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4... NOTFOR EVERYONE 


| Can you help? 


The message in this book is urgent, and we wish 


to get it out to as many people as possible i in the little ~ 


time that we have left. 


~ Wewould encourage people to order extra copies to 


circulate amongst their friends. Give what you can to” 


help with postage and printing costs, but the important 
thing is to get the message out. 


If you wish to order more copies, 
-. Our email address is: 
not_for_everyone @live:com 


Our website is: 


www.themovementsite.weebly.com 


- INTRODUCTION 


There is a. growing interest. in endtime ‘prophecy. 


People want to know whether world events arelead- . - 


ing. toward some predetermined end, and whether. 
that end has personal significance for them. That 
much is-fine ... but the end result may not be. Inter- 


preting prophecy-can be: complex, and it is easy for . 


the uninitiated to be drawn into making or believing 
conclusions that go beyond the actual intent of the 
‘prophecies. 


Sadly, many of the widely recognised experts in . : 


theology have little faith in anything except their own 
, expertise. They dismiss Bible prophecy along with — 


anything else that they cannot dissect and explain on 


», ahuman level. On the other hand, many of the self- 

_ professed experts are blindly committed to making 
everything fit some pet theory of theirs. They come 
~ up with contrived interpretations which confuse and 


frustrate anyone looking for real truth. 


What. the public wants (and needs) is an explana- 


tion that is simple without being simplistic, and clear 
without being contrived. They want to. know if the 


Bible really does predict the future, without being 


conned into a lot of double-talk that finishes up aay 
ing nothing. 


This book is an attempt to meet that need. 
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Keeping it Simple : 
We have tried to keep the explanations simple. 
However, the subject matter does take a lot of concen- 


__ tration if you hope to fully appreciate the significance 
of what it is saying. 


‘Here are some tips to help you understand this 
_ book better: 


1. Look up Bible references as you go. For your 


convenience, most references are listed in an appendix 
at the end of each chapter. Make the effort to turn to it 
each time a Bible reference is mentioned in the text of 
the chapter. If you do, you will be able to understand 
more clearly what is being said. 


The more you understand the passages, the more you 


will appreciate that we are not taking some isolated text — 
out of context and trying to make it say something that . 


it does not say. What we are looking at in this book is 

_ the big picture, based on a broad understanding of the 

whole message. This takes more effort than simplistic 
“proof-texting”. 


2. Read — It takes time to digest the full mean- 


~ ing, not only of the Bible references, but also of the 
comments we are making. We have tried to pack a lot 


of teaching into just a few pages. Time is needed to ~ 


reflect on the full meaning of each statement. — 
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3. Pay special attention to key terms. We have spe- 
cifically commented on some, but there are many more. 
A list of some key terms to watch for as you read this 
book appears at the end of this introduction. They are 
part of a very complex inter-related web, which when — 
all put together give a totally consistent picture of what 
life and the future are all about. 


tt takes some time, as we move from tree to tree, to 
give a complete picture of the “forest”, but the end result 
will be worth the effort, and it will save you from myopic 
extremes that come from just focusing on one issue. 


Having said that, we will now give updated comments 
on a few of the individual “trees”. These comments did 
not appear in the first editions of this book, and have 
been written as afterthoughts. 


The Pope 


From the days of Martin Luther, there has been 
a large body of.teaching about the Pope being the 
Antichrist. The strongest support for this theory » 
comes from the fact that the Latin title for his role as __ 
“Vicar of Christ” is one that adds up to 666 according 
to the formula described on pages 147-148. Thisis . 
a significant fact Which should not be overlooked, 
although it has not been dealt with specifically in - 
main body of this book. 
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One reason we have not dwelt on this theory is . 


because the title ("Vicar of Christ") belongs to'an of- 
_ fice rather than to an individual. It may be that the 
office will at least be used to support the individual 
who will eventually be the final Antichrist. (See our 


_ » book, Survivors.) Of course, there is also the possi- > 
_ bility that the Antichrist could actually be some future 


Pope. itdoes not, however, necessitate condersning 
all ee es as antichrists. 


The’ Pope, like Solomon, symbolises what the 

- world perceives to be the epitome of religious excel- 
lence. Yet the best that the religious world can offer 

becomes unspeakably evil if itis used to fight against 
the teachings of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. The 

Bible says, “Let God be true, and every man a liar.” 


(Romans 3:4) In other words, unless we are willing: 


(in loyalty to Christ and to all that he taught) to turn 
loose of our loyalty to whomever:we perceive to be 


the next most noble religious authority, we are going - 
to err seriously in our attempts to find the truth about . 


~~ anything, including the future. 


. However, we still maintain thatour emphasis should 
not be on targeting and attacking any individual. The 
_real battle is more one of right and wrong attitudes. 


 Characterisations of people as either demons or as . 


angeis often miss the point of God’s grace. 
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Adventists and Jehovah's Witnesses 


Groups like Jehovah’s Witnesses and the Seventh 
Day Adventists have been the world’s chief exponents 


of endtime prophecy. As such, they deserve some 


recognition. 


Although we do not agree with all of their conclu- 
sions, we recognise that the tendency for the religious - 
establishmentto condemn them for even attempting to 
understand prophecy (and coincidentally the tendency 
to condemn the whole idea of trying to understand 


' prophecy because such groups are associated with 


it!) has developed moral character in many of those 


‘who have been persecuted for their stand. 


The Jehovah’s Witnesses in particular are one of 
the most universally hated groups in the world today, 
even though-most of their opponents could not agree 


en what it is, exactly, that is so supposedly evil about. 


them 


The Seventh Day Adventists are going through a 
significant period in their history. In an effort to gain . 
acceptance and to avoid the persecution that the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses have suffered for their more 
militant opposition to:‘mainstream: Christianity, many 
Adventists are starting to downplay their traditionally 
strong stand against religions that continue to worship 


God on Sundays. 
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Because we believe their traditional stand was 


misguided, it is easy to see this shift in their emphasis ~ 


as being a shift which is taking them a step closer to 
the truth. However, indications are that it is not a step 
forward to greater truth, so much as a backward step, 
based primarily on political expediencies. 


It has been our misfortune to be accosted aggres- 
sively by some Adventists and JW’s (and by individu- 


als from smaller groups, as well as some totally loose ; 


cannons) whenever we have been out distributing this 


_ book. Such people rarely show any interest in read- . 


ing what we have to say, because (they tell-us) ii 
Kaa it all already”. 


' It is this arrogance that has turned so many away 


_ from the overall subject of endtime prophecy; and itis 
also this error which can just about guarantee failure 
in terms of finding the real secrets of God that are 

hidden within the pages of the Bible. 


We would call on students of Bible prophecy every- 
. whereto exercise greater humility, and greater honesty 
with regard to the limitations of their own studies, so 
that we may be able to profit from the truths that God 
has allowed others besides ourselves to ind. 


For myself, | must confess that there is very little 
in this. book which i is totally original, 


~ INTRODUCTION ae 


But | have been able to learn from many sources 
which were unwilling to listen to me or to anyone else 
for that matter. Until we stop behaving so narrow- 
mindedly and break free from our individual delusions 
of grandeur, endtime prophecy will continue to be 


equated with crackpots and ratbags. 


Armageddon the Movie 


Coincidentally, the movie Armageddon was re- 
leased on video in Australia at about the same time 
that the first edition of this book became available 
to the general public. It is worth making some com- 
ment on the similarities and differences between the 
movie and the message of this book. . 


Sadly, the movie (like another one referred to 


‘ later) gives almost no recognition to God (except 


in the selfish context of using him to achieve even 
greater glorification for the ony wonderful 
achievements of mankind). 


in addition, what little reference the movie makes _ 


_ to the real Armageddon is misleading. (You will be 


able to. appreciate the error more after you have 
read this book.) 


Aimeictiatery in the Bible, is aterm given to abat- - 
_ tle in which all the armies of the earth are gathered 
together to challenge the heavenly armies of God. 
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Although the ‘teal Armageddon is closely linked 
with the “end of the world” as we know it, it really has 


_ Nothing to do with an asteroid Striking the earth. 


‘It would have been more accurate to have called 
the Armageddonmovie The Tribulationifthe producers 
had wanted to relate it to an asteroid threat mentioned 


"In Bible prophecy. But such technicalities aside, the _ 
asteroid threat is certainly a part of the overall picture . 


leading up ‘to the reahArmageddon. 


- In the biblical account, the world is not saved (by 


_ Bruce Willis or anyone else), but neither is it totally 
destroyed by the asteroid. 


“It is interesting that the movie version featured 


a fiery shower of smaller asteroids raining down on 
the earth just a few days before the big one was to 
hit. It does appear that the Bible account describes a 
shower of asteroids as well as a single hit by a huge 


. “mountain”; which causes the whole earth to‘“reel to 
_and fro like a drunk” as a result. 


The one feature’of the real Armageddon that the | 


movie of the same name most accurately depicts is the 
total lack of genuine repentance that will characterise 
the inhabitants of the earth at that time. Characters in 
Armageddon, the movie, thought of loved ones, and 
some (most notably Muslims and Hindus) flocked to 


places of worship as the end approached. But no- 
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“where did there appear to be any serious attempt to 


read into the impending disaster a warning from God 
Almighty that the inhabitants of the earth should seri- 
ously take stock of their goals and values, and make . 
fundamental.changes in the way that they were living. 
their lives. Instead, the focus was all on a pack of 
roughnecks who were going off to. “kick ass” in the 
name of mankind. | 


Independence Day 


There is another slightly older. movie, which does . 
an amazingly accurate job of depicting what is actu- 


~_ ally prophesied in the-Bible as going to happen some 


time after the asteroid hits, during the real battle of 
Armageddon (although the movie. itself makes no 
claim to being based on any prophecy). That movie 


"is Independence Day. With only a slight change in the 


script, Independence Day could very well have been 
called Armagedaon. . 


The events'leading up to the Battle of Armaged- - 


~ don as described in the Bible, include a scene where | 


thousands of people are suddenly “beamed up” to a 
huge spaceship that is actually referred to as a “city” 
floating in the air over Israel. 


The Bible talks of all the armies on earth gathering 
together below it, in an attempt to wage war on this 


_ huge “starship”. 
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In the past, whenever | have read this account, 
| have found it difficult to believe that the armies of 
the earth would really be so stupid as to think that 
_ they could make war against such a supernatural 
_ force as that described in the Bible. And yet, when 

you watch Independence Day, you see exactly that 
happening. And it all sounds so plausible when you 
realise that the earth's inhabitants. will have been 
convinced that the invaders are aliens from another 
world, who have come to destroy the earth. And that 
_is pretty much what they are and what they'll do... 
except that they will be aliens from the kingdom of 
heaven, coming to carry out the will of God! 


Personally | recommend that readers see both 
movies, primarily because they give acertain Twenty- 
First Century credibility to. what has been written in 


the Bible for thousands of years. They will certainly _ 


~ make you a little less inclined to laugh at what is 
described in this book. 


| -The Author 


~ the Lard’s day. 
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Key Terms 


Below are some key terms that you should be looking for as. 
you read this book. Some could be listed in several groupings. 


The groupings below are very loose and not representative 


of the complete picture. 


This list will not make much sense now; but remember as 
you read through this book that we are trying to give you 
a picture of how they all inter-relate. This will help you to 
appreciate how complex the subject is. 


The baddies: Prince, king, kingdom, head, beast, dragon, 
bear, lion, eagle, panther, scarlet/red, prostitute, ‘Babylon, 
sand/clay. 


The goodies: Prince, king, kingdom, Son of Man, Lamb, . 
a.white horse, birds, giving birth, woman, virgin, remnant, 
wilderness, stone/rock, servants, witnesses, God's people, 


Numbers: Three and ahalf years, ten (toes and horns), three 
(ribs and horns), seven (heads, mountains, years). - 


_ The Mark: lmages/idolatry, 666, Temple, Solomon, wisdom, 


greed, gold, Babylon. 


- Other: desolation, abomination, ‘great trouble’ [tribulation], 


‘trumpets, falling stars, wrath, poured, determined, covenant, 
sword, signs and wonders (miracles), mystery, floods. 
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1. The Overall Scenario | 


The scope of this book does not allow us to cover arch ; 
of the details that fit together to make up the big picture © 
of what is about to come to pass in the world in the 


next few years. There certainly is room for disagree- 
‘ment on some of the details, since they are all based 
on interpretations of Bible prophecies. However, in 
this chapter we will give you a rough outline of some of 
the things that we expect (Many of them have already 
begun. ) and then proceed to explain specifically how 
some of the conclusions have.been reached. 
The first edition of this book came out in 1 999, prior 
~ to the end of the Millenium. At that time, we said, "We 


can Say with relative certai nty that nothing will happen. 


| at that time that is any more significant than the sort of 
things that are happening now and that will continue 
to happen after January 1, 2000. : There is nothing 
in Bible prophecy to support the theory that the year 
2000 marks the end of the world. " 
But we went on to say, "Don't be surprised if the 
end comes just a few years after the start of the new 
| millennium. It has nothing to do with the calendar, but 
"plenty to do with developments in world politics, and 


‘especially with developments in world banking. " We : 


are now living in those first few years after Januaty 1 
2000. 


So here is the picture as we saw it then, and as 


th mi see it now. 
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There will be more earthquakes, more epidemics, 
and more famines. An increase in wars, and more 
problems with the world economy, will lead to drastic 
changes in both government and banking. 

Russia will more or less rise from the dead and 


-. turn on America, virtually destroying it in a surprise 


military strike over the North Pole. ‘An extremely 
popular man will gain control of the U.N. and use it to 
set up a world empire which will bring in world peace 


and prosperity. . 


The world's banking system will be totally trans- 
formed, with computer scans eventually controlling 
all business transactions. People will do ail of their 


‘buying and selling through a microchip. implant on the 


back of their hands. (Amputees will be able to get an - 


~ implant put on their forehead.) This implant will virtu-- 


ally eliminate the need for paper money. - 
The changes, both in government and in econom- 
ics, will bring great benefits to most of the earth's 
population. This. will further increase the power and 
popularity of the world leader. he 
The Jews will rebuild their Temple in Jerusalem, and 
tesume animal sacrifices. There will be, for a while, 


greater religious tolerance than ever before. Only the 
~ most rabid fanatics will oppose the changes. Amongst 


opponents will be a small group of Christians who will 
argue that itis all a mask for something unbelievably 


evil. 
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bl lina eae is actually the Sonof Satan in much 
: y that Jesus is the Son of G 

od. Th i 
also warn that a global disaster is about to tray en 


lites) Crashing into the e 
€ earth and poisoning muc 
earth's water Supplies, killing life in the tienes 


d a 
estroying much of the world's vegetation. Millions 


sai es killed as a result of this disaster. 
Out the time that the disaster takes place, the 


People than have ever been slain by any world leader 


in i including Hitler and Stalin 
ae Ribena for the fanatics will repeated! 
|; Capture at the same time that they ici 


' three days. 
And then Jesus Christ will return to earth. 
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The-two people who were executed will suddenly 
come to life, as will thousands of others who. were 


- killed for their faith in Jesus Christ. They will all be 


given new bodies that are not subject to gravity as 
people are now. All of these people, plus those who 
are alive and who have refused to worship the world . 


- leader or to allow a microchip implant on their bodies, 


will be able to float up to meet Jesus in the sky. This 
amazing escape will be documented with television 
coverage around the world. All those who are drawn 
together in this way will disappear into another dimen- 
sion, possibly into some kind of a huge starship, where 
they will celebrate their deliverance. Atthe same time, 


~ new problems will confront those left on earth. 


. More disasters will strike the earth over the next few 
weeks, causing suffering for billions of people. Those 
left on the earth will continue to put the blame on the 
departed fanatics, and will become convinced that 
they are dangerous aliens from another world. All the 


~ armies of the earth will be drawn together to challenge 


the aliens, as a show-down looms over Israel. 

When those who disappeared have finished their 
celebrations in their refuge in the skies, they will swoop 
down on earth behind their leader, Jesus. The weap- 
ons amassed in the valley of Megiddo, in Israel, will 
be no match for them. This is the famous Battle of. 
Armageddon, and it will be totally one sided. Those 
mortals who mistakenly thought they could fight God, 
will be wiped out. The victorious army will be fully 
occupied for months just burying all of the bodies and 


“disposing of the ruined weapons. 
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Then Jesus and his supernatural army will set 


-about rebuilding the earth with the few survivors that 


remain. The Devil will be bound by God, so that evil 


will no longer: triumph on earth.- Whereas all past 


governments had been corrupt and cruel, and had 


appealed to people's greed, the forces for acl will 
triumph in this new world. 

Jesus will begin a reign of athousand yearson earth, 
in which he and his supernatural followers will seek 
_ to educate the inhabitants of this planet in the ways 
of God. The eaith's: mortal population will increase 

during that period of time. 

At the end of the thousand years, the devil will be 
loosed once again, to see if the people of the repopu- 
lated earth have learned how to resist his lies and de- 
ceptions.: But enough for now. That's another story. 
Obviously all of this must sound.a bit far-fetched. 

for most readers. There are probably details which 
_ we do not have exactly right. But anyone who has 
studied Bible prophecy at all would have to agree that 
the overall picture is pretty accurate. In the chapters 
that follow we will attempt to lead you through some 
of the steps i in how we arrived at these conclusions, 
including a timétable that you can use to actually count 

‘-down.the final seven years before Fas cae 
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‘2. Firstthe Bad News © 

Prophecy, by its very nature, tells us something 
about the future. It may also proclaim practical every- 
day spiritual truths. But what makes it unique is that it 
comes from a divine, super-human intelligence which | 
we call God. God is not restricted by time and space. 
Past, present, and future are all like different chapters. 
in the same book to him. In God's eternal present, he 
can look ahead and see what is going to happen; and 
he can move back to our present and tell us what he 
knows. Doing this does not mean that God has forced 


> _ anything to happen. He just happens to know ahead of 


time; and telling us some of what he knows becomes 
one of many parts that make up the overall: formula 
that will finally result in what was predicted. 

Think of it like a video of a football game. No mat-. 
ter how many times you watch it, the same team will © 
always win. Itisn't that the game was fixed, or that the 
winning team had no choice in the matter. It's just that 
what you see on the video is what actually clea 
as a result of everyone's free will. 

The same is true when God tells us what is going to 


’ happen inthe future. We should probably be thankful - 


that he doesn't go into more detail than he does, or it 
could really get us tangled up in knots, either worrying 


" . that we might mess things up, or struggling to.change 


the predicted results. . 


22 NOT FOR EVERYONE 


' Solfyou're looking for a way to cheat fate through | 


understanding prophecy, forgetit. The prophecy itself 
is inescapable. After a period of struggling against 
it, each person must eventually come to the reali- 
_ Sation that what has been prophesied will, indeed, 
happen, no matter what choices they as individuals 
make. God's reason for telling us something about 
the future is not so that we will try to change it, but 
rather so that we can learn lessons from it that will 
~ result in changes within ourselves. 

In one of the Back to the Future movies, a charac- 
ter finds @ book listing the winners of various horse 
races, and he pockets it, with the hope of being able 
to take it back to the present, where he will then 
use the information in it to make big bets on those 
Same races. Unfortunately, in one way or another, 
this is how most so-called believers approach Bible 
prophecy. But it simply won't work. 

It isn't as though we've stumbled onto God's 
personal diary without him knowing about it, so 
that now we can outsmart him by being there when 
wealth is to be distributed, and by not being there 
when punishments are to be handed out. 

_In the John Cleese movie Time Bandits, some 
fallen angels steal a map of the universe which 
Shows some glitches in the time-space continuum, 
and they decide to capitalise on these little holes 
from one age into another by becoming robbers. 
They use the time warps as foolproof getaways. 
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But what they don't knowis that The Creator himself has 
set them up, so that they will lead him to the glitches 
and enable him to make the necessary corrections. 
This is an important lesson, and one that needs to 
be made clear right from the start of this book: You 
are only kidding yourself if you think that you can use 
what you learn here for selfish gain. No matter what 


you do, you will still end up playing into God's hand. 


God does occasionally use his knowledge of the | 
future to prepare people in advance for disasters, 
etc. He did that when he prepared Noah for the flood. 
He told Noah it was coming, and then he gave him 


"instructions on how to avoid it. But remember that he 


did it because He chose to do it, and because Hebe- ° 
lieved that Noah was the right person to trust with the 
information. Noah didn't "study" God to nut out a way 


to escape the flood. It took supernatural assistance 


from God for Noah to learn that the flood was coming 
in the first place, and it took supernatural assistance _ 
from God for Noah to find a way to escape it. Noah 


- had to stay in touch with God from start to finish to 


be saved. He couldn't just grab the disaster plan and 
run off with it to some secret hideout where he would 
devise his own scheme for salvation. = 8 = 

If you're not willing to do it God's way, then you are ' 
just going to end up running areund in circles, and you 
may as well put this book down now. He set it up that 
way, and there is no way around it. 
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Ofcourse Noah wasn'tthe onlyonewho was warned. 


You don't build a full scale replica of the Titanic in 
your back yard without people asking a few questions 


. about how you plan to launch it. Sothe general public 


more or less-knew what was coming; and yet there 
‘was something missing in their spiritual make-up that 


_blinded them to what was really needed to keep from _ 


being drowned. Some may have started swimming 
- lessons. Others may have bought row boats and kept 
them in the garage. But whatever they did, it didn't 
save them in the end. And this is how it works with any 
knowledge about the future. The only way to eee 
your fate is to change your attitudes. 

Forget about prophecy foramomentand think about 
the future in general. If you do, you will see just how 
. useless knowledge of the future can be if people don't 
have the right attitude toward it. | will illustrate this: 
_- Nurses are one of the most informed groups of 

workers on the dangers of smoking; and yet the nurs- 
__ing profession in Australia has one of the highest inci- 
dences of cigarette smoking of all vocational groups. 
Simply knowing ahead of time that cigarette smoking 
will cause lung cancer does not. appear to be enough 
to make these people stop smoking. Allittle knowledge 


can be dangerous. Sometimes those who know the. . 


most about the future assume they are so smart that 
they will be able to escape the consequences at the 
last minute; and so they end up taking even greater 
__tisks than those who are less infonnesd: 
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‘Can you see the lesson here with regard to Bible - 
prophecy? If you learn some things about the future _ 


from this book, it could end up making you more reck- 
less than-ever, and prove to be more harmful than if 


you had stayed blissfully oa . unlessyou change 
your attitudes. 

Now for another illustration. The one thing we all 
know with absolute certainty about the future is that 
we are going to die. But what have we done about it? - 
Most of us prefer not to think about dying. We try to 


- blotitout of our minds. When someone is seriously ill, 


we shunt them off to a hospital, out of sight and away 

from the real world. All references to death are pretty 

much hushed up or avoided in our everyday conversa- 

tions. Apparently what we know most certainly about 

the future-we would rather not know. NS. a 
_ Yet if it was possible to discover exactly what day 


~ and place, and under exactly what circumstances we « 


would eventually die, most of us would not be able to _ 


_ resist trying to locate it. We would want to know, but — 


then we wouldn't know how to handle ine information 


“once we had it. 


if we did know the exact details of our death, we - 
would almost certainly ruin the rest of our lives by 
trying to manipulate things so that we would not be 
in that place on that day, or at least not under those © 
circumstances. This i is definitely not the way that we 
are supposed to act on knowledge of the future; and 


such an approach will not change-the future. 
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How much better it would be if people would just : 
accept that they are going to die, and then do all they 


can to make each day count for good between now 

and when they go. Instead, we waste our time trying 

to put off or trying to escape facing something that we 

all know is inevitable. 

_ Nowlet's return to Bible prophecy. There is a grow- 
ing number of people who have discovered what the 


Bible says about the worid today. They know that a. 


_ world government is coming which will eventually turn 


-evil.. Sadly, one of the most widely identifiable traits of 


these Bible prophecy enthusiasts (at least in Australia 
and America) is their strong advocacy for freedom to 
own guns. They do this because they want to protect 
themselves from this coming world government. Their 
fear about what is coming has led them to think that 
they can stop it if they just stockpile enough firearms. 
People in this group also believe in a wide range of 
conspiracy theories. Many ofthe theories they espouse 
show strong signs of paranoia, religious bigotry and rac- 
ism. Some of the individuals in the prophecy-believing 
' group started with valid revelations about the future, 
but the fear that it generated within them led them to be 
sucked in by some of the most bizarre and ridiculous 
claims that the human mind could imagine. Some of 
these people have even become a serious threat to 
minority groups such as Aborigines and Jews. 


Sadly, nothing seems to be more effective in turning _ 


} “people off the whole subject of Bible prophecy than 
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taking a close look at the people who profess most 
strongly to believe in it. Their knowledge of the future 
has led them to mount various campaigns to save the 
world from the coming one-world government. But — 
these same campaigns may have unwittingly sped 
up the very process that they wanted to stop. 
Consider a recent political movement in Australia 
for example. A woman named Pauline Hanson 
found strong support from gun-toting fundamentalist 


' Christians who feared a one-world government they 


saw predicted in the Bible. But the end result was 
that they brought the other political parties (and the 
media) closer together in opposition to her. In other 


~ words, big government gets bigger and more united, 


and gains approval for more power for itself, when 
the public can be shown that alittle group of fanatic 
racists might be plotting to take over the country. The | 
general public did not want to return to the kind of 
reactionary right-wing philosophies that people fell 


~ for in Germany prior to World War Il; so they united 


against such a movement. 

Sociologists call this phenomena a "self- fulfilling 
prophecy". When someone believes strongly 
enough that an evil government is coming, they will 


be tempted to react so strongly against the existing 


government that they will force it to become even: 
stronger as it seeks to defend itself. In other words, 


their belief alone is enough to make the prophecy 


come to pass. 
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_ But now consider the other possibility. Suppose 
Pauline Hanson's people had been successful in - 
‘achieving all the political power that they wanted. . 


Suppose that the sky was the limit. How much power 
would it take before they would feel that the world 
was safe from the evil government that they feared? 


Because they had not thought through such issues . 


to the ultimate.conclusion, they had no concept of a 


point where they could say, "This is enough power." . 


Their paranoia would justify every new measure to 
increase power for themselves, until they themselves 


~ would eventually become the evil world government 


that they originally feared. As someone has said, "We 
all believe in total control; as long as we are the one 


who wield it." ne 
So either way, whether it comes from the Right or 


from-the Left, the world is going to eventually have a 
single world government; and it is going to eventually 
abuse the power that it receives. What is going. to 
happen is going to happen, and just knowing that it is 
going to happen does not equip anyone to stop it. 

_ This is how it works with most Bible prophecies. 


“Even if you knew the exact time and date when the 


world would end, it wouldn't do you one bit of good if 
you were not ready to make the same drastic changes 
in your life that you should have made just by knowing 
that you are going to die-one day. What it takes to 


prepare for the end of.the world is exactly the same. 
_ as what it takes to prepare to die. 
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WE'VE GOT A FALLOUT SHELTER, \ 
TONS OF FLOUR AND DRIED miLK, Jf BUT YOU 


4 GAS TANKS, GENERATORS, ANO COULD DIE - 


NEXT YEAR WE'RE GOING TO J { OF A HEART 
TEAR DOWN OUR BARNS AND ATTACK 
BUILD BIGGER ONES! 


Having said that (and you will hear muchthe same 


~ again Jater in this book); there is no doubt in this. 


author's mind that most of youare going to ignore it 
(if, in fact, you bothered to read this chapter at ail). 
All you really want to know is when it is‘all going to 


happen, and what proof.there is for such claims. » 
And you want to know it so that you can set about 


devising a way to alter (or to disprove) it. But that's 
your problem. — od i ee 
We will move on-now to more of the specifics: — 


30 _ NOTFOR EVERYONE 


-3. The Jig-Saw Puzzle 

What makes prophecy so complicated is that it 
‘rarely comes right out and says precisely whatis going 
to happen and'when. Remember, God is working ina 
kind of loop between our free will and his knowledge 

of what will be the result of what we know. 
Obviously, as he tells us more about what will 
happen, it results in responses on our part, which, 
in turn, will affect the end result. He can only tell us 
so much, and then he must take into account what 


our reaction to that will be. If our reaction would be. 


such that it would actually change the outcome that 
he has predicted, then of course he must alter the 


prediction or restrict what he says until he tells us just 


enough to prepare'us for the coming event, without 

us missing the point of the change needing to be 
_ internal rather than external. 

Occasionally there are exceptions to this. When 


- Jonah went through Nineveh shouting, “Forty days 


-and Nineveh will be destroyed!" it was really just.a 


threat more than a prediction. Because the people 


repented, God did not destroy them atthattime. Jonah 
himself was deeply. angered that God had made a 
fool out of him by not carrying through on the threat. 


(Jonah 3:4-4:1)' (Note: God did, however, destroy 


Nineveh eventually.) 

There are little tricks that God uses to hide certain 
parts of what he is trying to say. Some parts are 
hidden to. ainecuteas and others are just hidden to 
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certain people. Jesus said to his closest followers, 


"Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the 


kingdom of God; but to others in parables, that see- 
ing they might not see, and hearing they might not 
understand." (Luke 8:10) 

Another trick is to include hidden meanings and — 
double entendres that only become clear as one 


‘moves closer to the events that they predict. in 
~ Chapter Six we.willdiscuss aprophecy which actually 


predicted the date when something would happen. 
However, it included a word which had two different 
meanings. It could have meant seven days or it could 


have meantseven years. Because the prophecy was 


not fulfilled in time for the seven “day" interpretation, 
and because it was fulfilled perfectly for the seven 


_"year" interpretation, we now know which meaning - 


was the right one. 
But the people who first heard-it would not have 
known for certain which interpretation was correct. 


_ Virtually every prophecy includes some vague terms 


like that. 
_ Most prophecies are like single pieces in a jig- 


- Saw puzzle. They must line up with all of the pieces 


around them if they are to be considered correct. 
You might be able to force two pieces together that’ 
don't really belong together, but it is very unlikely that 


- the same piece can be forced to agree with all the 


|. . other pieces around it. 
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Literal 
meaning | _ 


~™ Spiritual 
lessons 


Secular 
events 


~ Wehave suggested four areas where the prophecy 


must line up with the pieces around it. They are (1) 


literal meaning; (2) secular events; (3) spiritual les- 
sons; and (4) consistent use of code words. There 
may be others, but these will do for now. 


(1) Literal meaning. If you get the feeling that - 


someone is trying to get a prophecy to say something 
that itis not actually. saying, don't be afraid-to chal- 
lenge the interpretation. Spurious interpretations 
often focus on key words and.ignore the grammatical 


- context'of the sentence in which they appear. One 


of the areas where this most often happens is with 
numbers. People see a passage which refers, for 


_ example, to 1260 days, but because the period.of. 


___ time does not fit their personal theory, they will tell 
- you that it really means 1260 years! 


THE JIG-SAW PUZZLE _ 33 


YOU MAKE EACH DAY EQUAL A YEAR, 


AND A THOUSAND YEARS EQUAL A DAY. 


SO A MONTH IS 30 YEARS, WHICH IS 
REALLY 47 MINUTES AND 24 SECONDS! . 


BUT IF A DAY IS A YEAR, THEN 41 MINUTES 
IS. 10 DAYS, 8 HOURS, AND 24 MINUTES! jf 


RIGHT! AND 42 MONTHS IS. ONE YEAR 
2 MONTHS, 2 WEEKS, 16 HOURS & 42 MIN! 


FEBRUARY 141H AT 4.42 Pm. AGREED? 


' YEP! GOD WOULDN'T UE! - 
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The Year 2000 theory was an example of this. 


The Bible says that time is nothing to God: "A day 
with the Lord is as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as a day." (Psalm 90:4) We know God made 
the world about 6,000 years ago, in just six days, 
and.then he rested on the seventh day. Neither of 
these two isolated truths is prophetic. They just say 
the obvious: that God can.do more in one day (e.g. 


‘create human life) than we could do in a i oan 


years. 
But Bible prophecy does say that Jesus will rule 


the world for 1,000 years after he returns. So people » 


took the two non-prophetic statements and put them 


together to forma theory that God spent6,000 years . 


running the world, and in the year 2000, Jesus would 
_ return, so that God could have a 1,000-year rest. 
_ But of course the Bible never said that. 
" (2) Secular events. Ultimately, the proof of the 
pudding is in eating it. If Jesus had returned on 
‘January 1, 2000, then | would have had to back 
down on what | said before that date. Hindsight is 
much sharper than foresight, and it is easier to see 
_ where a prophecy clearly said something after the 
"something" actually happens.. This reality robs 
the prophecy of some of its punch, but it can still 
show just how clever God is: He's able to tell us 
_ something at the same time that he hides it from us 
until he really wants us to see it. ‘As we said earlier, 
it keeps us from using our knowledge to upset the 
‘flow of events. - 
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Secular events are especially helpfulas we getcloser — 
. to the fulfilment of a prophecy. Certainly things that are 
happening in the world today are exciting when you 


compare them with what the Bible says about them. 


But beware when people start with the newspaper and _ 


then try to find some prophetic significance in every 
headline they read. There is always someone trying 
to tell you that the Bible predicted Monica Lewinsky, 


~_ or that it said Diana was going to die in a car accident. 


Make sure the particular prophecy lines up with the 
other three parts of the puzzle before you put much 
faith in it relating to the particular secular event. . 

(3) Spiritual lessons. As we said earlier, God 


doesn't just do miracles to entertain us, and this in-. 
cludes Bible prophecies. Even his warnings of judg- 


ment are pretty few and far between. Most prophecies 
are actually trying to teach us something about the 


world in general; and the lessons from one prophecy 


to another are fairly consistent. Most of the prophecies 


of the Old Testament were about the coming of Jesus _- 


Christ. Most of the prophecies of the New Testament 
are about his return. But along with the return itself 
are important revelations about the futility of trusting 
any other system or organisation except God himself 
and his invisible kingdom of love and faith. 


(4) Consistent use of code words. This rule — 


may sound a bit strange. But because prophecies 


3 __are so cleverly hidden from the understanding of 


most people, it takes a little work to find key words 
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vat he lp to line one prophacy" up with another, They 
-~ not only ¢ establish a connection between various pas- 
‘sages, ‘but they also give a hint as to what the spiritual 


i lesson is behind them. 


oy For example, most ofthe Old Testament aighedés 
“about the Jewish Messiah did not use the term "Mes- 
siah". There were a number of other code words or 


phrases. In Daniel 7:13 it was the term "Son of Man". 


% Although Jesus rarely referred to himself as the Mes- 
siah (or "Christ"), he: repeatedly used the term Son 
of Man when referring to himself. To the unlearned 


mind he was saying nothing proud or boastful. After ; 
all, we are all Sons or daughters of other human be- 
_ings. He was not claiming divinity or kingship or even. 


that he was the Messiah. This was consistent with 


what he taught about not over-rating ourselves, and - 


about leaving it to others to praise us. (Luke 14:8-11) 
Hindsight has revealed the full significance of what 
‘Jesus was saying. "Son of man" was a code phrase 
that led back to Daniel's messianic reference to Christ 
_returning in "the clouds of heaven." 
Because of all these factors, we can't teach prop 
_-ecy by just pointing to a verse that says, "The U.S. is 
going to be destroyed in the year 2023." We have to 
link up a lot of jig-saw pieces first, before we can say 


much with confidence; and even then the prophecy ° 


will be part of a bigger lesson that is being taught. 
When ail the pieces start going together, then.it can 
be quite exciting. But it takes a whi before this 
begins to happen. __ 
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Appendix, Chapter 3 
‘Jonah 3:4-4:1. Jonah began to enter the city a nr 


a _ journey, and he cried and said, "Yet forty days and Nineveh 


shall be averthrown!" So the people of Nineveh believed 
God and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the 
greatest of them even to the least of them.. . And God saw 


‘their works, that they turned from their evil way, and God 


repented of the evil that he had said he would do to them. 


~ And he did it not. 


But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very 
angry. 

Luke 14:8-11. [Jesus said:] When you are bidden of 
anyone to a wedding, sit not down in the highest room, lest 
a more honourable man than you be bidden of him, and 
He that bade you and him come and say to you, "Give this 
man place", and you begin with shame to take the lowest 


room.: But ‘when you are bidden, go and sit down inthe _- 


lowest room, that when he that bade you comes, he may 
say to you, "Friend, go up higher. ". Then you wilt have 
worship in the presence of them that sit at meat-with you. 
For whoever exalts himself shall be abased; and he that 
humbles himself shall be exalted. 

Daniel 7:13-14. [Daniel said:]"I saw inthe night visions, 
and behold, one like the Son of Man came with the clouds 
of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days. They brought 
him near before him. And there was given him dominion 
and glory and a. kingdom, that all people, nations, and lan- 
guages should serve him. His dominion is an ‘everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that 
which shall not be destroyed. 
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ae 4. The Revelation - 

-. Most of the prophecies in the Bible that are about 
‘the End of the World come from the writings. of the 
- Hebrew prophet Daniel (More about him in Chapters 
5-8.) and from The Revelation, a book written by a 

man named John. John was one of the first Twelve 
Apostles. Because of his beliefs, he was sent to live 
as an exile on an island, where he eventually died. 
But before he died, his "Revelation" was smuggled 

- out and circulated amongst Christians all around that 
_ part of the world. . . . 

-- - The Revelation has intrigued and baffled people for’ 
centuries. It is so full of symbols and allegories that 
most people just give up trying to figure it out, after 

* making one or two attempts. . 

Two hints which could make your job easier: First, 
break it down into smaller pieces; and second, con- 
centrate on the bigger picture. Smaller and bigger... 
Sounds contradictory, doesn't it?’ But if you'll read on, 
you'll see that it isn't. 

There are some major themes and some major 
divisions in The Revelation. If you study them one 

" by one, it won't matter if you don't understand every 
single word of the book. At least you'll have a broad 

overview in which to fit the details. ' 

It helps to:think of The Revelation as poetry or 
music, Or even as a painting. Too much analysis can 
easily destroy the overall feeling that an artist is trying 
to communicate. Sometimes a work of art just needs 
to be "experienced" rather than analysed. 
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It may be reasonable to discuss the composition, - 
choice of colours, and subject matter of a landscape 
painting, for example; but it may be pointiess to | 
question what the artist was trying to say by painting 
one blade of grass green and another one nearby 


yellow. An incredibly gifted artist (such as God him- 


self) might actually have a message hidden in the 
yellow blade of grass as well; but with or without an 
understanding of such a fine detail, one should still 
be able to appreciate the masterpiece as a whole. 
The same is true when it comes to appreciating the 
overall message of The Revelation. . 
The Revelation is divided into 22 chapters. The 
first three contain short letters that God told John to 
write to seven different churches scattered around 


1 . Asia Minor.. The last three chapters describe things 


as they will be after Jesus Christ returns to earth. - 


. Both of these sections are inspiring and informa- J 


tive, and well worth reading. However, you could 
make your target study smaller by setting these six 
chapters aside after you have read them once. 

_ Some people argue that the first three chapters 


~ have secret prophetic messages hidden in them; but 
' if they do, they would be on a par with the secret —~ 


meanings in blades of grass in apainting. It would 


~ be far better to start by focusing on material that is 


clearly prophetic, and get to the more esoteric stuff 
later if-you have the time and the inclination. 
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Le sie ine of The Revelation, chapters 1-22 


“4. 2 # Laterete churches | in Asia 


ne irae Introduction Pi 
me laine The Time of Great Trouble 
batstsiaraks God Punishes the World © 


20 21 22. ase on Earth 


; The la last three chapters of The Revelation have to 

do with things that are still a long way off. They include 
descriptions of life in the new world that Christ will build 
for us, which are quite inspiring. But they contain other 
details which take more effortto understand. Because 


Christ himself is supposed to be here by the time they — 


start to be fulfilled, we can probably expect him to help 


| us understand anything we need to know about them’ 
when the time comes. That leaves us with chapters - 


' 4-19 of The Revelation. Now.let us break them down 
into three major divisions. _ 
: Chapters 4- -7 areadramatic introduction to the over- 
_ all theme of The ‘Revelation. Chapters 8-13 are about 
. ‘the time of "Great Trouble" just before Jesus returns. 
And chapters 14-19 deal with God's punishment of 
~ the whole earth after he has taken his people out of 


7 the way. This time of punishment climaxes with the - . 
famous Battle of Armageddon which so many people 


thinkof when they talk of the end of the world. 
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Before we start to look at ‘ties various s chapier 
divisions, however, we mustremind people once again: 
of something that most of you don't want to hear. 

The opening sentence of The Revelation says that 
it is a revelation to God's "servants". Think about 
it. Servants are people who are working for God... _ 


_ right now. It's not a revelation to those drawn to read 


the book out of idle curiosity, and it's not a revelation 
to people who want to use it to prove their church 
is best. Admittedly, it's all there in black and white 
for anyone to read; and anyone can be amazed by 
much of what it says; but in the end, you're not going 


to like what it says unless you're willing.to become 


‘a "servant of God", and even then there are going 
to.be. aspects of it which are not going to. be easy 


~ to swallow. 


If there is anything that today’ Ss world i is not inter- 


: estedin, ‘itis being "servants" of God. Eventhe major 


"Christian" denominations have largely given up on 
teaching people to serve Gad; it's just too unpopular. 


People are taught, instead, to serve their families, 


-to serve their country, to serve their employers, or | 
to serve their.church; but not to serve God. They 
work on positive thinking, getting along with others, 

arts and crafts, dance classes and other forms of. 
self-improvement, butno serious attempts are made 
to even find out what God wants us to do, much less: 
try to obey it. .Until that happens, the message of | 
The Revelation is only going to make you angry, or 


go over your head. » 
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We have just noted that the Revelation is not 
a revelation fo anyone apart from God's servants. 
The reason for this is because it's not a revelation of 
anything except Jesus Christ. People often call the 
book "Revelations" (plural), as though it's a box of 
goodies that one can pick and choose’ from. Even 
the people who put together the various books of the. 
Bibie into the one volume had trouble with naming. 


‘this one. They called it "The Revelation of St. John - 


the Divine". But that's not the title of the book either. 
The real title appears in the opening words: "The- 
Revelation of Jesus Christ." 

The key to understanding The Revelation, and all 

that it had to say about the future, is to believe the 
teachings of Jesus. People have tried to make The 
Revelation say all sorts of things that it never says; 
and they have almost always concluded that it is.a 
revelation that their church or their denomination is 
the right one and all others are wrong. But it's not a, 
revelation of any such thing. 
The Revelation is a poetic picture of how the teach- 
ings and example of Jesus Christ work to overcome 
. allthe evil forces in the world. The amazing accuracy 
of its predictions is there to give hope to those of us 
who will be called on to die for our faith, particularly 
in the years just before Christ returns to rule the 
‘earth. They are not there to Startle and amaze the 
ahs public. 
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Bible passages referred to in each ae apnea 
in an appendix at the end of each chapter. 


In the tenth chapter of The Revelation (verses 


9-10) an angel comes to John with a "little book" 


that he tells him'to eat. He says the book will start 


E out tasting as sweet as honey when he puts it in his 


mouth, but by the time it reaches his stomach, it'll be 
"bitter". This is a good description of The Revelation. 
It's great fun to crack the code and work out some of 
the mysteries. But when you've finally seen what it 
is revealing, far from feeling entertained, you'll feel — 
more responsible for the evils of the world, and for 


: taking (or not taking) a stand against them. So once 


again, we-must warn those who come to read this © 
book just out-of curiosity: You are not going to like 
‘what you find. 

Christ had a. problem with all the higonete about 
anything supernatural. People with bad spirits in 
them were always trying to spout off about him being 
the Son of God, and he was always telling them to 
shut up. (Mark 3:11-12) He told his disciples to do 
the same thing. (Mark 8:29- 30) Whenever he healed 


E- — someone, he would tell them to keep it quiet. (Mark 


41:44; 5:42-43; 7:35-36) He said, "An evil generation 
seeks miracles, but they will not be given what they 
want. All they will get is the sign that Jonah gave to 
- Nineveh." (Luke 11:29-30) (Note: All that Jonah gave 
Nineveh was the truth... from both barrels; and ne 
repented a as a result of it.) 
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3 The récord shows that Jesus gave the general 
public quite a few miracles: But he did not- indulge 


‘them: by doing so. He called the shots. He decided _ 
whether he was going to do a miracle or not; and - 
"an evil generation" did not like it’ They wanted. to 


~ be able to harness his powers and use them for their 


¢ % 


~ that: a harmless slain baby sheep... 


own selfish ends. (John 6:26) 
” Wehuman beings just naturally feel that if someone 
could do a really convincing job of healing the sick or 


raising the dead or predicting the future, then people .. 


would recognise that person's spiritual authority, and 
start following God. But Jesus knew better. And that 
is one of the themes of The Revelation: God" S ways 
are not our ways. 


In The Revelation, Jesus Christ is referred to as. : 
And the various kings and empires- - 
throughout world history are referred to as "Beasts". 


"The Lamb". 


What the book reveals is how a harmless sheep... 
make that a harmless baby sheep.. 
conquers all. 
the. raging and’ roaring empires of. the world. How - 
unbelievable! 


The "Lamb" does so in direct aE to.all 
. our-natural- expectations. And.he-does so in order. 


that God's power and God's wisdom might be more. 
dramatically demonstrated. This is consistent with all 


. thatJesus Christtaught. He was always emphasising 


the paradox of winning through losing, of peng the 
other cheek, of the Mok inheriting the earth. 


. no, less than — 


} The Beast" of Revelation isa carry-over from the _ 
— writings ofDaniel, inthe Old Testament, where he used 
-animals to depict world empires. Daniel lived at the- 


time of the Babylonian Empire. A lion with wings. was 


Fits symbol. Daniel hada dream one night (recorded 


in Daniel 7:2-7), in which he saw a lion with eagle's 


a wings. But the wings were eventually plucked, and 


the lion became aman. Then he saw a bear, followed 


g ~-by a panther with four wings and four heads. 


.. The last creature that Daniel saw really bothered 


; him. Itwasacross between an animalandamachine, | 
. . with iron teeth, brass claws, and ten horns, each of 


which represented a different leader. It was "dreadful 


4 _and terrible" as it "devoured and broke in pieces and 
| - stamped the residue with the feet of it." Finally, Daniel — 


saw "The Ancient of Days" overthrow the thrones ofall 


q 2 these beasts. He saw "The Son of Man" come with 
~~ the clouds of heaven (Daniel 7: 13-14) and receive a 


kingdom which will never be destroyed. 
Understand that Daniel’ was writing many years 


- before Jesus Christ was even born. "The Ancient of 


Days" is a term for God, whereas "The Son of Man", 


as we have said, isa term for the promised Messiah. 
~ Christ had not yet come at that time. 


Daniel prayed for an interpretation of his dream, 


~ and God told him: "These great beasts are four kings © 
that will arise out of the earth. But the saints of the 

most High will take the kingdom and possess the 
- kingdom.for ever and ever." (Daniel: 7:17) ; 
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The "saints" who take over the kingdony re fol- 


_ lowers of Christ (or the Messiah), who conqters all of 


these kingdoms, including the most horrible last one. 
The Jews just naturally assumed from this that the 
Christ must be a powerful warrior. So when Jesus 
came, bornin a manger, living almost as a beggar, and 


_ teaching humility and love, even his closest followers . 
found it hard to think of him as the Christ. How could 


his meek approach conquer the Roman Empire (or 
any empire for that matter)? As expected, rather than 


_ conquering anything, he himself was finally ae 


and killed: The Lamb was slain. 

But history has shown that this one man, who 
never wrote a book, never owned a home, never led 
an army, never held any political office... this Larnb of 


"aman has changed and influenced more lives than 
" anyone else who has ever lived. The whole world 
_ Measures time from_his birth. And he promises to 


come yet again in the near future to establish a visible 


‘kingdom here on earth. 
Until he comes, all we have are "beasts". Daniel : 


saw a lion with the wings of an eagle, a bear, and a 


panther. Do these animals represent any countries | 


in the world today? Is there a country that is symbol- 


ised by a lion? Does it have any connection with a 


country symbolised by an eagle? Is there a country 


symbolised by a bear? And what about the panther © 


(or leopard)? It had four different heads. Could the 
panther represent several different countries? 


‘The Third World on one hand and China 
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The'world in the last halt of the Twentieth Century 
was sos between two super-powers - America — 


and Russia — with a rising influence from 


on the other. The eagle is the symbol for. | 
America (and the lion is the symbol for 
England, from which the eagle has grown); 
the bear is the symbol for Russia; and the 
panther is the symbol for Black Power, or 
the militant Third World. More on China 
valid Dragon) later in this book. 


lets, 


Here we vheive the symbols for the three major po- 
litical forces of the Twentieth Century, plus one final 
"Beast" which eventually puts the other three to shame 
with its power and brutality. 
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Of course this could just be coincidence. Mention 
of eagles, bears and panthers doesn't chet anything 
in itself. But please be patient until you ave seen 
more of the evidence to suggest that the’prophecies 
are talking about the times in which we: now live. 

To start usin that direction, we will look at a proph- 
ecy which is not open to so many interpretations. In 
the next chapter, we will look at a prophecy which is 
probably the most astounding and verifiable prophecy 

" in the whole Bible. Hundreds of years before the cru- 
cifixion of the one whom Christians call the Messiah, 
the prophet Daniel predicted the exact date of the 

- Messiah's death. Read on and see for yourself. 


Appendix, Chapter 5 
Revelation 10:9-10. | went to the angel and said to him, 
"Give me the little book." And he said to me, "Take it and eat 
it up; and it will make your belly bitter, but it wilf be.in your 
mouth sweet as honey." And.1 took the little book out of the 
“angel's hand and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as 
honey; and as soon.as | had eaten it, my belly was bitter. 
Mark 3:11-12.° Unclean spirits... fell down before him 
and cried, saying, "You are the Son of God!" And he steaitly 
_ charged them that they should not make him known. 
_ Mark 8:29-30. :.: Peter... said to him, "You are the Christ.". 
And he charged them that they should tell.no man of him. 
Mark 1:44. He said unto him, "See that you say noth- 
ing to anyone; but go your way, show yourself to the priest, 
‘and offer for your cleansing those things which Moses com- 
manded..."—_~ _. 
Mark 5:42-43. Straightway the damsel arose and walked... 
"and they were astonished with a great astonishment. And 
he charged them straitly that no one should know it. 
_. Mark7:35-36. Straightway his ears were opened and the 
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ES 
‘, 


‘string of his tongue was loosed and he.spoke plainly. And 


‘narged them that they should tell no one. 
pat 8:26. Jesus answered, "You seek me, not because _ 
you saw thé miracles, but because you did eat of the loaves” 
ee Daniel said, "I saw in my vision by night... 
and four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse a 
from another. The first was like a lion and had ie ri 
wings... Behold another beast, a second, like a bear... After 
this | beheld and lo, another like a leopard, which fetta | 
the back of it four wings of a fowl. The beast also hac on 
heads, and dominion was given to it. After this | saw in : e 
night visions, and behold a fourth Beast, dreadful and terri e; 
and strong exceedingly. It had great iron teeth. ae ' ; 
and broke in pieces, and stamped the residue with the a : 
of it. It was diverse from all the beasts that were before it 

and i n horns." : ns . 
tial 7941. "| beheld till the thrones were cast down 
and the Ancient of days did sit... A fiery stream issued et 
came forth from before him... | beheld even till the Beast» 
was slain and his body destroyed and given to the burning 4S 
tenia 7:13-14. "Behold, one like the Son of man came 
‘with the clouds of heaven and came to the Ancient of days .... 


A iven hi ini d glory and a kingdom, 
. (And there was given him dominion an 
“that all people, nations, and languages should serve him.. 


is dominion i i ninion which shall not pass 
dominionis an everlasting dominion w ; 
a and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. . 

Daniel 7:16-18. "I came near to one of them that stood 

by and asked him the truth of all this. So he told me, and 


made me know the interpretation of the things. These great 


i i hich shail arise out- 
easts, which are four, are four.kings whicn shat arise © 
7 the earth. But the saints of the most High shall take the 


kingdom and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever 
and ever." - : 
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; 6. The Seventy Weeks p 

. rophecy isacross between artand mat 

ar pas and objective. The ar (or sub- 
is the most important, in tern i 

sti , Ms of what it 
Is teaching; but the mathematical (or objective) side 


Mdense to skeptics who want measurable proof. Of 
ourse the real genius of genuine prophecy is in fheve : 


the i 
cite a Prophecy can be objectively 
eas @ same time that it illustrate 

es 
ae Several powerful universal truths. ci 
oo iy haloes his time with magic tricks just to 

: He's not likely to tell you that th 

ere'll be 

an accident in George St., Sydney tomorrow atnoon 


or that the stock marketis going togoup by 32 points, . 


si a rts cong of eterrfity these are only 
ncidents. The particular glimpses | 
! of the future 
ili chooses to give us are only those which 
pte e most profound spiritual implications. 
nd what could have had more profound implica- 


Is the dominant theme of all the prophecies in the 


‘tions than the life and death of Jesus Christ? This 


_ Part of the Bible which was written before Jesus was 


5 2 
CI 2 t ; : 1 ith thi lif tt > . t j 


: : ss sbi they shall call his name Immanuel" 
(immanuel is a Hebrew word for 'God is with us!) 
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That prophecy comes from Isaiah 7:14. 

AtEaster we might see cards with these words from 
Isaiah 53: "He was wounded for our transgressions 
and bruised for our iniquities, and the chastisement 
of our peace was upon him... He was brought as a 
lamb to the slaughter; and as a sheep before her — 
shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth." 

Such prophecies paint a beautiful picture of the 
humble, loving Messiah that so many people failed to 
comprehend atthe time when Jesus first appearedon 
the earth. But exactly whothe prophecies are talking 
about is open to debate. You could technically argue 
that they are referring to someone besides Jesus. |. 
They may even be referring to a Messiah who has ~ 


~ not yet come. Most of them don't even. specifically 
gay that they are talking about the Messiah. 


To be certain that they are talking about Jesus of 
Nazareth, we need something more specific. Why 
couldn't the Bible just say something like, "The Mes- 
siah will be born in Bethlehem of Judea in the year 
4 B.C.. and his name will be Jesus." . 

' Well, there is a prophecy, written centuries before 
Christ, which must stand as the ultimate proof that 
Jesus is the Messiah. In fact, it is the only passage » 
in the entire Old Testament which actually uses the 
word “Messiah”, and it specifically says that Christ 

(which is the Greek word for Messiah) will be “cut 
off" in 30 A:D. That is, in fact, the exact year when 


Jesus was crucified. 
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But we must warn. people that to. fully apptecials : 
. this prophecy, you'll need to pull out your cafculators — 


-and do some arithmetic. N 
«. it will take a bit of Sen, eget ee = 
For starters, there was no such thing as 30 A.D. 
_at the time that the prophecy was written. There was 
_no numbering system at all for one year as compared 
to another. Instead, you calculated things according 
to significant historical events. A bit like saying, "I 
ss ik in the year that Menzies was peal Prime 
~ If you're the arty type and find mathematics boring 
then this chapter may be a bit ofa drag. But if you want 
‘to see the most mathematically verifiable prophecy in 


_ the entire Bible, then the effort will definitely be worth: 


it. So here goes... 

It's in. Daniel 9:24-26, Judea had b 

; een destroyed 
-in the 6th Century B.C. Many Jews had been carried 

away as exiles into Babylon. Then, in 447 B.C., per- 

mission was given to the Jews to rebuild Jerusalem, 


~ and to be ruled by their own law. In Daniel 9:24-26, - 


- God tells Daniel that his "people" (i.e. the Jews) will, 
from the time that rebuilding started, have 490 years 
-Of history left.. But seven years before the 490 years 
are up, God says that their "Messiah will be cut off". 
(These remaining seven years will be particularly 


important when -we come to our study of The Revela- 


the later i ‘< this book, but for now, we will just focus on 
e period of 483 years that were left unt 

ilth 
_ was to be “cut off". ‘af : “ee 
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Artaxerxes, King of the Medes and the Persians, 
commanded Nehemiah in 447 B. C.to rebuild Jerusa- 
lem. Ahundred years earlier, King Cyrus hadallowed ~ 
the Jews to rebuild their Temple. You can find this 
information in mosthistory books. Itis: recordedi inthe 
Bible too (Nehemiah 2:5-9), but the Bible account, 


© of course, does not have a date next to it. Kewarthe- - 


less, 476 years later, in 30 A.D., Jesus Christ was 
crucified, as God had promised to Daniel. | 
(For those who are sharp enough to note that 447 


F - and:30 do not add up to 476, don't forget that there 


is no‘such thing as a year marked "Zero". Calendars — 
go. straight from the year 1 B.C. to the year 1A. \.D.. 
thus more or less skipping a year.). 

There is another discrepancy, | however, in that the 
476 years shownin modern history books contradicts 
our figure of 483 years (490- ae ‘But first, another : 
little explanation. 

"If you're reading a King James Version of the pas- 
sage, you will find that God says to Daniel, "Seventy 
weeks are determined for your people." The word 
translated "week is literally "seven", but itis also the 
Hebrew word for "week". In other words, "seventy 


"-. sevens are determined for your people. "TheJews | 


had a strong attraction to the number seven, which i is 
- used repeatedly in The Revelation as well. They broke 
time up into seven day periods (or weeks) and seven . 
ced periods (which were also called weeks). 


2 
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In Genesis 29 there is the famous story of Jacob 


_ being tricked into working an extra seven years before 

~-he could marry Rachel, because his future father-in-law 
~ had slipped Rachel's older sister, Leah, into his bed 
. after he had completed his first seven years of labour 
for a bride. In the 27th verse, the father-in-law says 
(King James Version), "Fulfil her week and we will give 
you this also for the service which you shall serve with 
me yet seven other years." It goes on to say (in verse 


28), "And Jacob did so, and fulfilled his week, andhe — 


gave him Rachel his daughter to wife also." . 

The modern translations don't use the word "week". 
(e.g. Instead of seventy weeks, they just say things 
like "seven times seventy years" .) 

So God was telling Daniel that 490 years (or seven 
times seventy years) was "determined" for Daniel's 
people (the Jews). : | 

Daniel 9:25 goes on: "From the going forth of the 


commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem, unto - 


Messiah the Prince (Christ the Lord) shall be seven 


7-year periods (49 years), plus sixty-two 7-year periods 


(434 years)." . 
Add these together and you will see that this gives 
you a total of 483 years. : 
The next verse (Daniel 9:26) says, "After the sixty- 


two 7-year periods, shall. Messiah be cut off; but not: 


for himself." The Today's English Version of the Bible 
translates this, "At the end of that time, God's chosen 
leader will be killed unjustly.” ase 


N 


447 BC. 
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Because this is the only place in the entire Old Testa- - 
ment where the word "Messiah" is used, this prophecy, 
more thanany other, is talking specifically aboutthe long 
awaited Hebrew Messiah. You cannot say otherwise. 
And it gives a date when the Messiah will be "cut off" - 
(or killed), “but not for himself". Christ was executed 
as a criminal, but it was not for anything that he had 
done wrong; he died as the innocent sacrificial Lamb 
for the sins of the whole world, in30A.D.  — 

Now let's look at the discrepancy. The prophecy 
says that Christ would be cut off 483 years after the 


" decree to rebuild Jerusalem; whereas the history 
books say that it was 476 years later that it actually © 


happened. There is a difference of six years. How 
do we explain that? Ve ee 

The explanation comes from a comparison of cal- - 
endars. We use a solar calendar with a year of 365 


- and a quarter days, or.the exact period of time it takes - 


the earth to orbit the sun. The Babylonian year was 
354 days long. But the Bible uses a "prophetic year" 
Of twelve equal 30-day months, totalling 360 days. 
Solar Calendar Bible Calendar "Weeks" 


454B.C.). . 
J 48 yrs 49 yrs 7X7 yrs 


399 B.C. 405 B.C. 
4) 428 yrs 434 yrs Je2zx7ys 
: 30 A.D 


30 A.D. 


Total: 476 yrs 483yrs 69 X7 yrs 


. t ; ia : " 
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The Revelation uses the. prophetic year. of 360, 


-days. It refers repeatedly to a period of three and a 
half years, but sometimes it uses months (42 months), 
and sometimes it uses days (1260 days).. If we had 


used a solar calendar to calculate 42 months (or three ~ 


and a half years), we would have arrived at a figure 

of 1278 days, and our calculations would have been 

out by 18 days. : "2 Tg" 

So if we were to change the 483 years of Daniel's 
' “prophecy, computed at 360 days per year (for a total 


of 173,880 days), to solar years of 365 and a quarter, 
‘days each, we would come up with exactly 476 years 
and 21 days...consistent with what the history books 


‘state! Go ahead and work it-out for yourself. 


There is no way that this prophecy can be pushed -_ - 
. aside as contrived, or based on subjective interpreta-. s 


tion. It is clearly talking about the promised Messiah, 
and it clearly gives the date when he died. If Jesus 
_-Christ was not the Messiah, then. we must look for 
someone else who died in the same year. How could 
such a prediction have been made hundreds of years 


ahead of time without help from God. Where is there | 


any prediction in all history. which can be more objec- 
~ tively proven to be supernatural than this one? 
If you get nothing else from this book, let it be very 
clear to you right now. that there is a God in heaven 
7 who has spoken to. us through the: Bible and, more 
importantly, he has spoken to us through his Messiah, 


‘Jesus Christ. Your very existence on this_planet is. - 
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‘for the purpose of gauging whether you are going to 
respond to God in faith, or whether you are.going to 


go on doing your own selfish. thing. You cannot be 


“neutral. You cannot argue that there is no evidence 
~ one way or the other. You cannot remain complacent. 


You will be judged eternally on the basis.of how you 
respond to the voice of God coming through his Son, 
Jesus:Christ. FS ; 


"ss Appendix, Chapter6 pala 
Daniel 9:24-26. "Seventy weeks are determined upon your 
people and upon your holy city, to finish the transgression, and to | 
make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the visionand: 
prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. Know therefore and under- 
stand that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and 
to build Jerusalem, unto the Messiah the Prince, shall be seven 
weeks and threescore and two weeks. The street shall be built 
again, and the wall, even in troublous times. And after threescore 
and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself.. And 
the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and 
the sanctuary, and the end thereof shall be with a.flood, and unto 


“. .the end of the war desolations are determined." 


Revelation 12:6, 14. The woman fled into the wilderness, where 
she has a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a 
thousand two hundred and sixty days... To the woman were given 
two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, 
into her place where she is nourished for a time and times and half 
atime, from the face of the serpent. ; 

Revelation 11:2-3. ...the holy city shall they tread under foot 
forty-two months. And | will give power unto my two witnesses, 
and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and sixty days, 
clothed in sackcloth. _ : 

Revelation 13:5. There was given-unto him a mouth speaking 
great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to. ~ 
continue forty-two months. : ’ 
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Theoretically the end of the world could still be an- | 


other 1,000 years or more away. Despite claims to the 
contrary, there appears to be nothing in scripture that 
says when it will happen. However, because some 
things leading up to the end are already starting totake 


- shape, it is quite likely that the end is very near. 


And just because we cannot at this point say when 


~ the end will come, does not mean that we won't know 


until the last minute. In fact, there is a very precise 
countdown over the last seven years before Jesus 
returns; and there are certain things to look for. as an 


_ indication that the countdown has begun.. 


These last seven years are referred to in Daniel's 


. prophecies, but they are referred to more extensively in 


the prophecies of The Revelation. We will concentrate’ 
more on the details of what actually happens at that 


_ time in later chapters. But for now we will just discuss 
. the significance of this missing "week". 
Recall that the angel Gabriel spoke to Daniel _ 


concerning “seventy weeks” or 490 years. (Daniel 


9:24) He said, “Seventy weeks are determined for _ 


your people and for your holy city, to finish the trans- 


gression, and to make'an end of sins, and to make 
- reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting 


righteousness, and to seal up the vision and proph- 


~ ecy, and to anoint the most Holy." But so far we have 
_ only considered sixty-nine of these seventy Woes. 
i.e. trans 954 BE. to 30 A.D. 
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The angel Gabriel had promised that by the end | 


- of the seventieth week everything would be apples 


for Daniel's people. Evil would be wiped out and 
"everlasting righteousness" would take its place. 
So if 483 years ended in 30 A. D., when Jesus was 
crucified; then all the problems of the world should 
have been pretty well fixed up seven years later, in 
37 A.D. Was that what happened? 

Far from it. The followers of Jesus Christ were per- 
secuted andkilled following his death and resurrection, 
and it was Daniel’ 's own people who were doing it! . 

Just as a threat from God might be reversed if 
people repented, it seems that a promise might be | 
reversed if people turned away from him. However, : 
with a prophecy of this magnitude, you would think that 
God could have exercised his ability to look ahead and: 
see what was going to happen, and said something 
to avoid confusion. . 

_ Closer examination shows that God did exactly 
that. He not only knew that Daniel's people would 

reject Christ, but he also knew that it would set in . 
motion events that would Significantly change the 
world thereafter. And we will show that the Seventy 


~ Weeks prophecy took all that into account when it 


was first-written. 
Long before he was crucified, Jesus Christ taught 


- people that God wanted to doa new thing.. something 


very big... something that would not be restricted by 


‘the limited political ambitions of the Jewish peeps 
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- Jesus was famous for commending such non-Jews 


. asaRoman soldier and a Canaanite woman, for hav- . 


ing greater faith than he had seen evidenced in any 


of the Chosen People (Israel). (Luke 7:9; Matthew - 


15:28) He told a‘Samaritan woman that a time was 
coming when it wouldn't matter whether a person 


_ worshipped in the holy city of Jerusalem or not, as 


long as their heart was right. (John 4:21) And then 
there is the famous story of the Good Samaritan, in 
which Jesus uses a member of the despised, hereti- 
cal cult of the Samaritans as an example of the kind 


_of person that God is looking for. | 
Jesus also made disparaging comments aboutthe - 


Temple in Jerusalem, which seemed to be saying that 
he was more important than the Temple. (John 2:19- 


21) And it was for this that he was crucified. (Matthew _ 
. 26:61) No wonder that his own people rejected him!. 


Was this the Messiah who was supposed to unite all 


of srael and lead them in establishing the rule of God 
- over all the earth? Hardly! - 


2 What Jesus was doing was challenging Israel to 
lay down their petty limited vision of God in political 


terms, and to see him in universal spiritual terms. It 
is still difficult to get people to see that today,. because 
the organisation which has followed Christ has be- 


come every bit as political as the Jews were. The 


institutional church today is more concerned with 


power and wealth than withthe lifestyle and values 
of the poor carpenter's son who wandered around 


Israel 2000 years ago. 
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Daniel's "people" were a nation, a race; areligion. 


- all rolled up into one. But the Messiah was coming | 
to reveal to the world that the Creator of the Universe. 

- was not limited to one nation, one race, or even one 

religion. He was able to look at the heart of each 

individual, and-to judge that individual alone on the © 


basis of his or her sincere, humble, believing, loving 


' spirit. This new spiritual "kingdom" that Jesus called - 
ro the "Kingdom of God" would find itself generally act- — 
—_ ing in opposition to (or "cut off" from) the kingdom - 
_of Israel, and, indeed, the various kingdoms of 


Christianity as well. 

When Jesus died on the cross, is sil "It is fin- 
ished!" and the Bible tells us that God. himself tore 
the huge, thick curtain that hung in the temple as the 


last barrier between the people and the place where’ 


they presumed that God lived.. . the "holy of holies". 


(Matthew 27:50-51) Israel.had cut off its Messiah, ' 
and God had miraculously cut off Israel. They were 


finished. In doing that, God effectively put an end to 
all organised religion as the criteria for determining 
whether a person is a child of God or not. 

Let us read the rest of the prophecy about Christ's 


death: "After sixty- -two weeks shail Messiah be cut » 
- off, but not for himself. And the people of the prince 
_ that will come will destroy the city and: the sanctu- 


ary}. and the end of it will be with a flood; and unto 
the end of the war desolations are determined. y 


(Daniel ¢ 9: oe a. ce 


62. _ NOT FOR EVERYONE. 


In 70A: D. Roman armies surrounded a and 
destroyed the city and the Temple. To this day, Jews 
_have not been able to offer animal sacrifices; because 
it can only be done in the one Temple, and in the one 
place (now occupied by a sacred Muslim mosque). 
Daniel 9:26. could be describing what happened in 70 
A.D. The people (Roman armies) of the prince that will 


come (a future evil leader) destroyed the city (Jerusa- - 


lem) and the sanctuary (Temple). This is the military 


interpretation of the passage. But that did not take’ 
' place until forty years after Jesus was executed. 


We said earlier that prophecies are often writtén so 
as to say more than one thing at the same time. In 
Daniel 9:24-26 Christ is called "the Prince". So Christ 


~ is the "prince that will come". It is his people (early 
. Christians)who destroyed the power of the Temple and 


the Holy City. There was no flood of water, neither in 30 
A.D. norin70A.D., but there was a flood of people who 
joined the Christian Church on the Day of Pentecost, 
“seven weeks" (ironically) after Christ was crucified. 
Thousands were sweptinto this new movement, which 
then proceeded to change the world. 


. two of the twelve 
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So Daniel 9:26 may be saying that the Beant (follow- - 


ers) of the Prince (or Messiah), had, by their faith, put 
an end to the so-called Chosen People, their Temple, - 


and their Holy City. Daniel's people had cut themselves se 


off by cutting off their Messiah; and the last week (or 
seven years) was thus, taken away from them. 

But Daniel's prophecy continues in Daniel 9:27. 
"He will confirm the covenant with many for one 


E week; and in the midst of the week, he will cause the 
F. sacrifice and the oblation to cease." 


Hereis areference to the missing "week". Because 


F the chosen people were “cut off" at the same time 
| that their Messiah was “cut off" (by their own choice), 


the last week was put on hold. It has been on hold 


» ever since 30 A.D. when Jesus Christ was crucified. 


But the visible people of God stitl have seven ae 
of reign left. 


What makes Christianity different from Judaism ' 
is that it is not a political organisation. It is an invis- 


ible, spiritual organisation, whose membership only 
God knows. This concept of "God's people" is more 
correct than that of political Israel (which is now only 
amel anywny. the 
others having been lost. »% 

But we are talking about twei pri neces here—a good 
one and a bad one. We are talking about something 
that will put an end to sin and establish “eternal right- 
eousness”. Could both of these princes be planning 
to confirm a covenant with someone for one "week", 
or seven years just before Jesus returns? 
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For the Jews, who want only to have their Temple 
back, and to be able to sacrifice animals fortheir sins, 
the "covenant" has to do with them as anation, arace, 
and ateligion. Their religion will not be complete until 


‘they have their Temple. This is the "old covenant" or 


what Christians call the "Old Testament". 
For Christians there is a different covenant, paid 


~ for with the sacrificial blood of their perfect Lamb. Itis_ 
not a covenant for a military kingdom, but a covenant — 


for a spiritual kingdom. For 2,000 years we sincere 


| - believers have been isolated from each other. No - 


visible organisation can ever claim to have been the 


_ kingdom of God on earth. Always there has been a 


mixture of weeds and wheat, sheep and goats, good 
and bad. 


But for these last seven years, the "good guys": 


(i.e. the ones that God has personally examined and 
determined to be genuine, sincere servants, willing 


_ to do anything that he says), will be visibly united j in 
one body consisting of twelve tribes. 


In Revelation 7, God "seals" (or "“confirms") 144,000 
of his "servants". He organises them into tribes of 
12,000 each. St. Paul taught that those who claim 
to be Jews (or more correctly, "children of Israel") 


_through their physical relationship with Abraham are - 


now no more children of Israel than are the Arabs. 


(Galatians 4:22- 28) "We," says Paul, referring to 


people who have accepted Jesus as God' s Messiah, 


“are the true children of promise. aie 
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When the religious Jews make an agreement with 


the evil"prince" to get their Temple back, the true chil- 
dren of God will be organised by theirprince into tribes. 
And he will do it by supernaturally communicating to 


each of us through his Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God 
has made the bodies of all true believers his Temple -_ 


now. And when all these believers become visibly 
united, they will be the ultimate fulfilment of Daniel's 
"yeople", living-out their final seven years on earth. 
But will there be some outward sign that the last 
seven years have begun? Since the last seven years 
will be marked by an agreement to rebuild the Temple 


(or in some other way to allow animal sacrifices to. - 
resume) in Jerusalem, this is what people should be 


watching for. When animal sacrifices resume in Je- 


rusalem, you will know that there are less than seven 
years left until the end. ' 


Later we will look more closely at exactly what hap- 


“pens ini: those final seven years. 


Appendix, Draper? 7 


Luke.7:9. [about a. Reman soldier| When Jesus heard , 


these things, he ... said to the people that followed him, “I 
say to you, that | have not found so area faith, no, not in 
Israel." 

- Matthew 15:28. [to a Canaanite weenie Jesus . said 
to her, "Oh woman, great is your faith. Be it unto you-even 
as you will." And her ia al was made whole from that 
very hour. 

John 4:21, 23. (to a Samaritan woman) Jesus said, 

"Woman, believe me, the hour comes when you will neither 
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“in this mountain nor yet at Jerusalem worship the. Father... 


The hour comes and now is, when true worshippers. will 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth; for the Father seeks 


‘such to worship him." 


John 2:19-21. Jesus said to them, "Destroy this temple 


-and inthree days | will raise itup." Then saidthe Jews, "Forty- 
six years was this Temple in building, and will you rear it up | 
_in three days?" But he spoke of the temple of his body. 


Matthew 26:61. [Jewish leaders] said, "This fellow said, 
‘1am able to destroy the temple of God and to build. it in 
three days’." 

John 19:30.. When teens had received the vinegar, he 


_ Said, “It is finished," and he bowed his head abl gave up 


the ghost." 
Matthew 27:50-51. esa when he had cried again with 
a loud voice, yielded up the ghost; and behold, the veil of the 


- temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom. 


Acts 2:41. Then they that gladly received his word were 


baptised, and the same day there were added unto them — 


about three thousand souls. 
. Acts 4:4. Many of them which heard the word believed, 
and the number of the men-was about five thousand. 
‘Revelation 7:2-4: | heard the number of them which 


_-were sealed: There were sealed a hundred and forty-four 


thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel. . 
_ Galatians 4:22-26, 28. Itis written that Abraham had two 
sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a free woman. 


. He who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh, 

'. but he of the freéewoman was by promise. These things are 
"an allegory; for.these are the two covenants, the one from 
Mount Sinai, which genders to bondage, which... answers 
- to Jerusalem which is now and which is in bondage with her 


children. But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the 


_ mother of us all... Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the . 
- Children of promise. . 


8. Do the Pieces Fit? 


In Chapter Three we gave some rules to observe ins 


_ studying a prophecy. We will now consider them with 


~. to-see if the pieces fit. 


a gf 


r Literal Meaning of the prophecy. Did we try to make. 


& . was not saying? Or was our interpretation consist- 
- ent with the literal meaning of the prophecy? Bear in 
mind that the literal meaning of a prophecy is almost 


ings. But hidden meanings aside, any theory must be 
consistent with at least one of the meanings. 


more than one possible meaning. inour interpretation, 
“we discussed the two different possibilities with regard 


to the "prince that will come" (one being Christ, and. 


p the other being an evil leader whom we will eventually 

/ — identify as the Antichrist), and we discussed the two 
different"covenants" (one fora Temple in Jerusalem, 
and the other for visible unity amongst all true.believ- 
ers). We suggested that there was truth in both of 
these interpretations, and both-are at least partially 
consistent with the literal sig a 
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regard to the prophecies about the Gavan Weeks, be be 
The first thing we said you should tok, at was the 


the Seventy Weeks prophecy say something that it 


always hidden, or made more obscure, through the © 
‘use of terms which can have ‘several different mean- .- 


As. it happens, although the dates (with regardto 
the decree byArtaxerxes to rebuildJerusalem, andthe __ 
Messiah being cutoff) are both objectively measurable, te 
several other key | words in the. prophecy. may have 
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| We also cormmanios on the term "cut off" and how 
it could have several meanings. It could mean that 
the. Messiah would die, but it could also mean that 
the Messiah would be.cut off from his people. Again 
we felt that both of these meanings could have been 
fulfilled at the same time. 

The second test of a prophecy is whether or not 
it is consistent with Secular Events. Secular events 
can be helpful in determining which of several possible 
meanings is the correct one. As we now Jook back. at 
history, Jesus of Nazareth was both killed and cut off 

from fellowship with his people, the Jews, inthe year 30 


A.D. If he was, in fact, the Messiah, these events bore - 


out the authenticity of both of those interpretations. 
The prophecy was alsa about Daniel's "people". 


; The destruction of the sacred curtain in the Temple, at 
. » the time of Jesus' death, strongly supports the theory — 
~ that his death signified the end of the Jews as. "God's 


"Chosen People". 

Of course other people died i in iiss same year Jesus 
was killed. So technically:the prophecy could have 
been about someone besides Jesus of Nazareth. But 


__” whoever itwas should have been killed, or in some way 


"cut off" i in30A.D. Today, 2,000 years later, there’can 
be no doubt that secular history has proven that this 
same Jesus has had the great influence that the Jews 
had hoped their Messiah would have. There was no 
one else alive around 30 A.D. who could possibly rival 
‘him as the person referred to in the prophecy. 
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With regardto the last seven years, which have not. 
yet taken place (and which we have not yet studied in 


- detail), iti is alittle harder to find evidence from secular - 
- — events. However, anyone with intimate knowledge: * 
. of Jewish ideology would know that events are-tak-. 


ing place which could well lead to animal sacrifices 


_ resuming in Israel. 


Israel as a nation longs dasplntary to rebuild its 
Temple. The fact that one of the most holy of all Mus- 
lim mosques (The Dome of the Rock) has been built 


on the sacred Jewish site where the Temple should 


be, poses a serious political dilemma. A number of. 
years ago, a mentally disturbed Australian thought he 


could help Godby blowing up the mosque; but he was 


apprehended and charged. In 1998, a conservative 


Jewish group made a public request for parents to 
. donate their first- -born male sonstothem, to betrained 


and ritually- prepared to act'as priests:iffwhen. a new " 


j ~ Temple is built. .Over the-years there have been.a: 
*- number of moves to re-establish: animal sacrifices. 


One proposal for an ecumenical Temple involved 
three different temples in one: one for Muslims, one. _ 


- for Christians, and one for Jews, with all of them on 
the same sacred site. ‘More bizarre plans call for 


tunnelling under the mosque and making a subter- . 
ranean Temple directly beneath the Muslim mosque. 
One way or another, it appears to be only a matter of 
time before a Temple will be built and the old ope 
covenant will be ‘continues. 
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The third thing to look :for in understanding a 
_. prophecy is Spiritual Lessons. We have shown 
2 that everything about the Seventy Weeks prophecy 


seemed to be emphasising a contrast.between -_ 
political force and spiritual force, between national © | 


identity and individual faith, between worshipping 


buildings and worshipping the God in whose name. 
the building was made, between serving earthly © 


kings and kingdoms and serving a heavenly king and 
‘ kingdom. It was because of their blindness to these 
_- lessons that people did not understand so many of 


i; the prophecies about Christ to. begin wita. Anditis . 


7 becuse people continue to. miss the significance 
0 these: lessons that they continue to reject Christ 
_ today. The worldis obsessed with political structures; 


_ whereas the Christian message is that there is.no 
_ political structure in the world that can guarantee you - 


t 


" spiritual peace or eternal salvation. 


_” .. Allof the lessons above’ are more or less parts 


_ of the same lesson, whichis that God is looking for 
personal faith, and not organisational or national af- 
filiation, As we study further prophecies, both in the 


book of Daniel and in The Revelation, we willsee that 


_ this same general lesson comes up repeatedly. 
_ - Finally, a prophecy must be examined with re- 


gard to the Use of Code Words. We have already — 


, mentioned two terms (Prince, and Covenant) which 
were shown to have double meanings within this 
prophecy; but there are others. 7 


\ 
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~ Sometimes code words are used to hidethe mean- 
ing of the prophecy. The Seventy Weeks prophecy 


Ewart dwith a reference tothe rebuilding of Jerusalem, : 


and it concluded with a reference to sacrifices in the » 


Temple. For those who put their faith in the city. and {i 
-the building, these references may have given them: 


some feeling of safety over the years, i.e. a belief that 


what really matters to God are things like the rebuilding 


of the ‘holy city of Jerusalem and the resumption of 


__ ritual sacrifices in the Temple. Had they thought that 
“the prophecy was actually threatening their. Temple 
or their city, they might have removed it from their. 

“holy books long before it was fulfilled. 

Code words often link one prophecy with other © 


‘prophecies, so. that they each reinforce the same 
truth. The words, "Jerusalem" and "Temple" are im- 


- portant concepts in prophecies that are found both 


in the Gospels and in The Revelation. _ 
One of the saddest passages in the Bible comes 
from Matthew '23:37-38, where Jesus says: “Oh 


Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you that kill the prophets _ 
_ and stone them which are sent to you, how often :. 


would | have gathered your children together, even 


as a hen gathers. her.chickens under wings, but you . 


would not [let me]! Behold, your house is teft to you 
desolate." He then said to his disciples, in reference 


to the Temple, "Do you see all these things? Truly | — 


say to you, there shall not be left here one stone on 


- another that shall ‘not be thrown down!" 
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This statement, in Matthew 24: 2, comesatthe start 
of the longest continuous prophecy about the-end of 


the world in all of the Gospels. Christ is saying.that - 


what lies ahead for the world as a whole, Starts with 
desolation for Jerusalem and destruction for their 
beloved Temple: : 

The concept of a more spiritual Temple andamore 
spiritual Jerusalem was made more complete after 
the resurrection of Christ from the dead, when‘ he 
sent his Holy Spirit to live inside of his followers. This 


_ experience enables believers to communicate directly 


with God, and to develop a direct link that does not 
depend on human institutions or mediators. _ 

St. Paul says, "Don't you know that your body i is 
the temple of the Holy Spirit now?" (| Corinthians 
6:19) Then in another place, he says, "Jerusalem 
which now is, is in bondage with her children. But 


- Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother 


of us all." (Galatians 4:25-26) 

In the Revelation, the concepts of a Temple in 
heaven (Revelation 11:1) and a city come down from 
heaven, calledthe New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:2), 
are also taught: 

So the. Seventy Weeks prophecy i is saying much 
more than just that Jesus Christ was going to die in 


-80A.D. ‘Itis one piece in a much bigger puzzle, and 
So far, in addition to being measurably accurate, it fits - 
in neatly with the overall picture that. God is trying to. 

~ give us through Bible prophecy in general.. 
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ject. ‘Chapter 8 


Matthew 23:37-24:3: OhJerusalem, Jerusalem! Youthat 
_ kill the prophets and stone them which are sent to you, how 


often would | have gathered your children together, even as’ 
a hen gathers her chickens under her wings, and you would 
not! Behold your house is left to you desolate. For | say 
to you, You shall not see me henceforth, till you shall say, 
"Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord." 

And Jesus went out and departed from the Temple. 


His disciples came to him to show him the buildings of the - 


Temple, and Jesus said to them, "Don't you see all these 
things? Truly | say to you, there will nat be left here one 
stone on another that will not be thrown down." 

And as he sat upon the Mount of Olives, the disciples 


-came to him privately, saying, "Tell us when shall these 


things be? And what shall be the sign of your coming and 
of the end of the world?” _~ 

Revelation 11:1. There was given.me a reed like a rod, 
and the angel stood, saying, "Rise and measure the Temple 
of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein." 

- Revelation 11:18. The temple of God was opened in 
heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his 
testament. There were lightnings and voices and thunder- 
ings and an earthquake.and great:hail. 

Revelation 21:2-3.. | John saw the holy city, New Jeru- 
salem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as 
a bride adorned for her husband. And | heard a great voice 
out of heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with 


men, and he will dwell with them, andtheyshallbehis people. - 


God himself shall be with them and be their God." 
Revelation 21:10. He carried me away in the spirit toa 


great and high mountain, and showed me that great city, the: 


holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God. 


Revelation 21:14. The wall of the city had twelve foun- . 


dations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of 
the Lamb. . 

Revelation 21:22. | saw no temple. therein, for the Lord 
God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 
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WARNING! ~ 


Faith in miracles and faith in prophecies 
won't save anyone. The only ag that will 
save you is faith-in GOD. 


So even though we have just shown you . | 


(in chapters 6-8) proof that the Bible accur- 
ately predicts the future, faith in God and a 


__ willingness to do what is right, should not — 
_ depend on whether or not this prophecy is 


accurate, or even whether it exists. 


‘Hopefully the prophecy will cove in- 


_ Spiration and encouragement to people who 


are finding it hard to have faith in today's 
world. But there is another prophecy that 


says the coming world leader will "think to 
change times", (Daniel 7:25). apparently as 


part of his " war on the saints". 


The morethat calendars change, the harder 
it will become to recognise the accuracy of 


i the Seventy Weeks prophecy. And you can 

be pretty sure that the Antichrist will want to 
obliterate references to Christ's birth fromthe 
calendar when he comes. to es ea Watch ; 


for Mm 
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9. World Empires : 
We have noted that one of the recurring themes. 


p of Bible prophecy is that God has a spiritual kingdom - 


which is more powerful than any earthly kingdom. 
But people invariably Jean in favour of political power 


rather than spiritual power. When his own people,the  . 


Children of Israel, asked to have aking, God gave in- 
to their wishes; but he stated that they only wanted 


a ~ a king because they had already turned away from 
him. (I Samuel 8:4-8) Their spiritual leader, Samuel, - 
- told them it was "great wickedness" to be wanting a 


king.. (1 Samuel 12:17-19) 
One of the world's greatest sociologists, Max We- 


ber, did a monumental study of the various religions 


of the world, and came to the conclusion that every — 


~ major religion exists for one purpose, and that is to. 


teach the people to worship their country and their 
king. Despite all the talk about God, and about other. 


religious matters, there is preciouslittle evidence that 


any religion has a commitment to truth, love, faith, or 


. God thatis stronger than their loyalty to their COUNTY. 2 


Their talk of God is alla sham. 

So it is little wonder that the King of kings... the 
God of heaven... . the Creator of the Universe would - 
be more than a little upset with our stubborn faith in 
"the arm of flesh" to save and defend us, rather than | 
his transcendent power. _And he makes that point _ 
abundantly clear in prophecy after prophecy. . . 
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Aprophécy which illustrates that point, ahd which ae Nebuchadnezzar : Lips : 
gives us some clues toward understanding the final : . ue? be ase 2:32-35 
world government that will be set upo on earth, is found : . ‘BABYLON . 
_in Daniel 2:31-45. . aie 
The background to the prophecy is that many of | : GOLD Daniel 9-38 | | 


___ the children of Israel had been carried away as cap- 
_ tives by the Babylonian Empire. Daniel was one of 
~ them; but he managed to get himself a pretty good 4 : 

{ ~. position. working for Nebuchadnezzar, the king of ' — SILVER 

i . Babylon. One night, the king had a dream in which ~ eS 

, he saw a statue with a head of gold, arms and chest 

|| of silver, stomach and thighs of brass, legs of iron, — 

and feet of both iron and clay.mixed together. In the © q BRASS 

| dream, a stone came out of nowhere and Struck the © - 

| image on its feet, totally destroying it. Then the little 
iT | _ stone grewinto a mountain which eventually filled the 


MEDO-PERSIA - 


Dan. 2:39, 5:28 — 


GREECE 
Dan. 2:39, 8:21 


ROME 


‘whole earth. The king felt that the dream was very 

| __ significant. He wanted Daniel to interpret it. | IRON Daniel 2:40 

| Daniel said that the statue was of the king himself; aa 

. but that it also represented four empires that would EAST & WEST . 
I; - come after the Babylonian Empire. : 9 Rev. 17:12-14 

| We know from history that the Babylonian Empire ; IRON/ CLAY oe Ta 

1 _ was followed by the Medo-Persian Empire (an alli- q om i s 
a| — - ance, symbolised by two arms of silver). This was _ q - ras tf KINGDOM WF 

| followed by an empire that Daniel said would "bear . ee 

| 


“DHEAVEN 


- Daniel 2:44, | Peter 36 


rule over all the earth", symbolised by the statue's 
: . brass stomach and thighs. (Daniel 2:39) History 
at shows that this empire which bore rule over all a ’ 
_earth was the Greek a 
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Then there wastobe a fourthempire, represented. _ 
by the legs of the statue, which would be as "strong | 
-asiron". (Daniel 2:40). The Roman Empire succeeded . 


the Greek Empire. Like the two legs, the Roman 


Empire eventually divided into Eastern Europe and _ 


Western Europe. 2. 


- Since the fall of the Roman Empire, there has. 
been no single world government . Like the feet of . 
the statue in the king's dream, the world-has been 

_ divided between dictatorships (i.e. ironcountries)and_ . 
democracies (i.e. clay countries). In the Twentieth — 


. Century the division was between the two super- 
powers, America (representing the West) and Russia 

_ (representing the East). - f), 
Daniel made particular mention of the ten toes, 
-and hereferredto them as akingdom in themselves... 


_a kingdom that is "partly strong and partly broken". : 


- So far, this empire has not appeared. 
- When the stone came out of nowhere, it struck 
_ the feet.of the statue, and in so doing, it destroyed 
- . ‘the entire image. Here is an important point that is 
illustrated by the statue and by a similar prophecy in 
The Revelation. Although the statue started out as 
-being a statue of King Nebuchadnezzar, it is also a 
statue of all the succeeding world empires. In the 
Revelation prophecy, there is a Beast with several . 
‘different heads. The heads come and go, but the 
Beast stays the same. Or as one cynical voter put 


_ it, "No matter who you vote for, you still end up with — 


 apolitician!" —. - 
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So when a humble little stone comes out of no- 
where and destroys the last manifestation of the 
Beast, it effectively destroys all the empires that have 

it'as well. Ex 
oo is the little stone? Daniel says that it is 
a kingdom which has been set up by God himself, 
a kingdom "which shall never be destroyed. bie 
kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it sha’ 


F break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 


and it shall stand for ever." (Daniel 2:44-45) 
This kingdom which is not in any way associated 
with ail the other kingdoms, is nothing less than the 


- "kingdom of heaven" that Jesus Christ spoke of. The - 


kingdom of heaven was the theme of Christ's maagege 
from startto finish. He started out by saying, ° Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!" (Matthew 4:17) 
And he finished up by saying that "This gospel [or 
good news] of the kingdom shall be preached in all. 
the world for a witness to all nations, and then shall 


F the end come." (Matthew 24:14) 


The gospel that most of the world has heard from 
the churches is about a kingdom inheaven (that you 


- only go to when you die). This conveniently leaves | 


the door open for them to continue to promote their 
various political kingdoms here on earth between now 
and when we die (including a near worship of the — 
kingdom of Israel). But the gospel that Jesus eile 
preached is one that dares to challenge the right © ; 
any kingdom to stop us from serving and gneying , 
God right now. re 
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The kingdom of heaven does not evolve from the 


other kingdoms (as each Successive empire and 
government has done throughout history). Instead 
of evolution, it is represented by revolution. Not 
military revolution, for that, too, would be like trying 
to destroy the devil by using Weapons that we pur- 
chase from the devil himself. A true revolution works 
on truly revolutionary principles. Instead of hitting 
back, we turn the other cheek... instead of fighting 
our enemies, we love them. Instead of trying to be 

_ great, we try to serve. Instead of trying to save our 
lives, we choose to lay them down. Instead of being 
a Beast, we become meek Lambs. 


That is the good news of the kingdom of heaven. 


And itis a message that has not yet been preached 


throughout all the world. The King of Babylon missed _, 


it. (He went out and had a huge statue made of 
himself, and ordered the people to bow down to it!) 
The people missed it in Christ's day. . They killed 
their Messiah. And they are missing it today. This 
happens because they are looking for an earthly king | 
who will conform to their earthly ideas about power 
and wealth. ‘ 
Jesus said to the Jewish leaders, "Did you never 

_ fead in the scriptures, ‘The stone which the builders 
rejected, the same is become the head of the corner. 
This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our 
_ eyes.' Therefore | Say to you, The kingdom of God 

will be taken from you and given to a nation bringing 


laateinaeat ee 
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1 tallan thi e- 
forth the fruits of it. And whoever will fallon this ston 


shall be broken; but on whomever it shall fall, it will 
grind him to powder." (Matthew 21:42-44) eee 
The stone is the Kingdom and the stone is ie 
King. The stone is Jesus dnd ail that he taught. Tt e | 
empires of man rest on clay by comparison, am 
~ Jesus said in another place, ei ‘spe | ie = 
i i d does them, | will liken him ' Eure 
sayings of mine an S| a al 
i i it his house upon a rock... 
a wise man which built di se 
; these sayings of mine a 
everyone that hears pees 
likened to a foolish man, 
not obey them, shall be lik bie 
i d. The rain descendea, 
uilt his-house upon the sana 
se the floods came, and the winds pea or es rao 
it t was the fall of It. - 
t.house, and it fell. Great wa | 
en 7:24-27) The kingdom of heaven's the kingdom 
that will destroy all the others abs last inreet | 7 
t is anyone really. listening’ 
a = world moves relentlessly toward de 
final world government, as people rnd aaa an . 
I religi together by their c 
all religions are drawn ther t ial 
ith i ‘God who is bigger than politics. 
f faith in a real God who is bi: 
: You will recall that we earlier idipirenste i 
iel saw in a dream. Three 
"beasts" that Daniel saw In alte 
| i ygnisable animals (the panther, | 
described as recognisable ¢ als Se aki 
the lion.with eagle's wings), but the fc 
bear, and the lion.with eagle st a 
ite diffe the others... It had iron te 
was quite different from tr tig 
nits head. Da 
brass claws and ten horns 0 a 
om of it (7:7), that."it was diverse from all the beasts 
‘that were before it." : 


a enimeveonaapemii 
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What Daniel was describing seems to be a unique 


world government which is based, not on a single 


king, but on an international alliance between many > 
nations ~ a world government that does not come’ 


through military conquest? but rather through peace- 


- ful negotiation. and co-operation... a kind of united 


group of nations! — . 
This final world government worried Daniel. in 


_ . Particular, he was concerned about the ten horns on 


itshead. He says, "I considered the horns and behold, 
there came up among them another little harn, before 
whom there were three of the first horns plucked up. 
by the roots. And behold, in this horn were eyes like - 
the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things." 


(Daniel 7:8) * : ; : 
~- Sotheten horns (and the ten toes) appear to repre- 
. Sentten countries or leaders. Butthis "other little horn" . 
__ is the real nasty, the ultimate Beast or Antichrist, the 
~-world dictator, who comes to power by destroying (or 


at least silencing) three other countries, leaving a'ten- 
member council to become the new world empire. 
Daniel seeks further information about this unusual » 


Beast, and.this is what he gets: 


“Then | would know the truth of the fourth beast, 
which was diverse fromallthe others, exceeding dread- 
ful, whose teeth were of iron and his nails of brass; 


which devoured, broke in pieces and Stamped the 
‘residue with his feet; and of the ten horns that were in 
his head, and of the other which came up and before 
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whom three fell; even of that horn that had eyes and | 
a mouth that spoke very great things, whose look was 
more than his fellows. elas 
na nid id the same horn made war with the 2 
saints. He prevailed against them until the Ancient | 
of days came, and judgment was given to the ath 
of the most High, and the time came that the saints 
possessed the kingdom." (Daniel 7:19-22) © 
‘Note that this final world leader makes war against | 
the saints. Other references to him indicate that _ : 
actually quite popular with the rest of the world. ar 
from being amonster, he comes across asa atest ; 
at least at first. True, he has terrible power; but the 


- poweris primarily used against one group of individu- 


als.:. the "saints". Everyone else seems to etek 
God's angel explained the vision further to role 

more or less restating what we have already guessed: | 

"The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon: 


j -earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms and 


shall devour the whole-earth and shall tread it down, 
and_break it in pieces. The ten horns out of this kifig- 
dom are ten kings that shall arise. Another ric ice . 
after them and he shall be diverse from the first; an os 
he shall subdue three kings. He shall speak ane 
words against the most High, and shall wear out ° 
saints of the most High, and think to change times 


~. and laws. And they shall be given into his hand until 


a time and times and the dividing of time." (Daniel 
7:23-25) . 


\ 
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: This. phrase ("a time and times and the dividing 


of time") is translated as three and a half years in 


most modern translations. It is the same phrase that 


_ ‘is-used for three and a half years (or 42 months. or 


1260 days) in The Revelation. This is the period of 


“great trouble" that is covered in chapters 8-13 of The 


Revelation. 


The dream about the ten toes and the dream about 
the ten horns both end in much the same way, with 
God setting up his kingdom and doing away with the 
systems of man. In the king's dream, he saw a stone 
strike the statue on its feet and destroy it. In Daniel's 


_. dream he says that he saw the Beast "slain, and his - 


body destroyed, and given to the burning flame." 


_ (Daniel 7:11) 


He says, "The judgment shall sit, and they shalltake 
away his [i.e. the evil king's] dominion, to consume and ° 
to destroy it unto the end... And the greatness of the 
kingdom under the. whole heaven shall be given to the 
people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom 


is an everlasting kingdom..." (Daniel 7:26-27) 


We have here prett basic 
; y much the basic message 
of Uc Revelation and of all prophecy, which is that 
God's kingdom is ‘eternal,-while man's kingdoms are 


temporary. A very simple message, and yet one that 


Is missed almost universally. People pay lip service 


Heed various concepts of God in weekly religious 
rituals; but in. practice, they look to the systems of — 


man for all that matters in their lives. 
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- Appendix, Chapter 9° watts Teg 
| Samuel 8:4-7. All the elders of Israel ...came to Samuel, 
unto Ramah, and said-to him, "Behold, you afe old, and your 
sons walk not in your ways. Now, make us a king to judge us 
like all the nations." But the thing displeased Samuel when 
they said, "Give us a king to judge us." And Samuel prayed 
to the Lord. The Lord said to Samuel, "Hearken to the voice - 
of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not re- . 
jected you, but they have rejected me, that | should not reign 
over them." \ 
| Samuel 12:17-19. [Samuel said:]""! will call to the Lord 
and he will send thunder and rain, that you may perceive and 
see that your wickedness is great which you have done in the 
sight of the Lord, in asking for a king." So Samuel called to 
the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder. and rain that day, and all 
the people greatly feared the Lord and: Samuel. And all the 
people said to Samuel; "Pray for your servants to the Lord your 
‘God, that we die not; for we have added unto all our sins this 
evil, to ask us aking." ; 
Daniel 2:31-45. [Daniel said:] "You, Oh King, saw, and 
behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness - 
was excellent, stood before you; and the form of itwasterrible. 
This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of © 
silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of iron, his feet 
part of iron and part of clay. You saw till a stone was cut out 
without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were 
of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. Then was the iron, 
the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold broken to pieces 
together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing 
floors. The wind carried them away, that no place was found 
for them. And the stone that smote'the image became a great 
mountain, and filled the whole earth. : 
This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation of it 
before the king. You, Oh King, are a king of kings, for the God 
of heaven has given you a kingdom, power, and strength.and. 
glory. ... You are.this head of gold. 
After you shail arise another kingdom inferior to you, and 
another third kingdom of brass which shall bear rule over all the 


N 
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_ dronbreaks in pieces and subdues all things. As iron that breaks 
_all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. And whereas you 

saw the feet and toes, part of potters' clay and part of iron, the 


kingdom shall be divided. But there shall be initofthe strength . 
.of the iron, forasmuch as you saw the iron mixed with miry clay. °° 


‘As the toes of the feet were part of iron. and part of clay, so the 
kingdom shall be partly strong and partly broken. And whereas 


you saw iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves — 
with the seed of men. But they shall not cleave one to another,.. . 


- even as iron is not mixed with clay. 


. And in the days of these kings shall the God ‘of heaven set: 


-” upakingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom 
- shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and 
_ consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 
- Daniel 5:28. [Daniel said to King Belshazzar:] "Yourkingdom 
is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians." 
Daniel 8:20-21. [Gabriel said to Daniel:] "The ram which 
_ you saw having two horns are the kings of Media and Persia. 
_ And the rough goat is the king of Grecia. The great horn that 
_ is between his eyes is the first king.". . 
Revelation 17:7, 12-14. The angel said, "I will tell you 
_ the mystery..: of the Beast... which has seven heads and ten 
‘horns ... The ten horns that you saw are ten kings that have 
received no kingdom as yet, but receive power as kings one . 


hour with the Beast. They have one mind, and will give their 


power and strength to the Beast. These will make war with the 
Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them; for he is the Lord of 
lords and King of kings. They that are with him are called... 
‘and faithful." a # ‘ ; 

_ | Peter 2:6. “Behold, | lay in Zion a chief corner stone, 
elect and precious. He that believes on him will not be con- 
founded.” (Note: The word "Babylon" means confounded or 

_ confusion.) — ar ae A is, 
-’ Matthew 4:17. From that time Jesus began to preach and 
to say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 


': Matthew 24:14. This gospel of the kingdom will be preached | 


in all the world for a witness... and then will the end come." 


fourth kingdom shail be strong asiron, forasmuch as 
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10. Revelation the Movie — 


_. We will now shift our attention to The Revelation, 


starting with the introduction that appears in chapters . 
4-7. Most of the introduction is taken up witha book z 
that has seven "seals" on it. In this chapter we will try - 


- tounderstand Revelation 4-7 and that "book" in terms 


of technology differences between the First Century 
A.D. and the Twenty-First Century. 

- There was a time when ink and parchment were 
sophisticated technology. Then therecame the oe : 
tion of paper and the printing press. At each stage t : 
new technology was used to communicate the will of . 


God tothe humanrace. And overtime the instruments 


through which that revelation has come have assumed 
“a sacredness which has been akin to idolatry. 
Whether it-was the stone tablets on which Sinaye 
received the Ten Commandments or Gutenberg s first 


edition of the Bible on his new press, the artefacts 


have become priceless. : | 2 
But God moves on and so does technology. Today — 


we have the powerful influence of motion pictures, 
~recorded music, and special effects. It seems only 
natural that, at some stage God would choose to re 
“these media as well to communicate his will to the 
people of this planet. 


When | started reading The Revelationas literature 
and not.as.a source of religious argument, my first 
impression was thatit should be a movie. Its ae ; 
poetry, costumes, music, special effects, and casts 
thousands were straight out of Hollywood. 
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Afew films — suspense thrillers in particular — have 


_ tried to capitalise onisolated references from the book; 


but the results have fallen far short of the overall power 
of The Revelation.. The closest thing to catching the 
true spirit of the book is the "Hallelujah Chorus" from 
Handel's Messiah, and that is based on only half of 
two verses — Revelation 11:15b & 19:16b. 

_ Itwas only gradually that | formed a theory that The 
-Revelation might have actually begun as a movie.. 
that John had actually travelled forward in time to "the 
Lord's day" or to the time when Christ himself was 
about to return to earth (Revelation 1: 10), and he had 
been allowed to watch a movie which depicted the 
epic events that would climax human history as we 
now know it. (Please note: This is just a personal 
theory, and hopefully will not take away from the rest 
of what this book is saying.) 


John then had the overwhelming task of returning 


to his own age and communicating to the rest of his- 
tory what he saw. Asa result, the book has remained 
something of a mystery for 2000 years. It has not 
been without meaning; but the grand message which 
So many have sensed it contained has been trapped 
by the limited dimensions of words and paper, wait- 


ing for the age in which we now live, when it could be 
portrayed on the big screen. Parts of The Revelation 


have been timeless, and as such the book has not 
been wasted all'these years. But its full significance 
relates to ihe people of the sli paisa ae 


REVELATION THE MOVIE _ 89 


Just as the movie, according to this theory, became 


} — the inspiration for John's book, so John's book may 


one day become the inspiration for the movie. Cecil _ 


- B. DeMille was once asked why he did so many epics 


based on the Bible, and he replied, "Why waste 2000 
years of advance publicity?" However, in DeMille's 


s case, he was only dramatising stories which were 


more or less complete in themselves. Revelation: 
The Movie, or the movie of the book of the movie, 
would be (or was, depending on your perspective!) 
what the Bible was actually pointing forward to and 
trying to describe in the first place. 7 j 
It is quite possible that any third-rate movie pro- 


- ducer could claim to be producing Revelation: The 


Movie and then proceed to give whatever interpreta- 
tion to the book that he or she chooses. To a limited 
extent that is what some of the cheap thrillers men- 
tioned earlier have done already. But ! would like 
to think that there is a specific movie by a specific 
producer — an absolutely phenomenal production 
— which actually inspired The Revelation itself, and 
which is yet to be released. Time will tell. 
Certainly. there is a powerful message with far- 
reaching implications, that needs to be communi- — 
cated to the masses of the Twenty-First Century. If 
the end is coming, people need to be made aware 


_ of all that this implies. And the audio-visual medium 


-geems to be the ideal way to proclaim that message 


' to today's world. 
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But first, some clues that led to my original theory 
that John the Revelator watched a movie and it was — 


the movie itself that inspired his book. 

_. To start with, he didn't say he had a dream or vi- 
sion, as happens with most revelations. He says he 
travelled through time to "the Lord's day". Tradition 
says the Lord's day is the day of the week when this 
all happened. But the Lord's day in the Bible always 
refers to a time in the future, when Christ will return to 
. judge the world. (I Thessalonians 5:2; {| Peter 3:10) 
While there, in the Lord's day, John was introduced 


- to. a"book".. Bear in mind that books:in the First Cen- — 


tury were not flat rectangular stacks of paper like we 
have today. A "book" was a scroll. Some very long 


religious scrolls were so big that two people would - 
carry them, one person holding each end of the pole — 


around which the parchment was wrapped. 


- . If one movie took up several reels, as is the case 


with some. non-digital commercial films today, the 
_ entire film (especially if it was an epic of considerable 
length) might resemble a giant scroll with a single pole 


inserted through the middle of all the reels. (See. il- 


lustration, next page.) . 
~ John said. the scroll was written on both sides. 
(Revelation 5:1) But he also said that it was sealed 


‘shut. It's not-easy to say for certain that a scroll has . 
writing on both sides, if you can only see the outside. 


surface: But if the material+that the scroll was made 


of was transparent, then it would be ae to see 


both sides at once.: 
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Also, while it is possible to write on both sides of © 
a scroll, it is not very practical. It would be awkward 


--ta. turn a "page" that was many metres long. => 


But whether this scroll was written on both sides or 


‘not, hardlyseems worth mentioning... . unless John felt ; 
; ithad significance. Remember that transparent mate- 
5. rials were almost unheard of in John's day, and they — 


certainly were not used in scrolls. But ifhe had seen — 


. a transparent film it would probably have impressed 
3 him sufficiently to cause him to mention it later... 


. Certainly he was very intrigued by this bookeven _ 
before it was opened. He says that he "wept much" 


; - (Revelation 5: :4) when it looked. like he was not going vy 


to be allowed to see what was in it. 
Of course, apart from credits and the occasional 


"subtitles, most films have very little writing on them. 
And interestingly enough, when the scroll was finally © 


opened; John made no mention of reading words. . 
Instead, he saw pictures, and they were moving pic- 
tures at that! (Revelation’6:2) Note that he does not . 


| call this. a dream or a vision. The action was actually 
- produced by the "scroll" itself. 
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John also described the scroll as having seven 
"seals". (Revelation 5:1) Each time one of the seals 
was broken, he was able to see a bit more of the action 


that he was describing. Butthink aboutit. Any attempt 


to put seven seals in a place where they would all 
be visible at the same time on a normal scroll, would 
also require that all seven seals be broken. before 
you could even begin to open the scroll... unless you 


_sliced the scroll into seven very thin scrolls:side by 
“ side, in which case you would have seven seals on. 
_ seven reels. (See the drawing on the previous page.) 

If the seven reels were side by side on the same . 
axle, they would look exactly like a scroll, or "book"! _ - 

And considering that sticky tape, the material used _ 
‘to seal the loose ends of films today, did not exist 

in John's day, it is reasonable to think that he wala 
. have described the tape as "seals". 

John was very keen. to. see what was in ‘this 
strange "book", but he did not know how to go about . 


reading it, until someone with special authority ("The 


-Lamb") came forward to open it for him and to reveal 


its contents. 


Then, along with the pictures t that John saw when ~ 
‘the book was opened, were sounds. He compared 
ithe opening commentary to "the noise of thunder’. 


(Revelation 6:1),'a very appropriate description of 
what the elaborate sound system.in most. modern 
cinemas would resemble to someone selban from 


‘the First Century. | 
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From what | have said so far, it is clear:that this 
theory is not based on obscure documents or elaborate 
rewrites of what actually appears in the Bible. Instead, 
itis based On an honest attempt to picture exactly what 
it was that John was describing. Readers should study 
chapters five and six of The Revelation for themselves _ 
to see if this is coming from an overactive imagination 
or if it may be the most reasonable explanation that _ 
could be given for what John said about the "book". 

- Itis tempting to label the theory about John's jour- - 
ney through time as science fiction; yet it may be no 
more fiction than the miracles in-deMille's Ten Com- 
mandments or John Huston's The Bible. God and the 
supernatural are inseparable, whether the miracles 


~ involve parting the Red Sea or ajourney into the future. 
The Revelation was written almost 2000 years ago; 


yet it depicts things that could only have taken place 
centuries after it was written. The invention ofmoving © 
pictures is but a small part of what John saw, of the 


future. This is not fanciful imagination, It is, in fact, 
- more verifiable than the parting of the Red Sea.. . 


As we-have stated earlier, The Revelation was writ- 
ten to the "servants" of Jesus Christ. Herein lies the 
so-called "mystery" of The Revelation. . it remains a 


“mystery because so few people are willing to act on 


what it has to say. However, the sensational aspects 
of the book have enabled it to survive all these years, 


. while its real purpose has.remained a secret because 


of the threat it would represent to those who are not 
prepeliat to respond to its message. 


94° - NOTFOR EVERYONE © 


A similar situation existed with Christ. He spoke in 


parables for the express purpose of hiding what he had 
to say. (Luke 8:10) People found the stories entertain- 
ing, but they failed to grasp their full meaning; and when 
_ they did sense something of the meaning, it was not 


_ easy to prove. Such was the case when some religious ~ 


leaders "sought to lay hands on" Jesus because "they 
perceived that he had spoken this parable against 
them." They were not able to act on their suspicions 


because "they feared the people", who apparently 


found the stories entertaining. (Luke 20:19) 

_ Christ used this technique to good advantage. And 
the movie industry has done much the same. It has 
__ fepeatedly challenged the establishment and exposed 

_ corruption under the guise of entertainment. Great 
films like Citizen Kane and The Dictator are just two. 
examples. And the same would be true of Revelation: 


~The Movie. Its appeal to the masses would ie in such — 


concepts as time travel and predictions about the near 

future... But its real.aim should be to seek out and to 

inspire individuals who are; like Christ was, trying to 

_. Stay true to ideals which today's world has largely 
__ trampled under its feet. Ey : 


Appendix, Chapter 10 


Revelation 19:16. He had on his vesture and on his. : 


_ thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 

LORDS. 8 ott, hee aa eg 
a Revelation 1:10. | was, in the Spirit, [at] the Lord's 
. day..And | heard behind mea great voice, as of a trumpet. 
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_.[Note: The word used for "on" here can also be translated - 


"at" as we have done above. It often meant "at a time in 


_the future", .as in Matthew 13:49.] 


Revelation 4:1-2a. | looked and, behold, a door was. ‘ 
opened in heaven, and the first voice which | heard was as 


i ~ it were of a trumpet talking with me, which said, "Come up. 


here and | will show you things which must be hereafter.” 
And immediately I was in the spirit. rs 
. | Thessalonians 5:2. You yourselves know perfectly 
that the day of the Lord comes as a thief in the night. 
_ "Peter 3:10. The day of the Lord will come as a thief in 
the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements.will melt with fervent heat. The . 
earth also, and the works that are in it willbe burned. up. 
Revelation 5:1, 4. | saw in the right hand of him that 
sat on-the throne a book written within and on the back- 
side, sealed with seven seals... And | wept much because 


Eno man was found worthy to open and to read the book, 


neither to Jook thereon. . Saat. 
Revelation 6:1-2. | saw when the Lamb opened one 
of the seals, and | heard (as if it were the noise of thunder) 
one of the four beasts saying, "Come and see." | saw, 
and behold, a white horse. And he that sat on him had 
a bow. A crown was given unto him,.and he went forth 


~ conquering and to conquer. - 


- Luke 8:10. Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of 
the kingdom of God; butto othersin parables, that seeing they 


~~ might not see, and hearing they might not understand. . 


“Luke 20:19. The-chief priests and the scribes the 
‘same hour sought to lay hands on him; and they feared the 
people, for they perceived that he had spoken this parable - 
against them. ; 
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11. The Four Horsemen .. 


The fourth chapter of the Revelation: describes. 
-. _ John's visit to another dimension, where he sees the 
- glory of God. It-is a beautifully poetic picture that he 


paints, and it is not necessary to go into a detailed 


- explanation of it in this chapter. Likewise, we have 


already described the incidents of the fifth chapter, 
where John saw the movie (or book, if you like), and 
wanted to watch it. This brings us to the sixth chapter, 
‘where the seals were removed one by one and John 
was introduced to what would be the overall theme of 
the message that awaited him. ~~ 

~ Over half of the "book" (four reels, or seals, out 


. of seven) has to do with four horsemen. These are 
collectively known as "The Four Horsemen of the . 


Apocalypse". -There is a white horse, a red horse, 


a black horse, and a grey horse. At the Battle of 


Armageddon, Christ is described as riding on a white 


“horse. (Revelation 19:11). Here John sees this same 
~._ horseman going forth to conquer. And what is he 


going to conquer? He is going to conquer the other 
three horsemen! 


The second horse is red (like blood), and the man 
on. him causes people to kill each other. The Bible 
says that this horseman takes peace away from the . 
world. Obviously he represents War. War itself comes 
from a foolish attempt to conquer through the use of 
_ weapons. The rider on the red horse has "a great 
sword". Each succeeding generation of people has 


~ 


THE FOUR HORSEMEN beatae | 


found more cruel and more sophisticated ways of de- . 


stroying other people through war. And they always | 
tell themselves that "This will be the war to, end alll 
wars." But it never happens. Fak an 
So how is the rider on the white horse going to end » 
all wars? What weapon does he have with which to do 
this? The word used here for his weapon is unclear. 
it has been translated "bow". No arrows; just a bow! > 
The. word doesn't occur anywhere else in the Bibie, 
‘and the Greek lexicon seems .to imply that the bow 
may be nothing but a piece of ribbon,-rather than the 
string stretched tightly between two ends of a stick 
like that used by American Indians. Some weapon, 
eh? So Jesus is going. to conquer all the armies of - 
the world with a limp piece of ribbon! 
In the description of Jesus at the Battle of Arma- 
geddon, he has a sword, but the sword is not held in 
his hand; rather it comes out of his mouth. St. Paul 


~~ wrote, "The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 


[they are] mighty through God, to the pulling down of 
strongholds." (Il Corinthians 10:4) To the Ephesians, . 


Baul wrote, “We wrestle not against flesh. and blood, 
~ out’ against... spiritual wickedness in high places. 


Wherefore, take unto you the whole armour of God, 
that you may be able to withstand in the evil day... 
Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God." (Ephesians 6-1 2-17) 
So our weapon is not a material sword, but rather the | 


- words of Jesus! 
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" .”. Spiritual weapons or not, people really will die at the 


_ Battle of Armageddon. God is not afraid of violence. 
_ But he does insist that he be the one who does it, and 


not some over-zealous followers who want to fight a ; 
- "holy war" in his name. a 


So the only weapons he gives to us are the teach- 
ings of Jesus. f we are loyal. to what God has said 
through Christ, he will provide us with weapons that will 
do the job better than all the armouries of earth when 
‘the time comes. For now, we must, like the Lamb, 


_ be content to merely wave ribbon-like banners at the 


forces of hell if that is what God requires. 4 
Howunlike the philosophy of the institutional church, 
which has shown a proclivity for blessing the weapons 
on both sides of an armed conflict! . 

The third horse is black. This horseman has the 
First Century equivalent of-a cash register or cal- 
culator in his hand. He is announcing the prices of 
various commodities. People are being charged the 
equivalent of a day's wages for a basket of wheat or 


three baskets of barley. These same working class . 


people are forbidden to touch such luxuries as wine 


or oil. The.picture we have here is of the business . 
_world, in their black suits, black limos, and talking on | 


their black mobile phones. They have structured the 
world's economy in such a way that most of the world 


struggles just to get the bare necessities of life, while a. 


tiny minority enjoy all the tuxuries. indeed, this horse- 


man must represent Greed. ; 
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‘We have not said much about greed up to this 
point. It was not challenged much in the Old Testa- 
ment writings, which we have been studying up until | 
now. But Jesus Christ saw mankind's desire to ac- » 


-cumulate wealth as the root cause of all the world's 
‘problems. He went so far as to teach that the spiritual 
choice we each face is not whether we will work for 


ih ill work for. 
God or work for Satan, but whether we wi 
God or work for money. (Luke 16:13) His followers | 


3 said things like, "The love of money is the root of all 
- evil." (I Timothy 6:10) "Where do wars and fighting 


come from? Isn't it because you... desire to have 
and cannot obtain? You fight and war, and yet you : 
have not..." (dames 4:1-4) And"...Greedis idolatry.” 


(Colossians 3:5) 


The black horseman symbolises all the suffering 


andinjustices that have been poured outon the earth 
because of corporate greed. The Christian answer 
is not to demand that the government do something 
about it, but rather it is that we will give of ourselves, 
all that we have! Jesus said, "If anyone comes tome. 
and does not give.up all that he has, he cannot be 
my disciple." (Luke 14:33) He said, "Seek not what 
you shail eat or what you shall drink... for all these 
things do the nations of the world seek after. . ‘ine 
seek the kingdom of God... itis your Father's good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell what you 
have and give to the poor. For where your treasure 
is, there will your heart be also." (Luke 12:29-34) 
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_ This is not a popular message, but it is the Lamb's 


answer to the problems. that now face the world. If. . 


‘we turn’and hide from this truth, then we will never 
be able to see the rest of the secrets. of The Revela- 


a tion. For, as we have already said, the teachings of 
_ Jesus are the key to unlocking the mysteries of The © 


Revelation. - ie . 
‘The fourth horse, the grey one, is clearly named. 
The man riding on his back has become widely known 


as the Grim Reaper. The Bible says, "His name that 
Sat on him was Death; and Hell followed with him." . 


(Revelation 6:82) cee eS 
The Bible Says, "The last enemy that shall be de- 
stroyed is death.". (I Corinthians 15:25) But it will not 


“be conquered through war and greed. In fact, war and 


greed only hasten death for. much of the world. And 
they both overlook the fact that we.are all going to die 
eventually anyway.. Money can buy food, clothing, 
shelter, and medicine. It can buy heart transplants 
and potency drugs. It can pay for accommodation at 


. the best health resorts and provide an environment 


that is virtually germ free. But it will not stop the Grim 


. Reaper from sooner or later appearing at your door. 


And when that day comes, it will only be the Creator 


Of life who will decide your fate for the rest of eternity. 


He will not be impressed with either your money or 


- your weapons. ~ 


_. Isn't it.time to consider that maybe Jesus, or the 


"Word of God" (the rider of the white horse), really 


can conquer death with his "ribbon"? mo 
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We Christians have-been saying for centuries a 
our Messiah rose from the dead, that he aan 
death. Today's.world doesn't give much credence . 
that. But who else is as qualified to give asco | 
the puzzles of life and death? What if Jesus anya | 
ally did rise from the dead? What if he can. conq 


death? And what if he actually can give you eternal 


ti tupi i him? : 

life? Wouldn't it be stupid to ignore : 
Ithas been said that even the richest people ere 
sacrifice all their wealth to live another five or ten 


| years, if they knew that they were only hours away . 


from certain death. They would, of course, be stupid ™ 
not to. In the face of death, things suddenly get an 
proper perspective. But for the bulk of our lives most 
F us li i die. i 
of us live-as though we will never ' | 
- This Christ, the date-of whose death was predicted - 
hundreds of years before he was even born, whose 


- life has changed the course of history, who. claims to 


be the Son of God, says that he can give eternal A 
to anyone who'will put their faith in him. True, he a 
you to.give up everything you own to follow tal ut 
is that really so much to trade for eternal life? 
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dg cs to say about life and death: 
ave learned to look ahead in even 
Wa have every part 
ithe eee not look ahead to se oe e 
ing. YOu may do alt-yeu can to 
yourself from danger and si 25. sf Phe 
urself from dat ickness, but in the end 
a building will fall on you, or a-king will have a 


killed, or you. will simply die in your bed with few 


peor taking any interest in it... 
ie fos know ahead of time that all your strength 
Ke “i _ rib 2 to win the war against death, 
voul ‘er to change now, and us ‘your 
ret ry 4 e 
- = something that will not be Saatioien 
coe we ir there isa meaning to life, it will not 
a . a life that is lived without faith and without 
i : To live a life with meaning, you must live one 
that is not destroyed by death, = 
- We have been tricked into. doing very cruel | 
i ee fo make our lives better and safer.. But 
_ 1 Believe, chapter 8) eo a 
Bes lee that the "Lamb that was slain" was really 
neti quer war, greed, anddeath. Buthe also saw 
. ee amb did it without the usual weapons. He saw 
at the answer to life does not lie in more woapat 


or more rn Itlies j 
‘more money. It lies in-taking up your "cross" and 


ers the Lambto death if need be... without hitti 
ack, and without hating your persecutors eas 
Are you ready to do that? ee 


_.» Leo Tolstoy, the world famous author of War and - 
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Appendix, Chapter 11 Eee fe 
Revelation 6:1-8. | saw when the Lamb opened one of the 
seals, and | heard (as if it were the noise of thunder) one of the 
four beasts.saying, "Come and see.” | saw, and behold, a white 
horse. And he that sat on him had a bow. A crown was given 
unto him, and he went forth conquering and to conquer. : 

When he had opened the second seal, | heard the second — 
beast say, "Come and see." And there went out another horse 
that was red. Power was given.to him that sat on it, to take peace - 
from the earth, and that they should kill one another. There was 
given unto him a great sword. ; 

When he had opened the third seal, | heard the third beast 
say, "Come and see." | beheld, and lo, a black horse, and he 
that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand. | heard a 


- Voice in the midst of the four beasts say, "A measure of wheat 


for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny. And.see 
that you not hurt the oil and the wine." . a 

When he had opened the fourth seal, | heard the voice of the 
fourth beast say, "Come and see." | looked, and behold, a pale 
horse. His name that sat on him was Death; and Hell followed 


_ with him. Power was given unto them over the fourth part of the 


earth, to kill with the sword, and with hunger, and with death, and 


with the beasts of the earth. ; : . 
Revelation 19:11-16. | saw heaven opened and ‘behold, a 


- white horse. He that sat on him was called Faithful and True. 


in righteousness he judges and makes war... and on his head 
were many Crowns. He had a-name written that no one knew 
put he himself. He was clothed with a vestwre dipped in blood. 
His name is called The Word of God. The armies which were in 
heaven followed him on white horses, clothed in fine fren, white 
and clean. Out of his mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it he 
should smite the nations. He will rule them with a rod of iron. 
He treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty 
God.. He has on his vesture and on his thigh a rame written: 
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. : 

Luke 16:13. No servant can serve two masters; either he will 


_ hate one and love the other, or he will hold to one and despise 


the other. You eannot serve God and mammon [money]. 
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12. The Twelve Tribes. 


On page 40 we gave you a rough outline of The : 


Revelation. The introduction, we said, features a book 
with seven seals. The time of great trouble is marked 
by seven trumpets. And God's punishment of the world 
is marked by seven "vials" or containers of judgment 


that are poured out on the earth. Each division over-° -: 


laps slightly on the ones before or after it. 


So when the fifth seal on the book was opened it . 
gave John a glimpse of the time of great trouble (also 


called the Great Tribulation). He saw martyrs crying 
out to God and asking how much longer they would 
have to wait for Christ to return and save them. They 


_-were told that they would have to waitalittle longer until 


other believers had been tested in the same way. © 

_ The sixth seal gave John a further glimpse of what 
would happen du ring the Tribulation. There wasa great 
earthquake; thé stars of heaven fell to earth; the sun 
go icin and the moon turned red. Sv, 

_ Then there was the seventh seal. Ita sf 
the entire seventh chapter represehts the epetthesat 
although the seal itself is not mentioned until the first 
verse ofthe eighth chapter. John said that there was 
silence in heaven for about half an hour after the last 


. seal had been opened. It is as though all of heaven 
was left speechless at the conclusion of this powerfully 


moving "book" or movie. 


“.,, What happenedin the seventh chapter (when the last 


seal was opened) was that 144,000 "servants of God". 


were "sealed in their foreheads" in preparation for the 
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- coming troubles. Apparently these 144,000 people will — 
grow in numbers during the Great Tribulation, because 
_then John says he saw "a great multitude which no 
one gould number" (Revelation 7:9), and he was.told, 


"These are they which came out of great tribulation, 
and have washed their robes and made them white in 


the blood of the Lamb." (Revelation 7:14) 


In‘chapter seven ("The Missing Week") we talked 
about this visible restorataion of God's people for the 
last seven years of earth's history. Although these 
144,000 people represent God's chosen people, it isa 


Judah was only one of them. The Jews get their name 
from one of two tribes that they represent (Judah and» 
Benjamin). The other tribes no longer exist. 

Amore complete description of the 144,000 appears | 
in Revelation 14:4-5, where we see that these people 
are not distinguished by their ancestry so much as by 
their faith: "These are they which were not defiled with 


F women; forthey are virgins. These are they which follow 


the Lamb wherever he goes. These were redeemed 
from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to 
the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no guile; for — 
they are without fault before the throne of God." 

There are two key phrases here.. One is that these 


. people are guileless. In other words, they are deeply 


‘sincere. They want to know the truth at any. cost to - 
themselves, and they are ‘prepared to: change their 


fives to conform with the truth. 


- mistake to confuse them with the Jews of today. There _ 
were originally. twelve tribes of Israel, and the tribe of 
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The other phrase is that they "follow the Lamb _ 


wherever he goes". So they are genuine followers of 


Jesus —notjust "professing Christians" who think they - 


are doing well if they go to church on Sunday. Instead 

_ they are honest to goodness obedient Christians. 
There is a third phrase describing these people 
wriigh we will not go:into now. They are described as 
Virgins", or"unmarried daughters". This feminine term 
is combined with masculine terms in such a way as to 


_ imply that gender is notan importantissue in determining 


_membership in this army. There is room for debate over 
whether the virginity spoken of here is a literal sexual 
ae just a form of spiritual commitment. 
eference to the tribes of Israel (just befor 
fore the 
book focuses onthe Great Tribulation) points us back 
to Daniel's prophecy and the last seven years for God's 


. People. The Jews were only one of twelve tribes at 


the time of Christ, but they were still officially "God's 
people"... until they rejected his Messiah. 

This final revelation of God's people will be those 
who have not rejected his Messiah (or Lamb). These 


- people will be visibly united for seven last years. 


_ Appendix, Chapter 12 
DR i ir cnn pe he had opened the fifth seal, | saw - 
f uls of them that were slain for the word « 
eo - for the testimony which they held. They cried ae 
voice, saying, "How long, Oh Lord, holy and true, do you net 


, ae and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?" 
ite robes were given unto every one of them, and it was said 


that they should rest yet for a little i 

‘ re le Season, until their fello re 
ants also and their brothers that should be killed as tie: cl 
should be fulfilled, | ae ees 


_paims in their hands. 
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When he had opened the sixth seal, there was a great 
earthquake. The sun became black as sackcloth of hair. 
The moon became as blood, and the stars of heaven fell 
to the earth... and every mountain and island were moved 
out of their places. The kings of the earth, and the great 
men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the 
mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man hid 
themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains, 
and said to the mountains and récks, "Fall on us and hide 
us from the face of him that sits on the throne and from 


L - the wrath of the Lamb. For the great day of his wrath is. 
~ Come, and who shall be able to stand?" 


Revelation 7:2-4. | saw another angel ascending 


‘from the East, having the seal of the living God, and he 


cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was 
given to hurt the earth and the sea, saying, “Hurt not the. 
earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the 
servants of our God in their foreheads." And | heard the 
number of them which were sealed. There were sealed 


a hundred and forty-four thousand of all the tribes of the 


children of !srael. ; 
Revelation 7:9. After this | beheld and, lo, a great 


multitude which no one could number, of all nations and . 
kindreds and people and tongues, stood before the throne 
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes and with — 


Revelation 7:14. He said tome, "These are they which 
came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

- Revelation 8:1.. When he had: opened the seventh 
seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half 


an hour. 
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13. The Middle of the 'Week' 


Recall how the Seventy Week prophecy finished. It 


‘said Messiah would be cut off after 69 weeks (i:e. in 30 
_ . A.D.), but then "he will confirm the covenant with many 


| +. for one week. In the middle of the week, he will cause 


the sacrifice and the oblation.to cease. And for the 


overspreading of abominations, he will make itdesolate, 


“even until the consummation, and that determined, shall 
_ be poured on the desolate." (Daniel-9:27) 
There are some strange (but important) words in 
this prophecy (e.g. covenant, abomination, desolate). 
It is worth the effort to try to understand them. 
We have said that there are two he's here. One is 


_. the Lamb of God, confirming the new covenant with - 


those who have chosen to follow him; the other is the 


. Antichrist confirming a covenant which enables Jews to a 


_ resume sacrificing animals in their Temple in Jerusalem. 

Both of these things happen at the same time and are 
Supposed to cover a period of seven years. ° 

However, the counterfeit "prince" reneges on his 


agreement in the middle of the week. Thisiswherewe 


get the period of three and a half years that is repeat- 
edly mentioned in The Revelation. For the first three 
_and a half years everything goes along nicely. The 
- Temple is built; sacrifices begin; religious tolerance 
_ abounds: But then the sacrifices suddenly cease. 


We know in advance that the "prince" who made the 


_- agreement will be behind the change. He causes the 
Sacrifices to cease. 


q . 
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THE LAST SEVEN YEARS 
- three and a half years g three anda half years 


Abomination in the holy place 


Sacrifices cease 


émple sacrifices 
bul resume ), 


Great Tribulation begins 


Daniel says, "For the overspreading of abominations, 

ill make itdesolate."  .- Pane a | 

i eae used here were repeated by ria i! : ; 

sober:warning about events just before his p> ur hie 
said, "When you see the abomination. a a 

iel the prophet) stana in. tne lM 

Srbg trical pears im understand.) then 

ads this, let him un 
mee boats ‘nd dea flee to the mountains. Let 
let them which be in Judea cleats: 

i t come down: 

i t is on the housetop no . ‘to tak 
it a out of his house, neither let him riya a 
the field return back to ae abet Bagh 
“those that are with child, and to those th 
dye days! Pray that your pe le ote sae rie | 

en sF 
i nor on the sabbath day. or shall 
piace such as was not since the bat ies oN = 
world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. be . vais 
those days should be shortened, there shai | 


~ be saved. But for the elect's sake, those days shall be 


ortened." (Matthew 24:15-22)- 
pa ee see the abomination of ae ee 
ken of by Daniel) in the "holy place" (the Temple), 


at ‘cart 
" "great tribulation" is about to. start. . This is the sig 
Jesus himself told us to look for. 
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There are several theories as to what the "abom- 


ination of desolation" is. One thing we do know: Temple 
sacrifices will stop when it starts. Other prophecies 


indicate that the Antichrist will either move himself _ 


- OF a statue of himself (or both) into the Temple, in 
preparation for a decree that the whole world must 
worship him. om 
.. Daniel concludes: "He will make it desolate even 
until the consummation, and that determined, shall be 
poured on the desolate." (Daniel 9:27) - 


Jesus used this word "desolate" in a prophecy over — 


Jerusalem shortly before he was crucified. ‘He said, 
"Behold, your house is left to you desolate. For | say 
to you, You shall not see me henceforth, till you shall 
say, ‘Blessed is he that comes in the name of the 
Lord'." (Matthew 23:38-39) 


The. desolation began when the Jews rejected - 


‘Christ. But the Antichrist wilt make the rebuilt Jewish 
Temple even more desolate, by profaning the Temple 


in some shocking way. And that will bring the Jewish - 


ritual sacrifices to an abrupt end. ” 


- The prophecy above says that the Temple will stay - 


desolate (i.e. without sacrifices) until "the consumma- 
tion, and that determined shall be poured upon the 
desolate." This phrase, "consummation" . is used in 
_ the Bible to mean complete and inescapable destruc- 

tion. (e.g. Isaiah 10:16-19, 23) The word determined 
-was also used with regard to the seventy weeks that 
_. Were "determined" for Daniel's people. 


= 
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The final words say that this “consummation” that 
has already been "determined" will be “poured a ; 
the desolate”. In The Revelation, there ts a shart iia 
after the Great Tribulation, when the "Wrath of Go ; 
is represented by bowls or "vials" being poured es 
on the earth. By the time this happens, all of Go ; 
people will have been taken away from the eatthyen 
spiritually the planet will be left utterly desolate : , 

So letus restate, in simpler words, what this propn- 
ecy is mostlikely saying. Follow along withthe nisi 
from Daniel 9:27 (see appendix below), and you get: 
"The Antichrist will make an agreement with the Jews 


= to enable them to resume offering sacrifices during the 


last seven years of earth's history. However, three Le . 

a half years before Christ is to return, the site . 

will cause the sacrifices to-stop. And because 0 re 
shocking and blasphemous things that he does, t 


Temple will be devoid of any redeeming qualities, until 
God finally pours out his wrath on an evil world. . 


‘Appendix, Chapter 13° 
Daniel 9:27. He will confirm the covenant with ie 
for one week. In the midst of the week, he will ca = 
sacrifice and the oblation to cease. be a yo He ; 
inati i it desolate, ev 
of abominations, he will make it 
consummation, and that determined, shall be poured on 
esolate. = - OSs ae es 
aie 10:16-29, 23. The Lord will send among his ee 
- ones leanness. ... He will kindle a burning... It will burn an : 
devour his thorns... inone day... [He] will pees p 
tion, even determined, in the midst of the land. 
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14. Tribulation vs Wrath 


People disagree onjust about everything that is writ-. 


_tenin the Bible, and usually there are good arguments 


on both sides. The most ‘heated argument amongst 


~ Christians with regard to Bible prophecy is over whether 
‘- ornot Christians will be forced to go through the Great 
. Tribulation. . - 2. 
__ + Some of the things described as happening during 
' the Tribulation (marked by seven trumpets) are similarto 
__ things that happen during the Wrath (marked by seven 


vials or bowls). Elsewhere in the Bible there are refer- . . 


‘ences to God's people "escaping" or being "spared" 
from his wrath. (Romans 5:9; | Thessalonians 1:10;5:9) 
_ These references are used to suggest that-we might 
also be spared from the time of great trouble. - 
'_. Those who teach that we do not go through the 
. Tribulation believe that Christ could come and take us 
at any time. This teaching is helpful in that it should 
make people more serious about being ready to meet 
God at any time. However, there are strong indications 


_. that the teaching has arisen more from wishful think- 


_ing (and psychological denial) than from an interest in 
preparedness. = 5 

~ As we Said earlier in this book, The Revelation starts 
out sounding "sweet" but it turns bitter when you get 
up close to it... Things like persecution and martyrdom 


are never popular, and this. is more true today than . 


-ever, Ina world (and a church) which has rejected the 


discipline of God, tribulation of any sort will be avoided ~— 


‘ by all means possible. - 
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St. Paul promised the early Christians that “all who 
will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 


_ (I Timothy 3:12) Thatis one promise that most people ; Ce. 


would rather not know about! ; 


The Bible says (in Hebrews 12:6-11)"Whoeverthe 9 > | 


Lord loves ‘he chastens, and he scourges every son 
whom he receives. If you endure chastening, then. 
God is dealing with you as with sons; for what son. 
is he whom the father does not chasten? But if you — 
are without chastisement, of which all [children] are i 
partakers, then you are bastards.and not sons... Now 


= no chastening for the present seems to be joyous, but: 


[rather] grievous. Nevertheless, afterward it yields 
the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who are . 


_ exercised by it." . 


“If you study the word."tribulation" wherever it a 
pears in the Bible, it becomes clear that. all of God's 
people go through such.times. Paul said, "We glory in 


tribulations, knowing that tribulation teaches patience.” 


~ (Romans 5:3) 


- There is an important difference between'troubles’ 
(which God allows us allto experience) and the wrath 
of God, which is specifically directed at his enemies. , 
(Colossians 3:6; Romans 2:5) Obviously ‘we do not i 

“want to. be the objects of his wrath; and we would 


- “hope that, as his children, this would never. happen, — 


for it would most certainly destroy us. But to escape 
his wrath, we must be willing to endure his discipline. 


~ Wrath vs Tribulation is like Destruction vs Discipline. 


~ 
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The favourite proof text for the theory that says 

_ Christians will not have to stick around and face the 
a Great Tribulation is in Luke 17:34-36: "There shall be 

- two people in one bed. One shail be taken andthe other 

shall be left. Two women shall be grinding together. , 


One will be taken and the other left. Two men shall 


- be in the field. One will be taken and the other left." 
From this has grown the teaching (which is extremely | 


popular, of course!) that all the good guys will just float 
‘up to heaven in their sleep one night, and the rest of 
the world will wake up to find us all gone. " 

But the text has been taken out of context. The 
verses just before this passage say, "In that day, he 
which is on the housetop and his stuff in the house, let 


‘ him not come down to take it away. He that is in the 
- field, let him likewise not return back. Remember Lot's 


wife." (Luke 17:31-32) Lot made a conscious choice 
to leave Sodom. He was not sucked up in a cosmic 
vacuum cleaner. His decision cost him everything he 
had worked for for years, and when his wife turned 
back, she was destroyed. One was taken, and the 


other left. 


~ The disciples to whom Jesus was speaking at the 


time understood that these people Jesus was talking 
about were being led to some kind of a hideout, and - 
_ hot just being "raptured" into the air. When told that 


some would be taken, they asked, "Where, Lord?" 
And he said to them, somewhat cryptically, "Wherever 


‘the food is, there will the birds be gathered together." 


(Luke 17:37) 
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The other proof texts for the "secret rapture" teach- - 
ing, as it is called, come from | Corinthians 15, and | 
Thessalonians 4. Remember, however, that the argu- 
ment is not. over whether Christians actually ascend 
into the sky to meet Christ (called the “rapture") when - 
he comes (for both sides agree on this), but rather itis 
over whether this happens before the Great Tribula- 
tion or after it. ae : 

The Tribulation is represented in The Revelation 
by seven trumpets. Now look at the proof texts that 
are used to argue that Christians will be caught up to — 
meet Christ in the air (i.e. "raptured") before any of 
these trumpets sound: eae is 

"We shall all be changed, in a moment, in the 


~ twinkling of an eye, af the last trump. For the [last?] 


trumpet will sound and the dead will be raised." (I 
Corinthians 15:51-52) r . - « 

"The Lord himself will descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trumpet of God. The dead in Christ will rise first. 
Then we which are alive and remain will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air." (| Thessalonians 4:16-17) , 

-_ Putthat together with what Christ himself-said: "Im- 
mediately after the tribulation of those days ... they will 
see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory. And he will send his angels 


_ with a great sound of a trumpet and they will gather 


together his elect from the four winds, from one end 
of heaven to the other." (Matthew 24:29-31) , 
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All of these: passages refer to trumpets; and in 
particular, to the /ast trumpet, "after the tribulation". 
It would be nice to think that all of the unpleasant 


_ parts of The Revelation are for someone else, and © 


__ that.we can float to heaven on flowery beds of ease; 

but if we are only interested in making the book say 

what we want it to Say, we will never learn anything 
from ‘it, and we may as well not Study it at all. 

. ‘The picture that Jesus gives of the period just be- 

~ fore his return (and after the Start of the Tribulation) 

. is one of great confusion, with many of his followers 


. . expressing dismay that he has not arrived: This is 


_ consistent with a situation where people have been 


conned into believing that he should have come before ; 


_. the troubles Started. | . 
Jesus describes the start of the tribulation (Mat- 
thew 24:16-22) and then Says that false prophets 


will be making false promises about him arriving « - 


secretly: "Then if anyone shall Say to you, 'Lo, here 
is Christ,' or 'There!' do not believe it: For there shall 
arise false Christs and false prophets and shall show _ 
great signs and wonders, insomuch that, if it were 
"possible, they.would deceive the very elect. Behold, 
Ihave told you before. So if they shall say to you, 
‘Behold, he is in the desert,’ go not forth. Or 'Behold, | 
he is in the secret chambers,’ believe it not. For as 


the lightning comes out of the east and shines even - 


unto the west, so shall also the coming of the Son of 
“fan be." (Matthew 24:23-27) . 
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much for secret raptures! Meee 
abhor there are two prophetic periods of 
time which have often been confused. The first : 
the Great Tribulation, which lasts for three and a ha | 
years. ‘The second is The Wrath, which lasts for he } 
a short period of time, and concludes with the Battle e 
Armageddon. The Tribulation is marked by aseries o 
seven trumpets, while the Wrath is marked by seven 
containers being poured out on the earth. 
‘In the next chapter we will study the events associ- 
ated with the Great Tribulation. ope te 
Appendix, Chapter 14 aa 
Romans 5:9. oH maiers justified by his blood, we shall 


-saved from wrath through him. .” eer a 
| Thessalonians 1:10. Wait for his Son from. heaven, 


"whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, who delivered 


s from the wrath to come. ia 
5 | Thessalonians 5:9. For God has not appointed us to 
wrath; but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ. i, 

nt” Colossians 3:6. Because of these things, the wrath o 


- God comes on.the children of disobedience. 


Romans 2:5. Because of-your hardness and impenitent 


heart, you treasure up for yourself wrath, against the day of | 


wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment at God. 8 
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15. The Seven Trumpets 


- As you read through this chapter, itwould be helpful . 


to get a Bible and follow along with what is being said. 
We will cover most of three chapters: (Revelation 8, 


9, & 10), and we will be adding very little to what is - 


_ actually written .in the Bible. 


Most of the text from the King James Verelon of The 


Revelation appears atthe end of this chapter. However, 
we have changed a word or two here and there (6.g. 
from "striketh" to "strikes") and have occasionally left 


out afew words to make the textfit the space available. 
There are serious warnings about tampering with the . 


words of prophecy. (See Revelation 22:18-19. ) Thisis 
because there.is always a temptation to bend things 


to make them fit our imperfect interpretations. When — 
we do that, we could upset an important part of the 


-code, which will only become clear in time. This is 
the problem with modern translations, and one reason 
why we prefer the King James Version. (It is more 
_ "literal" than other translations, with less effort made 
to smooth out the-rough spots.) 
But having said that, you may be just as qualified 

as anyone else in guessing what it is that John was 
describing, given his limited First Century understand- 
ing of. modern day technology. Some of what he 

_ describes may, as yet, be foreign to.us as well. Just 
don't get too cocky about your own interpretation of. 


what he was saying. It should become Clearer as a. wis ; 


move closer to the actual eniment 
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We earlier noted that the first four seals (i.e. the | 
four horsemen) of the sixth chapter of The Revela- 
tion were inter-related. In the same way, the first four 


q ; trumpets of the eighth chapter seem to herald four 
F _ aspects of the same catastrophe. 


The second and third trumpets sound like almost 


a " e a great 
| identical catastrophes. In one “as it were a g 


mountain burning with fire" is "cast into the sea". In 


F the other "a great star from heaven, burning as. it 
a were a lamp" fell on "the fountains of waters" and on 


a third of the rivers. The waters became "bitter" as © 
a result, killing many people. ; , 
Note: Watch for the phrase "as it were". It means 
John is not being literal. He is just trying to find some 


| “comparison from his limited knowledge to describe . 


what he actually saw. 
We are told in Revelation 8: 1 that the star's name 


a is "Wormwood", Apparently the word "Chernobyl" (the 


Russian city near where the world's worst Leer 
cident occurred in 1986) is Russian for ba ae mre 
may be just a coincidence. Or itcouldbe acluet ie ie 
star's real threat to earth will be that it is radioac “i 
The prophecy says that Wormwood will fall a 
fountains of waters". The Chernobyl disaster con 
nated ground water over a huge. area; but it spr 


~ even farther in the atmosphere. The source of most 


rivers is in the sky, where rain is formed. High pues 
of atmospheric radioactivity could affect water vapou 


in the clouds, bringing a eeaal coektail of "acid rain" 7 
~ downonthe earth. | 
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| The movie Armageddon i is based on the theory that 
- these first four trumpets are predicting a collision be- 


_ tween earth and a comet or meteor. This does appear. | 


to be what will happen. 


We are told that one-third of the life in the oceans.- 


and one-third of the ships at sea will be destroyed by 
the "burning mountain" that crashes into the sea. Such 
- devastation would.be consistent with such a violent 


collision and the unprecedented tidal. waves that would 


circle the globe. 
In the twenty-fourth chapter of Isaiah; the Hebrew 


) prophet tells of God punishing the earth before he estab- ° 


_ fishes his rule over all the world. The description Isaiah 
gives uses several phrases which seem to suggest that 
the earth's orbit will be affected when this happens, Caus- 
ing the earth-to wobble "like a drunkard". Isaiah says, 

"Behold, the Lord will make the earth empty, and make 


. _ itwaste, and turnit upside down, and scatter abroad the 


_ inhabitants of it... The windows from on high are open, 
and the foundations of the earth do shake. The earth is 


utterly broken down. The earth is clean dissolved. The | 


earth is moved exceedingly. The earth shall reel to and’ 
fro like a drunkard." (Isaiah 24: 1, 18-20) 

It may be that, along with the radiation wilt come - 
actual fires from a massive meteorite storm.. This may 


explain the destruction associated with the first-and . 
_ fourth trumpets: "The first angel sounded and there 
‘followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were _ 


"cast upon the earth. The third part of trees was burnt 
-Up, and ail green iit was but up... 
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"The fourth angel sounded and the third part of the. 
sun was smitten and the third part of the moon, and the 
third part of the stars, so that the third part of them was 7 : 
darkened, and the day shone not fora third part of it, 
and the night likewise." (Revelation 8:7, 12) . 
= ‘The "fiery hail” of the first trumpet may be a storm — 
= of meteorites, but it could also be describing a great 
> number of weapons: launched (possibly by accident) 
q from satellites circling the earth. Whatever it is, it 
L- apparently results in fires over much of the planet. 

. The smoke of so much burning would certainly blot 
out much.of the light from the sun, moon, and stars. 
Such widespread burning might also create weather - 
conditions that would result in what we: normally think 
of when we talk of hailstones. The hot air from so 
many fires would force rain far up into.the atmosphere, 
- where it would freeze. If this happened repeatedly, 
the hail might well become so big by the time it finally 
f ~ fell to earth that it could kill people. 
a The next two trumpets (numbers five and six) an- 
a nounce two quite different disasters. In one a different 
sort of "star" falls to earth after the fifth trumpet sounds. 
This "star" is a person, most likely the Devil himself, 
and he lets loose a great swarm: of stinging insects 
- which appear to originate from hell. The grass, which 
has grown back from the earlier fires, is protected from 
‘these "locusts like scorpions". The twelve tribes who 
have the "seal of God" on their foreheads are also” 
protected; but these insects bring torment to the rest 
of the world for five months. tt 


122, “NOT FOR EVERYONE | 


- The insects are described in detail. They could be 
mutations, viruses, or some kind of TES eiicess 


’ It is anyone's guess. 


Then the sixth trumpet sounds, and four angels 


_are let loose. They appear to control an army of two. 
-hundred million "horsemen". The description of the 


horses, however, suggests some modern-day military 


machine "for their power is in their mouth, and in their . 


tails." In just over thirteen months, one-third of the 
earth's population is destroyed "by the fire, and by the 
smoke, and by the brimstone which issued out of their 


-. mouths."-(Revelation 9:15, 18-19) 


The death and destruction caused by this army ap- 


_ pears to be even worse than that which occurs during 


the Battle of Armageddon at the end of the Wrath. 


There are various theories about what these de- © 


scriptions represent; but the bottom line is that some 
incredible disasters lie ahead, which will result in more 
than a billion deaths. And more significant is the pre- 
diction that, forall of the suffering that the world will go 
through at that time, people will still, on the whole, not 
repent and turn to God.. (Revelation 9:20-21) 
Finally, the seventh trumpet sounds. Aspecial angel 
appears.. John hears thundering voices, but he is not 
allowed to write what he hears. Then the angel, with 


a "little book" in his hand, lifts his hands up to heaven 
. and swears "that there should be time no longer". 


The Bible says that, at this point, "the mystery of 
God shall be finished, as he has declared to his serv- 


- ants the prophets". (Revelation 10:1-7) 
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There is always an element of mystery with regard to =. 
prophecy, up until the point at which it is finally fulfilled. 


So there will always be flaws in our theories aboutwhatit .. 


means. However, today we have more reason to believe 
these prophecies than people did hundreds of years ago. _ 
Things which sounded impossible at the time they were’ 


4 __ written are becoming far more believable now. We will 


shortly discuss a New Testament prophecy which rivals 
that of Daniel's Seventy Weeks for being irrefutable, as 
we see it taking shape before our eyes. 

_One final comment, regarding the phrase "time shall 


2 be no more". It is similar to another phrase which is 


often usedin reference to prophecy, whichis "theendof 
the world". There are different levels of "end". Itwould — 
appear that the world itself does not cease to exist at the 
sound of the seventh trumpet, but rather Christ returns 
and takes his true followers away with him before the 


| really violent stuff begins. At this point, God seems to 
F . be saying, "Time's up!" No further opportunity exists for 


people to repent (if, indeed, they would even consider it 

at this stage). God's wrath is about to be meted out on _ 

a rebellious planet, and it will culminate in the Battle of 

Armageddon. Time as we know it continues after this 
for yet another thousand years at least. 

“Appendix, Chapter 15 

Revelation 8:7-12. The first angel sounded, and shales ; 


a _ followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast 


upon the earth, and the third part of trees was burnt up, and 
all green grass was burnt up. The second angel sounded, 


- and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was cast 


into the sea, and the third part of the sea became blood. 
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‘ The third part of the creatures which were in the sea and 
had life died; and the third part of the ships were destroyed. 
- The third angel sounded, and there fell a great star: from 
heaven, burning as it were a amp, and it fell upon the third 
part of the rivers and upon the fountains of waters. The 
name of the star is Wormwood. . The third part of the waters 
became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, 
because they were made bitter. The fourth angel sounded 
and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part 
of the moon, and the third part of the stars. oe 
Revelation 9:1-10. The fifth angel sounded, and | saw a 
star fall from heaven to earth. To him was given the key of the 


bottomless pit. He opened the bottomless pit... and the sun - 


and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. 
. There came out of the smoke locusts upon theearth. To them 
_ Was given power as the scorpions of the earth have power. 
It was commanded that they should not hurt the grass of the 
earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree, but only those 
who do not have the seal of God in their foreheads. It was 
given to them that they should not kill people, but that they 
_ should be tormented five months. Their torment was as the 
. torment of a scorpion when it strikes a man. In those days 

‘will people seek death and not find it... The shapes of the 
- locusts were like horses prepared for battle. On their heads 
“were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the 
faces of men. They had hair as the hair of women, and their 
teeth were as the teeth of lions. They had breastplates as it 
were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was 
- asthe sound of many horses running to battle. They had tails 
_ like scorpions, and there were stings in their tails... _ 
Revelation 9:13-21. The sixth angel sounded and | heard 


a voice... saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, » 


My 


"Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river _ 


"Euphrates." And the four angels were loosed, which were 
prepared for an hour and a day and a month and a year, to. 
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slay the third part of men. The number of the army. of the. 


horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand, and |heard 
the number of them. Thus | saw. the horses in the vision, ~ 
and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire and 


of jacinth and brimstone. The heads of the horses were as 


the heads of lions, and out of their mouths issued fire and: 


smoke and brimstone. By these three was the third part of 
men killed, by the fire and by the smoke and by the brim- 
stone, which issued out of their mouths; for their power is in 
their mouth and in their tails, for their tails were like serpents. 
and had heads, and with them they do hurt. And the rest of” 
the people which were not killed by these ‘plagues yet did 
not repent of the works of their hands, that they should not 
worship devils and idols of gold and silver and brass and 


~ stone and of wood, which neithercan see nor hear nor walk. 


Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, 


nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts. - 


Revelation 10:1-7. | saw another mighty angel come - 
down from heaven, clothed with a cloud. Arainbow was upon 
his-head. His face was as it were the sun, and his feet as 
pillars of fire. He had in his hand a ljttle book open. He set ~ 
his right foot upon the sea and his left foot on the earth, and 
cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roars. When he had 
cried, seven thunders uttered their voices. When the seven - 


. thunders had uttered their voices, was about to write, and 


| heard a voice from-heaven saying to me, "Seal up those ~ 
things which the seven thunders uttered and write them not." 
The angel which |: saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth . 
lifted up his.hand to heaven and swore by him that lives-for 
ever and ever, who created heaven and the things that are in 
it, and the earth and the things that are in it, and the sea and 
the things that are in it, that there should be time no longer. 
But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he 


# shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, 


as he has declared to his servants the prophets. 
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16. The Two Witnesses 


re One problem people have with reading The Rev- 


_ elationis that, because they are so intent on working 
out the exact order of events, they assume, falsely, 
- that the book moves step by step through events, 


so that something mentioned in chapter ten must, of | 


necessity, come aftersomething mentioned in chapter 
nine, and something mentioned in verse five must, of 
necessity come after something mentioned in verse 
four.. The book does not jump around arbitrarily, but 
it does employ a technique used by many authors, 
and especially by movie producers. {t focuses on 


one. scene for a while, then changes to another - 


scene to observe what was happening there during 
the same period of time. Chapters 11, 12, and 13. 
of The Revelation appear to do this. . 
Reference is made in all three chapters to the 
_period of three and a half years, indicating that each 
chapter is talking about the same period of time, i-e. 
the time of the Great Tribulation, which was described 
‘in Revelation 8, 9, and 10. But chapters 11, 12, and 


_- . 13 each focus on a different aspect of what will be - 
_ happening during that period of time. Chapter 11 - 


__ deals with a spiritual stand-off between the masses 
__ of the world and two individuals with special powers 
from God. Chapter 12 deals with persecution of all 
Christians, as well as supernatural protection. And 
chapter 13 deals with the spiritual implications behind 
the world's political and economic forces. 
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E There is a reference at the start of Chapter tito. 
John “measuring the Temple of God". This concern — 


with the Temple seems to accompany a number of 


Old Testament prophet), gives a detailed description 


ferring to another battle, which occurs at the end of 


q Christ's rule over the world for a thousand years). At 


the end of the description, in chapter 40, Ezekiel, like 


| John, was instructed to measure the Temple in great 


detail. A blueprint for the Temple seems to be a key 
feature of prophecy... one of the "code words" that 


"fine up with an important message that God wants to 


communicate. 


Temple and city are fundamental differences between 


world and the New Testament/Christian idea of God 's 
plan for the world. In Revelation 11:2 itsays, "The holy 
city shall they tread under foot forty-two months." Once 
again, this appears to be a prophecy with a double 
meaning. Literally, the Temple in Jerusalem will be 
desecrated by the Abomination of Desolation during 


_ the final three and a half years. (See pages 94-96.) 
~ However, the real "holy city" is made up of followers 


of the Lamb, servants of God, or the twelve tribes who 
have been sealed. So these sincere Christians will be 
"trod under foot" for three and a half years as well. 


propheciesabout the end of the world. Ezekiel (another ° 


the Old Testament/Jewish idea of God's plan for the © 


q in chapters 38-39, of a battle which sounds like the — 
:- Baitle of Armageddon (although it may also be re- 


We have already mentioned. that the contrast a 
between a spiritual Temple and city and the material 


é 
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“att Nevertheless, there will be two Christians who will _ 


- have supernatural power and protection for the same 


~ period of time. (Revelation 11:3) They will prophesy . 


to the world, trying to get the public to see that what 
is happening on earth has spiritual significance. Like 
most true prophets, they will not be well received. But 
-_ ifanyone tries to hurtthem, these prophets will be able 


tojustopen their mouths anddeclarejudgmentonsuch ° 


_ people and the people will be destroyed. They will 
also be able to execute judgment on various nations, 
by invoking droughts, plagues, and similar curses. 

All of this will continue for three and a half years; 


but in the end these "Two Witnesses" will still be taken . 


prisoner by the system, and executed. 

The angel has another shot at the earthly Jerusa- 
lem in verse 8, by saying that spiritually it is Sodom 
(an ancient city that was destroyed for its.sinfulness), 
because of its rejection of the Messiah. - 


The dead bodies of the twa witnesses will be dis- 


played in Jerusalem for three and a half days, while 
the world ‘celebrates their death, assuming that the 
Antichrist has finally conquered the force that had been 
causing so-much suffering on the earth over the previ- 
ous three and a half years. (Revelation 11:9-10) - 
But at the end of three and a half days, just like 
their Messiah, the Two Witnesses will come back to 


life, and they will ascend into the air just as a great. 
- earthquake hits Jerusalem, killing seven thousand ; 


people there. (Revelation 11:11-13)- 
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This coincides with the return of Christ, when. 


the choirs of heaven start to sing Handel's Messiah — 


(Well, perhaps something similar):."The kingdoms of 

F this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and. 
of his Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever!" 
(Revelation 11:15) Very inspiring stuff! 

The chapter concludes with John seeing that the 
real covenant (or Testament) and the real Temple 
are in heaven. He is told that itis now time for God's 
Wrath to begin , in which Godwill"destroy themwhich 
destroy the earth." (Revelation 11:18-19) 

At this point, | would like to make some general 
comments about the Two Witnesses: People like 
John the Baptist, Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
Christ himself were real people like you and me. In 
one way or another they each came to understand 
that they had very important roles to play in their 
day. They had each been specifically predicted in — 
the Jewish scriptures. . 

The same is true of two people who are very likely 
alive in the world today. People can miss out on God's 
call for their lives by settling for something less than 
his best: It is easy to believe that the great saints 
of the past were bigger than life, that they did things 
that none of us could do today. But this is not.true. 
God des erately’needs more ‘candidates for such 
positions as that of the Two Witnesses. As the cat in 
an Australian ad for the lottery would say, "Someone 

has to do it; it might just as well be you!" 
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But when we talk of doing something great for God; 


most people see only the glamour, the spectacle, and — 


the fame. They delude themselves into believing that 
they need only claim this role for themselves and it will 
be theirs. Mental hospitals are full of people with such 
delusions of grandeur, each convinced that the world 
need only recagnise them for the messiah or god that 
they are and then they will be unstoppable: -" 
The. truth is that genuine spiritual greatness does 


_ Not seek glory; it is too busy serving God and others. 


The Bible says that the spirit of the great Old Testament 


prophet Elijah was in John the Baptist, making him the 
Official herald of Jesus Christ (Matthew 17:11-13); yet _- 


John the Baptist himself was not even aware of this. 


_. (John 1:25) He did not need to think of himself as be- - 


ing great in order to be great.- In fact, thinking about 
being great is one of the greatest hindrances to true 


, Spiritual greatness. The message of The Revelation 
as we have said before, is that a spiritual Lamb that 

_Was killed by a ruthless system will finally end up rul- 
ing the entire world. He said, "if you want to be great, - 


become a servant." (Mark 10:44) . 


What the Two Witnesses do is witness". They _ 
‘call on others to get ready for Christ's coming. God 
needs thousands to do that today. If you find people » 
burning up when they try to kill you, then chances are - 


you're one of the elite "Two". But if not, you should not 
stop witnessing; and you should be prepared to die 


for your faith in the process. That is the job of every 


true follower of God. 


THE TWO WITNESSES «181 
: Appendix, Chapter 6. LS oe 
Revelation 11:1-13, 15-19. There was given me areed like a 
rod, and the angel stood, saying, "Rise and measure the Temple 
of God... But the court which is outside the Temple leave out, 


* they will tread under foot for forty-two months. a3 
_ [will give power to my Two Witnesses, and they will prophesy 
a thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth... If 
anyone will hurt them, fire proceeds out of their mouth and devours ° 
* their enemies...-These have power to shut heaven, that it not 
‘rain... and they: have power over waters, to turn them to blood, » 
and to smite the earth with all plagues... ; 
"When they have finished their testimony; the Beast that as-. 
cends out-of the bottomless pit-will make war against them and 
will overcome them and kill them. Their dead bodies will lie in the 
street of the great city which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, 
’. where also our Lord was crucified. Those of the people... and 
~ nations will see their dead bodies three days and a half, and will 
not allow their dead bodies to be put in graves. They that dwell 


gifts one to another, because these two prophets tormented them 

that dwell onthe earth, fe 
"After three days and a half... they stood on their feet, and 

_- great fear fell on those who saw them. They heard a great voice 


F heaven in a cloud, and their enemies beheld them. — 
e "The same hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of 
the city fell. In’the earthquake were slain seven thousand. The 
remnant were afraid and gave glory to the God of heaven..." 


"The severith angel sounded and there were great voices — 


q in heaven, saying The kingdoms of this world are become the 


“and ever!' The elders that sat before God [gave thanks to God]... 


prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear your name... and 
should destroy them that destroy the earth.’ - 


a a seen in his Temple the ark of his testament..." 


on the earth will rejoice over them, and make merry, and will send , 


4 saying, ‘Your wrath is come, and the time that the dead should. : 
{  ~ be judged, and that you should give reward to your servants the. 


"The Temple of God was opened iin heaven, and there was. 


- and measure:it not, for it is given to the Gentiles. The holy city . 


from heaven saying, 'Come up here.’ And they ascended upto 


. kingdoms of our Lord, and.of hig Christ; he shall reign for ever . , 


© 5 
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17. The Woman in the Wilderness 

Chapter 12 of The Revelation is another one of 
those prophecies that has more than one interpreta- 

~ tion, both of which complement the other. 
 It-is a prophecy about a woman who has a baby. 
The most obvious interpretation would be that it is talk- 
ing about the Virgin Mary giving birth to Jesus. Herod, 
~ the Roman ruler in Israel at the time when Jesus was 
born, tried to kill him, but Mary and Joseph fled with 
. the baby to Egypt, where they hid for a few years, 
until Herod had died. (Matthew 2:13-15) Eventually 
_ Jesus ascended up to heaven. (Luke 24:51) All of this 
‘is consistent with what is described in the first half of 

_ the chapter. (See Revelation 12:2-6.) 

Then-the chapter describes a war in heaven. . It 
ends with Satan being cast out of heaven and thrown 


down to earth. (Revelation 12:7-9) Satan knows he ~ 


_ has only a short time left to do his dirty work, so he 
seeks revenge on God by “persecuting the woman". 
(Revelation 12:12-13) 

This prophecy also mentions the period of three 
and a half years.which has been the subject of the 


book up to this point. Obviously Mary, the mother of 


_ Jesus, is not on the earth today; yet we are told that 
this. Woman will be miraculously protected from the 
Devil (described as a "dragon") at this time, first by 


‘being given "wings" to flee from the Tribulation, and - 


then by the earth opening up and swallowing a "flood" 
.. that the dragon has sent to. destroy her. (Revelation 
© 12:14- 16) 
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Finally, the dragon becomes angry at the woman, 


and goes off "to make war with the remnant: of her. 


seed". (verse 17) 

What we have here (once again) are two parallel 
interpretations for the same prophecy. The Woman 
represents Mary, the mother of Jesus; but she also 
represents the Church, or the followers of Jesus today. 
Jesus said of Mary and of his natural family one day, 


"My mother and my brothers are these which hear the 


word of God and do it. . (Luke 8:21) 
So, while Mary brought forth the infant Jesus, his 


followers spiritually give birth to Jesus in the world 


today, as we point people to him and to his teachings. , 


The Devil used the relatively meagre political powers 
available to him at the time of Mary and Joseph, to 
try and stop the infant Jesus; but he will use far more 


7 universal political powers in an even more elaborate 
- plot to try and stop the followers of Jesus aaring the 


Great Tribulation. 
But if the Woman is the Church, then who.are the 


"remnant of her seed"?. The prophecy promised that 


the Woman would be nourished and protected in the | 
wilderness, at the same time that the dragon would -* 


make war with the remnant of her seed. 
This sounds much like a promise that Jesus gave 


concerning this same period of time. He'said, "You. 


will be betrayed... and some of you will they cause to 


be put to death. And you will be hated of all people s 


for my name's sake. But not one hair of your head 
will perish." (Luke 21:16-18) 
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./ = Most of us would think, "Forget my hair! Save my 


. life!’ But what he was talking about is something like — 


‘a boxer winning a fight, or a country winning a war. 
You don't do it without a little pain and a few casual- 


‘ties. Ultimately, protection will be ours; nothing will 
~ happen to any of us without our Commander-in-Chief 


knowing exactly what is happening.. Everything will 


. be completely under his control. But it does not mean : 


‘that he won't make decisions during the battle that 
-will cost some of us our lives. 

. Although individual soldiers invariably die on both 

sides in a war, this picture of victory despite casualties 


" makes much more sense in an army where the soldiers - 


-are immortal. Although they may put us to death, we 
will not perish, for we-have everlasting life. . 

The Bible often compared suffering for a good 

cause to the labour pains that a woman experiences 


before a baby is born. Of his own death, Jesus said, | 
"You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned - 


“into joy. A woman when she is in travail has sorrow, 
because her hour is come. But as soon as she is 
delivered of the child, she remembers no more the 


~ anguish, for joy that a child is born into the world." 


“(John 16:20-21) 
Even if we are killed during the Great Tribulation, 


we know now that it will’end with us-being brought — 
__backto life and ruling the earth with Christ, When that 


happens, we will. "remember no more the anguish, 
for joy that a child is born into the world.” 
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The Church in the Wilderness represents God's 


} miraculous protection and provision for three and a - 
half years, This is similar to the servants of God be- 


ing sealed’on their foreheads so that they would be 


protected from the five month scorpion-locust plague 
; that we mentioned in chapter 15 (see the bottom of 
page 121). Although God's servants are protected — 

from such things, there will be other things that we - 
will not be protected from at that time; and we need 

Eto be prepared to go through those troubles in order 
to ultimately win the prize. | 


God will protect us, but if our whole reason for 


~~ existing on earth during the Great Tribulation is just 


to hide in a cave until it is over, then we may as well 
die and go to heaven now. Revelation 12:11 tells how . 


" the followers of the Lamb were able to overcome the 


Devil during those final three anda half years: “They | 
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their testimony, and by not loving their lives, 
even unto death." Our willingness to lay down our 
ives is what makes us the winners, just as itwas what 


j made the Lamb a winner... And a complete refuge 


from all the discomforts of the real world is not going 


to give us a chance to make that staternent of faith” 


toa world that has lost faith in God. , 

So our real purpose in being here during the final. 
three and a half years will be the same as that of 
the Two Witnesses. We will be here to bear witness 
to the world that God is more powerful than ail the. 


| forces of evil. 
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Wilderness Hideout — 


remnant remnant : 
outreach outreach 
‘remnant remnant 


To be such a witness, at least some of us will need 
to come out of our safe little hideouts in the wilderness 


(wherever that may be), at least some of the time. We. 


will need to experiment with ways of communicating 
our message quickly and effectively before seeking 


shelter once again. In the process, many of us willbe . 


captured and killed. We may as well recognise that 
now. But overall, the message.is still going to go out, 
and with it will go the good news that, alive or dead 


Appendix, Chapter 17 
Matthew 2:13-15. The arigel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream, saying, "Arise and take the young child 
and his mother and flee to Egypt. -Stay there until | bring you 


word,- for Herod will seek the young child; to destroy him." - 


When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by 
night and departed into Egypt. He was there. until the death 
of Herod. , a 
Luke 24:51. It came to pass that, while [Jesus] blessed 
them, he was-parted from them and carried up into. heaven. 
~ “Revelation 12:1-17. There appeared a great wonder in 
heaven, awoman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her 
feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She, being with 
child, cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. 
_ There appeared another wonder in heaven, and: behold 
a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns and 
seven crowns upon his heads. His tail drew the third part of 


‘the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth. 
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The dragon stood before the. woman which was ready - 
to be delivered, to devour her child as soon as it was-born. 
She brought forth a man child who was to rule all nations 
with a rod of iron, and her child was caught up unto God, 
and to his throne. pie es 

The woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place 
prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand | 
two hundred and sixty days. — 7 

There was a war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought 
against the dragon, and the dragon fought and his angels. He . . 
prevailéd not, neither was their place found any more in heaven. ; 
The great dragon was cast out, thatoldserpent, called the Devil. 
and Satan, which deceives the whole world. He was cast out 
into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 

| heard a loud voice saying in heaven, "Now is come salva- 
tion and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power 


- of his Christ. For the accuser of our brethren is cast down, 
' which accused them before our God day and night. 


“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and 
by the word of their testimony, and by loving not their lives 
unto the death. Therefore, rejoice you heavens, and you that 
dwell in them. a ers 

"{But] woe to the inhabiters of the earth and sea! For the 
Devil is come down to you, having great wrath because he 
knows that he has but a short time." ; 

When the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, - 
he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man child. 
And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that 

- she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is 
nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the face - 
of the serpent. The serpent cast out of his mouth water as a 
flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried 
away of the flood. And the earth helped the woman. The 
earth opened her mouth and swallowed up the flood which 
the dragon cast out of his mouth. a. 

The dragon was wroth with the woman and wentto make war 
with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments 
of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 
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18. The Mark of the Beast 

Now we come to what is probably the most remark- 
able and irrefutable prophecy of the New Testament. 
Unlike the Seventy Weeks prophecy there is no fixed 
date for this prophecy; but it is impressive because 
it is virtually free of double meanings or confusing 
symbols, and it accurately describes revolutionary 
developments in world banking that are being planned 
and implemented right now, even though they would 
have been unthinkable at the time that the prophecy 
was written. 

The first half of Revelation 13 introduces the Beast 
(or Antichrist) and a False Prophet (more about them 
shortly). The second half of the chapter explains how 
they will be able to control the world through a new 
economic system.The prophecy says, "He (the Beast) 
causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free 
and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, oF in 
their foreheads, [so] that no one might buy or sell save 

_those that had the mark or the name of the Beast or 
the number of his name." (Revelation 13:16-17) 

The world's banks are feverishly working toward a 
monetary system which is based on a tiny computer 
chip about the size of a grain of rice. The chip can be 
planted under the skin on the back of your hand and 
waved in front of a scanner the way items are waved 
at the supermarket now. It will be able to record every 
purchase you make, automatically transferring funds 
from one account to another, in such a way that it could 
virtually make money obsolete. 
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Implant Could Replace Credit Cards 


(The London, Evening Standard, 29th November, 2003) by Mark Prigg 


Scientists have invented a credit-card chip they claim 
can be implanted into Ned arm, allowing you to autho- 
rise payments by simp standing near a cash _ register. 
The tiny chip, the size of a grain of rice, uses radio waves 
to tell registers or cash machines who you are. Experts be- 
lieve it could replace credit cards and other forms of ID card. 
Scott Silverman, chief FR¢ Vue) sae) atl sau 
executive of American 
company Applied Digi- 
tal, which plans the first 
commercial trials of the 
system, said: 'We believe 
the market will evolve 
to use our product.’ 
The chip is implanted 
just under the loose skin 
in the forearm in a small 
operation, using a local 
anaesthetic. The proce- 
dure takes about three 
minutes and once. in- 
serted the chip is invis- 
ible to the naked eye. 
It is activated when it 
comes close to a till or : 
cash machine sending out low-power radio waves. 
Once activated, the chip sends data to the till or ATM - this 
can be a credit card number, or an employee ID number. 
Simon Davies, director of human rights group Privacy In- 
ternational, said: 'This is an invasion of privacy. Once this 
chip is implanted, the only way to stop it would be to un- 
dergo a_ surgical procedure to have the chip removed.’ 
Mastercard has already hinted it may adopt the same ra- 
|dio technology used in the implants. ‘Ultimately, this 
could be embedded in anything,’ a spokesman said. 
American oi! company ExxonMobil is testing a system 
where users wave a key fob in front of a scanner to pay 
for petrol or for food at hundreds of McDonald's outlets. 


Note: News articles in this chapter have been edited to fit. 
yes! Zors 


5 
: The chip is activated by | 


1 A small 
operation 
places the chip 


under the loose 
skin of the forearm. 


;, completes the transaction 
E in the normal way. 
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VeriChip (now re-branded. PositivelD) is the only FDA-ap- 


proved, human-implantable microchip. The rice grain-sized | 


chips contain an RFID chip, which can be scanned like a barcode. 


In. 2004, the Baja Beach Club in Barcelona was the first outlet to 


offer the VeriChip forthe purpose of buying and selling. Itallowed 
patrons to buy drinks and food with justa "wave of the hand". The 
club's director, Conrad K. Chase, disclosed that, "The objective 
. of this technology is to bring an ID system to a global-level that 
will destroy the need to carry ID documents and credit cards." 
VeriChip's resemblance to the prophécy of a globally- 
implemented mark used for "buying and selling" is clear, 


with promoters needing to counter claims of its similar- 
ity to what is described in Revelation 13:16-17. Some tech- 


nical differences to the "mark of the beast" exist - most - 


‘notably that, to date, it has traditionally been inserted in 


the left forearm rather than in the ‘Tight hand or forehead. . 


. Although marketing of VeriChip was reportedly discontinued in * 


2010, the technology (and the arguments used to encourage peo- 
ple to accept it) will almost certainly evolve in the years ahead. 


One thing is certain: The cashless society is an increasingly via- . 
blereality. Asone billboard, featuring an advert by Maestro for 
debit cards, confidently exclaimed: "Cash is so last millennium’. 


“tts important to realise how RFID chips. ft Wo the overall context 
of the prophecy about the mork oY the beasticashless society. Micro- 
chips “sed for the sole purpose of tracking are NOT the mark Ca the: 
beast and many People (often comspiracy-theorists) get side-tracked \ 
“ito paranoid hype about government control etc. which detracts TOM 
the real issue - our attachment to the monetary system. The mark of 
the beast is for buying and selling which is why we need to go to the 


source of the problem by conpronting the root of all evil in our own lives. fe 
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Technology to do all of this has been available for 


“some titne. In 1995. it was being tested on "smart 


cards" w it is being implanted under the skin on 
' 139) - 
eople's aris. (See article on page tv: i 
‘ patie Jublic had to be weaned away from real-life 


’ tellers. They needed to get used to making purchases " 


without money changing hands. They needed to ain | 
to accept big impersonal computers knowing aboutthelr 


E spending patterns. They neededto aaa? veal eh 

{ | uni t codes which cou 7 
+ scanners and universal produc , 

: used to label every person on earth. And they needed _ 


to be conditioned to using their bodies for se ocaswabrie 
purposes: retinascans, biometric passports, li tie 
thumbprints, etc. All of this has been leading up 
microchip implant... the Mark of. the Beast. nee 
Microchip implants started out only as identifica on 

technology, and they were implanted on the flees oes 
the hand. America's biggest religious cable Hla aie 
officially endorsed the implants, stating that t ois 
no connection between them and the infamous 

a paneer’ years later, the same company ini 
chip) started marketing an implant that oe a 
for buying and selling. The Mark of the Beas - ‘ 
and the churches were sheng doch, oats a 

recent years we have see! é 
Bertin with credit ai ears tt ie 
- eftpos cards, ai 3. U 

ke ea pia now.on virtually everything we buy. 
The scene is set for microchip implants. 
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_ _Midxochip implants and a cashless society will im-|- 
prove lite in many ways. We can have one universal 

S  currency\, There will be greater contro! over drug. 

@ trafficking’ which operates on cash changing hands). | 

Robberies $f all sorts (except computer crimes) wilt 


‘Sweden could be first country 
| cashless as even he ee 


| purchased with acell phone _ worship, like the Carl Gustaf 


cards for offerings sy met ace 


bank ‘notes in 1661. Now ° that's a 

be : roblem for. 

it's fears Harter than most people = rural aie 

on he path toward getting don't have credit cards or 

Se em. ; _. + don't know how to use them 
. most Swedish cities; to withdrawcash. . 

py fe buses don't accept - The decline of cash is no- 

ash - tickets are prepaid or _ticeable even in houses of 


text message. Church in K 
. % . ar 
Ria Rg! ‘ A growing ig Sweden, ee 
esses on 1c 

take cards a eval rs ily ar Johan Tyrberg recent- 
ces which make money make.it easier fo ip- 
as electronic transactions pers to make. ine 
Lae sees handling cash ‘People came ‘up to me 
ogether. _ Several: times and said they 
__ "There are towns where it didn't have cash, but would 
ante possible to enterabank _ still like to donate money, 
- 4 = cash, complains  Tyrberg says. a 
it Persson, chairman of - (Daily Mail, March 20, 2012) 


- For now, the emphasis is just on identification and 


"tracking. Dogs and cats are already being given micro- 


chip implants that are used to track them if they should 


become lost. Politicians and industrialists in Italy are 
accepting them for the same purpose, in case they 
aeons ever be kidnapped. Parents in several countries 
are being encouraged to use implants on their children 
in case the children become lost or kidnapped 

But the ultimate use for these cards or implants will simply 
be for buying and selling... just like the prophecy says 


| “Sweden was the first Eu- id 
the u-. -Sweden's Natignal Pension- 
ropean country to introduce — ers' Organization. He ‘nal 


F efficient than it is at the moment. 


ly installed a card reader to | 


drop dramafigally when there is no longer any cash }. 2 


Eto steal. Peonle will never have to worry about losing |. “- 


their card, because it will be right there an the back of 
their hand. All invall, implanting a microchip on every 
member’of the public will make the world far more - 


But the problem for any who take Bible prophecy ' 
seriously, is that, along with the prediction that-this. 
would happen has come a sombre warning: "Ifanyone | 
worships the Beast and his image, and receives his 


‘mark in their forehead or in-their hand, the same will 


drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured | 
out without mixture into the cup of his indignation. 
They will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the 
-presence of the holy angels and in the presence of 


the Lamb. The smoke of their torment ascends up for 


ever and ever. They have no rest day nor night, who 
worship the Beast and his image, and whoever receives 
the mark of his name." (Revelation 14:9-11):- 

‘We know from reading The Revelation that a time 
is coming, a period of at least three and a half years, 
when everyone will need the mark in order to buy or 
sell anything. We understand that Christians will not 


be taken to heaven before this happens; and itis clear 


that they will be subject to the wrath of God if they do. 
take the mark. What.are you going to do about it, and 
~ how are you going to live? : 


PRE State acta, 5 cs cesartancteas oe 
oe 


_ (Matthew 6:19-34) 
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The answer is that you will either give in ay(d take 
the mark or you will be forced to live by faith’ — 

Inthe Sermon on the Mount Jesus urgedhis follow- 
ers to consider the birds and the flowers noting that 
they didn't have jobs or bank accounts, €nd yet God 
took care of them. He said that his Fate would take 
care of us too, if we would just work fdr his kingdom. 


Jesus taught that we should stop working for food 


- (John 6:27) and start working for God. He said that - 
‘ when we spend our time working for (i.e. being a serv- 


ant of) money, we show our contempt for God: (Luke 
16:13) He called on his followers to leave their fish- 


__ ing nets (Matthew 4:18-22), leave their jobs with the 


government (Luke 5:27-28), and give up everything. 
they own to become his true disciples. (Luke 12:31- 
33; 14:33). To date, very few people have ever taken 
any of those teachings Seriously. Do you know of any 


_church that teaches people to live like that? 
_ Butnow, as we move closer and closer to the actual . 


implementation of the Mark of the Beast, Christians 
who have, in the past, made excuses for not living 


~ by faith are going to be forced out of their lukewarm 
indifference. They will either have to-sell their soul to 


the Antichrist, by taking the mark, or they will finally _ 
have to start living by faith, the way Jesus intended 
for them to be living all along. 


This. is part of.the "bitter" truth of The Revelation. aad 
- And it's a bitter truth which you need to confront now, 
before it is too late. pia 
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be; ' istians are rapidly being indoctrinated - Le 
the Matk of the Beast, and the indoctrination | sae 
ing fromsome surprising places. i Lie ta se 
een worldwide interest in an ‘ . 
Sobes supposedly based on Bible prophecy. Well 


q ~ over 100 million copies of books in the "Left Behind 


series by Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins have been 


‘read by virtually everyone in Western society who has 


an interest in Bible prophecy, wi the books 
t-seller list. | 
the New York Times bes 
ws Yet this same series has ‘subtly ruben aH 
seriousness of the biblical warning against taking 


~ Mark of the Beast in a number of deceptive ways. we 


will list them below: 


1. The secret rapture. The first book in the series 


says all Christians will a seiner Seema, Te 
ime uti elie : 

time before the persecution oO jet 
i ‘the secret rapture’, implies 
opular teaching, called t | 

that present believers will never have to make a.cholce 

for or against the Mark. 


2. Ameaningless mark. When the Mark ofthe aad 
finally gets a mention in the series, it has nothing to 


do with buying and selling. Consequently, the book's 


‘ heroes get the best paid jobs, working personally for 


ny is 
the Antichrist. Christians are even awarded contrac 


-  t¢ do such things as setting up the Antichrist's security 


, 'mark' itself is a simple 
computer systems! The ‘mark ane 
ate wip forehead (no mention of hands) which 


. \ . 2 I. 
~~ Christians can get around by just wearing at ted 
cap! 
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ht = Faith in fate. Readers of the series‘are told that 
tt does not take courage to refuse the Mark: ‘anyone 


who has said a.ritual prayer "asking Jesusnto their 


hearts" will be guaranteed i 1 

he Protection from the Mark 

without any effort on their part. They caf even arn 

totally against their faith and still they will be saved 

has given to them. °. “2 

. hs Biloyalty. After the book has convinced many 

“ nl readers that it is impossible for them to take the 

(because the ritual prayer has bought them eter- 
al security), it goes on to say that even if they take 


because not even God can take back the salvation he 


_ the Mark, they will not be punished because "nothing . 


can separate us from the love of Chri 
‘to include our own selves." io im ml ‘a 
To prove this, the authors wf 
this, th create a subplot where 
: . eke ges physically forced by. his parents to take 
€ Mark. One of the book's heroes compliments the 


boy about the way in which he received the tattoo. - 


He says, "I'm glad you didn't j 
are a believer." J eam out that you 


From this apparent tragedy, the book's heroes | 


oe they have just what they. need to con- 

a their life of luxury. They even give this horrible 

: ee a .of the truth a name. They call it bi-loyalty. 

ih eel ee "| love that term bi-loyal, " 
: le goes on to show wh ve ing 
. the Markcanbel © we a see 

_ And yet, hardly a word of prot ‘ 

eae 1 yet, he protest has come fr 

- the religious masses of the West who are fel hae 


these damnable lies of the devil! - 
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a8 Appendix, Chapter 18 Py eee Re 
Matthew 6:26, 31-33. Behold the birds of the air, for 
they do not sow, neither do they reap, norgatherintobarns; 
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much | 
better than they? ... Therefore, take no thought, saying, °: 
"What-shall we eat?” or "What shall we drink?" or "With 


"what will we be clothed?" (For after all these things do the 


Gentiles seek) for your heavenly Father knows that you 
have need of all these things. But seek first the kingdom . 
of God:and his righteousness, and all these things will be- 
added unto you. re: mg te 
John 6:27. Do.not labour for the food-that perishes, but - 
for that food which endures unto everlasting life, which the 
Son of man will give to you. For him has God the Father © 


» > gealed. ; 


Luke 16:13. Noservantcan work fortwo masters. Either 


he will hate one and love the other, or else he will hold to: 


one and despise the other. . You cannot work for God and | 
mammion [money]. iz 

Matthew 4:18-22. Jesus... saw two brothers... casting 
a net into the sea, for they were fishers. He said to them, . 
"Eoliow me and | will make you fishers of men," and they 
straightway left their nets and followed him. . 

And going on from there he saw two other brothers... in 
a ship with their father, mending their nets, and he called 
them. They immediately left the ship and their father and 
followed him. AP ke > eae ; 

Luke 5:27-28. He saw a publican... sitting at the receipt 
of custom, and he said to him, "Follow me," and he left all, 


rose up, and followed him. . 
Luke 12:32-33. Fear not, little flock, foritis your Father's 


| _ good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell what you have 
elves with bags thatdo. 


and-give to the poor. Provide yours 

not wax old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail; 

where no thief approaches neither moth corrupts. 5 
Luke 14:33. Whoever... does not forsake all-‘that he - 


“has cannot be my disciple. - 
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19. "Here is Wisdom" 


When Jesus Christ made his prophecy about the © 


"abomination of desolation". preceding the Great 
Tribulation at the end of the world, he included.a little 
"Whoever reads this, let him understand it." 


The phrase "abomination of desolation" took us back 
to Daniel's prophecy about a counterfeit: "prince" who 


would make an agreement to rebuild the Temple in 
Jerusalem. It said that he would eventually profane 


the Temple and cause the sacrifices to cease. (see_ ; 


Chapter 13. The Middle of the Week) The ‘abomination 
of desolation’ prophecy is the only time the instruction, 


"Whoever reads this, let him understand," appears in ~ 


the gospels.. 


The prophecy i in The Revelation about the Wak of 
- the Beast includes a similar instruction. It concludes: 
"Here is wisdom. Let him that has understanding count 
. the number of the Beast; for itis the number of a man... 


His number is 666." (Revelation 13:18) 


The "number" here is generally believed to be “ 


referring to the use of letters as numbers in some 
alphabets. Most of us know that |, V, X,L, C, D, and 
M all had- numerical values in the Roman numeral . 
system. Similar systems operated with the Hebrew 


and Greek alphabets, so that each person's name had 
_ a numerical value if you added up all such numbers : 


in their name. For example; a person with the name 
VLADIMIR, would, according to the Roman number 


' system; be 1557 (M = 1000, D= 500, Lie FG, and I 


- (x2) = 2). 


identity of the Antichrist. 
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The-name of the Beast (if his name equals 666 in 
the Roman numeral system) would probably have the 
letters D, C, L, X, V, and | in it (each occurring only 
once, to give you 500+100+50+10 +5+1)*, and itcould 
not have the letter M (1000). It could, of course, have 


q any number of non-numerical letters as well. Some 


possible names might be: Vox Euclid, Victor Delux, 7 


‘or Exact Devil. ** ‘There don't appear to be any well 


known candidates for world ruler with such names at 
the moment... It is my guess that the Beast will have. 


~ aname which adds up to 666 in Hebrew, but maybe 


also in Greek as well as Latin. 

But "Wisdom" shouldn't. depend on knowing the 
There must be a deeper 
truth hidden in the number. So | checked. to see if 
the number 666 666 appeared anywhere else in the Bible. 


~ Sure enough, gh, | found one other reference. It is the 


number of talents of gold that came to King Solomon 
in one year. (I Kings 10:14) It seemed ironic ‘that a 
clue which started out by saying, "Here is wisdom" 


should lead me to. the very man whose name has - - 


_been equated with wisdom for thousands of years. 
King Solomon was said to have been given one wish 
by God, and he wished for wisdom. He later became 


known as the wisest man on earth. 


*You could make other substitutions, such as two more V's for 
the X; or twa more L's for the C. 
-**Some longer examples: Clarence Vaughan Oxbridge, or 
Governor Charles Poindexter. One observation from this is boys 
names adding up to aa are relatively rare. 
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cre ~ Solomon wrote two books of the Bible. In addition to 
- that, forty chapters of the Old Testament cover events 


~ in his life; but there are only two references to him in 
the Gospels. In one, Christ points to-an event in the 


_... Same chapter (I Kings 10) that has the number 666. 
init, where the Queen of Sheba travelled hundreds — 
of miles and brought nearly two tons of gold with her . 


a8 a gift for King Solomon. (1 Kings 10:1-2) Jesus 
said: "The queen of the south will rise up in the judg- 


_ ment with the people of this generation and condemn - 
them; for she came from the utmost part of the earth - 


‘to hear the wisdom of Solomon. And behold, one 
greater than Solomon is here." (Luke 11:31): 


In another place, Jesus said, "Consider the lilies of 


‘ _ the field, how they grow. They do not work, neither 


do they spin [cloth], and yet | say to you that even — 


Solomon, in all his glory, was not arrayed like one 
of these... Therefore, take no thought saying, 'What 
shall we eat?! or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘With what 
shall we be clothed?’ (For after all these things do the 
_ Gentiles seek.) For your heavenly Father knows that 
- you have need of all these things. But seek first the 
_ kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be added unto you." (Matthew 6:28-33) 


_ In both instances, Christ was saying that what he - 
._ had to offer was greaterthan what Solomon had. So, 


in my own search for wisdom, | deduced that true 


_ wisdom would net come from following Solomon, but _ 


it would come from following Christ. - | 


= +e 
~. SOLOMON : 
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Solomon was rich; Christ was poor. Solomon’. 
was a king; Christ was a commoner. Solomon had — 
hundreds of wives; Christ was a bachelor. Soloman 
built the famous Temple in Jerusalem; Ghrist was | 
executed on the grounds that he was threatening to - 


| destroy the Temple in Jerusalem. - 


— 666 


BA IKings 10:14 Rev. 13:18 PAN 


built ist will build NX 
temple io oe SG 
‘THE BEAST 


Isn't it strange how, in our study of the final i 
and ahalf years, we keep coming back to the Te emple 2 
Solomon (through | Kings 10:14) is. linked with the 
number 666, and he is the one-credited with having | 
‘built the original Temple. The Beast (or Antichrist) 
is also linked with the number 666, and with making 
"an agreement to rebuild the Temple. Solomon wae a 
king, and the Antichrist is aking. But the underlying 

message.of The Revelation is that Christ is the true — 


- King of kings, and all others are but counterfeits by 


comparison. . : = . 
And that must inelude Solomon as well. 


ine 
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Batcavie was a good man; but he cannot hold a 
candle to Christ. Nor can anyone who was ever born. 
As Christ said in prophecies about the last days, peo- 
ple will find many replacements for the true. Messiah. 
(Matthew 24:24) But when they do, their replacement 


(whoever it may be) becomes an antichrist. (I John — 


2:18; II John 6-7) The so-called Christian church would 
rather follow St. Paul, or the Pope, or Billy Graham, or, 


_ for that matter, Solomon, than to follow Christ. In fact, - 


Solomonis used as one of the prime justifications for the 
"prosperity gospel", a heresy based on greed, which is 
spreading like wildfire through the entire church scene. 


‘today. Even those who say they don't subscribe to it, 


still choose to tolerate books teaching. the prosperity — 
_ ‘gospel in ‘their Cell gious bookshops. 


It doessi(? takea genius 16 see that the church, with 
its emphasis on prosperity, popularity, and political 
power, is closer to the lifestyle of Solomon than it is 


“to the teachings of Christ. . Counterfeit messiahs of - 


all sorts have moved into the "holy. plage" and made 
it spiritually desolate. 
But there is another aspect-of the number 666. 


-in the form of gold coins. — 


a explained by Daniel. 
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in The Revelation the urriiaear 666 is linked with the © 


"Mark" of the Beast, and in the passage from | Kings, 
‘it is linked with gold. 


Both the Mark (i.e. a computerised implant) and 
gold, represent significant developments in the history. 
of economics. Mankind has not advanced from the 
clumsy system of bartering to the concept of'a cash- 
less society in a single step. ' 
The Babylonian Empire (of 
which we will have more to 
say later) invented money, 


This was as significant a 
step in its day as the intro- 
duction of the Mark will be 
for us in our day. 

The prophetic image in the book of Daniel that 
represented all of the empires from the Babylonian 
Empire down to the present day (see page 77) was 
He said that the head of gold 
represented Babylon itself. It was: the Babylonian 
Empire, remember, that invented gold coins. P 

The rest of the statue represented succeeding 


-world empires. As Daniel moved down the statue, . 
each metal became more and more worthless, until 


it finally ended in feet made of clay mixed with iron. 
We have already discussed how the ten toes made 
from iron mixed with clay represent the coming world 
order, which will be an alliance of nations controlled 
by the Beast. - 
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“ang are. ching trained to use the mark for all 
transactions {not just large purchases). ~Author. 


Is a Cashless society on 


the cards? 


By Philip Aldrick (The Telegraph, 11th January, 2010) 


Steve. Perry, executive vice 
presidentof Visa Europe, says, 
"Cash is expensive. We need’ 
. to be using it less. Processing 
a transaction on a card can be 
cheaper than handling cash." 
Perry is a leading cheerlead- 
er: for the cashless society. 
' Visa. has: recently published 
an extehsive report on the 


cost of cash to society. Citing . 


numerous independent pa- 
pers, the payments company 
constructs a compelling case. 


_ McKinsey, the consultants, 
have estimated that “so- 
ciety spends about €200 
(£180). a year per person to 
cover. the cost of cash" and 
the "real" cost of cash to a 
retailer is 1.3pc of the pur- 
‘chase price - no less than 
the transaction fee on a card. 
The Dutch central bank -has 
published. a similar study, 
estimating the annual cost 
of cash at. €300 per family. 


Because cards are less oe 


they are more efficient and. 


better value, Visa argues. 
Perry says the internet and 
“chip and pin” have. helped 
the public grow familiar 
‘with card purchasés; and re- 
duced the incidence of fraud. 


For Visa, the challenge 
now is largely small ticket 
items such as newspapers 


and snacks. Visa has been - 
pioneering contactless pay- 


ments, that allow swift pur- 


chases by waving the card — 


overt a reader and dispensing 


with a pin — making buy- 
ing with a card even more 


effortless than with cash. 


Visa's new vision is to insert 
chips into mobile phones 
and do away with cards alto-. 


gether. In Africa, six million - 


people are already paying 
fot goods on their mobiles, 
-proving that electronic pay- 
ment systems can be more 
‘teliable and secure than cash. 
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Note how that, between gold coins and the Mark, ~ 
money has progressed: first to coins made of lesser. 
metals (as indicated by. the statue), then paper cur- 
rency, followed by cheques, and now just electronic — 
impulses producing figures on a balance sheet. The’ 
money itself has become more and more worthless; 
but the system has become more and more efficient, ” 
enabling the very rich to make huge transactions in a 
matter of milliseconds. . 

Interestingly, the main ingredient-in clay (symbot 
of the last empire) is silicon; and the breakthrough in. 
computer technology that made the Mark possible has. 


y been the development of the silicon chip! 


Another invention which has made implementation of . 


a the Mark possible is the international product code. 


itis a series of lines of 

varying thicknesses, - a Alt 

which can be used to 

identify millions of dif- 

ferent products. | 
‘Checkout operators wave en in pron : a. 
light to get an instant printout description of the item 
and its price. Look closely at the barcodes, and you'll 
see they all have three line patterns that are-longer. 
than the. others. They are at each end, and in the. 


middie of the other lines. If you study which lines are 


used for which numbers; you'll see that these three 
patterns that are repeated on all barcodes represent 
the number six, expressed three times: 666! Z 


<r A eee emen er wy eon prem ge 


- . phone operator 
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Banks test public reaction to-"invasive technology" as 
mentioned below. But they also promote paranoia, to 
encourage people to use new forms of body:1.D. -Author. 


_ Mobile banking: Is it a phone, is it a bank? 


- (The Economist, March 30th 2013) 


M-PESA, a money- 
transfer system run by Sa- 
faricom, a Kenyan mobile- 
is now 
trying to tempt Kenyans 


into a savings-and-loans 


service. 
Safaricom has nearly as 


’ many subscribers as Ke-- 


nya has adults— 19m peo- 
ple from a population of 
43m. Almost 15m of them 
use M-PESA for every- 
thing from paying electric- 


_ ity bills to. school fees on 


even the most basic mobile 


| _ phone. 


Customers. withdraw. or 
transfer cash at a network 
of more than 40,000: M- 


. PESA agents throughout 
_ the country. 


An M-Shwari account 
can be set up instantly and 
accessed from any mobile 
handset. It -requires no 


minimum balance and of- ° 
fers a small overdraft, with — 
a one- -off, 7 5% set-up 


fee. Defaulters face tae 
their phone number, which 
Safaricom reckons means 


. more than a duff credit rat- © 
. ing in mobile-mad Kenya. 


The service has had a 
fast start. In its first four 
months 2.3m _— subscrib- 
ers opted in to M-Shwari; 


about 900,000 of them : 
have active accounts. De-. 


posits to date total 4 billion 
Kenyan shillings ($47m). 
One-third of customers 


have applied for small — 


loans, averaging around 
$12. 


Marketing for M-Shwari 
leans heavily on a rags- 
to-middle-class dream. A 
television advertisement 
shows ..one of ' Kenya’s 
many: penniless backstreet 
car mechanics toiling away 
under an old banger. He 
uses the service to save for 
a $60 box of tools and ends 
up with a: fully equipped. 
garage. 
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At the end of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus told - 


~-astory about a wise man and a foolish man. He said 


the wise man was someone who had listened to the _ 


Sermon and then obeyed it. He said that the wise 
man would be buitding on a rock that would survive - 


all storms: The foolish man was someone who had . 
also listened to the Sermon, but then had not obeyed ~ 
it. All of his efforts to build a house would only afd ‘ 
‘in ruin. 

Astatue with feet of clay is like a foolish man build- 
ing on sand. He gets more and more wealth, but does 


4 not think about where itis all leading. In the end, he . 
_ dies with nothing to show for his life in eternity. The 
_ stone that comes.out of nowhere is the kingdom of 


heaven, the teachings of Christ, the rock that grows 
and grows untilitfills the whole earth. Those who build 
on the teachings of Christ will be eternally rewarded. 
We will have treasures in heaven. The storms of life » 
(and death itself) will not be able to shake us. 

- As Jesus, or the angel in The. Revelation, would 
put it; let the person with understanding think about 
that for a bit.. 

One ofthe problems with the Mark, is that everyone 
wants to know how close they can get to it without 
actually being covered by the curse that has been 
pronounced against those who take it. Most people 


- hope that the Mark will not come in their lifetime. In 


one way or another, they put off dealing seriously 
with it, and they are continuing to do this even as it ~ 
is starting to become reality. 
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It's difficult to imagine many of these people actually 


_ making a sudden-and dramatic change in their lifestyle ~ 


when the Mark comes in, especially ifthe change could 
cost them their lives. 


‘Please check this link for a short video on how Seaale 
> are reacting to the Mark today: 


http://www.dailymotion.com/docfilms 

Jesus identified the enemy, not as the Devil, but as 
money or mammon. He said our choice is between 
serving (i.e. working for) God, and serving (i.e. working 
for) money. (Matthew 6:24) He said we would end up 
despisingone or the other....God or money. Which one 


do you despise? He said your actions will show which 
one takes first claim on your life’ and which one gets 
the leftovers. Do you fit in time to work for money after 


you have finished serving God, or do you fit in service 
to God after you've finished working for money? 
St. Paul said that love for money is-the root of all 


evil (1 Timothy 6:10) There is no mention of the Mark: 
‘of the Beast here, nor in any of the above references. 
_ You don't need implants and Sear scans as be 


disobedient to Christ. 


- Religious double-talk won't undo the evil that has | 


come from ignoring the teachings of Christ. St. Peter 


_ said Jesus is the Stone that the builders rejected. (I 
. Peter 2: 7) And Jesus said if we don't fall on this Rock 


and let him change us, then the Rock i is one day going 
to fall on us (as the Stone out of nowhere did in Dan- 
iel's vision of the statue) and it will grind us to ee 


(Luke 20:17-18) 
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Forthose of us who have tried to take the teachings ~ 


‘of Jesus seriously, learning to live by faith when the Mark 


comes in will not be so traumatic. We are.developing. 


S a relationship with Jesus right now where we can hear — . 


him speaking, and where we experience God' provision 

whenever we go where he tells us to go. , 
Jesus said to his followers, when they asked where © 

Christians will go when the Great Tribulation starts, "The 


q ~ birds will go where the food is." (Luke 17:36-37) 


Here is wisdom: Consider the birds. They sow not, 
neither do they reap, but they do know how to follow 


t - God's voice; if he tells them to leave one place and 


go to another. By the time famine hits, the birds have 
all left. . And a wise person, with true understanding, 


will learn to listen to God right now (before disaster — | 


strikes) and to obey him, even if it means giving up S 
everything that we now cling to.. : belore the Mark 
comes into effect. 


Appendix, Chapter 19 
Matthew 24:15-16. When you see the abomination of 


desolation’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet stand in the holy’ 


place (Whoever reads this, jet him understand), then Jet them ; 
which are in Judea flee to the mountains. 
Daniel 9:27. He will confirm the covenant with many for 
one week, and in the middle of the week, he will cause the 
sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading a 
of abominations, he will make it desolate. 
- Kings 10:1-2, 14. When the Queen of Sheba heard of the 
fame of Solomon conceming the name of the Lord, cherie Me 


a = prove him with hard questions. She camewitha very greattrain... 
>. ‘with very much gold and precious stones. The weightol gold that 


came to Solomon in-one year was 666 talents of gold. 
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Matthew 24:24. There will arise false Christs and false 


- prophets. They will show great signs and wonders, insomuch 
_ that, if it were possible, they would deceive the very elect. 


1 John 2:18. As you-have heard that Antichrist will come, 


even now there are many antichrists.. 


li John 6-7. This is love, that we walk after his com- 


mandments... For many deceivers are entered into the world, 


who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is 
a deceiver and an antichrist. . 

Matthew 7:24-27. Whoever hears these sayings of mine 
and does them, | will liken him:to a wise man who built his 


_ house on a rock: The rain descended, the floods came, and 


the winds blew and beat on that house, and it did not fall, for 
it was founded on a rock. But everyone who hears these say- 


ings of mine and does not do them will be likened to.a foolish . 
_ man who built his house on the sand. The rain descended, the 


floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, and 
it fell; and great was the fall of it. - 
[John 4:3. Every spirit that confesses not that Jesus Christ 


is come in the flesh is not of God. This is that spirit of antichrist, . 
_ Which you have heard should come. Even now already is it 


in the world. 
Matthew 6:24. No one can serve two masters. Either he 


-will hate one and love the other, or else he will hold to one and” 


despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.. 
1 Timothy 6:10. The love of money is the root of all evil, 


which, while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith - 


and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 
1 Peter 2:7. To those who are disobedient, the stone that 


the builders. disallowed is made the head of the corner. 


Luke 20:17-18. Whoever willfall on that stone will be broken; 
but on whomever it will fall, it will grind them to powder. . 

Luke 17:36-37. "Two people will be in the field. One will 
be taken and the other left." They said to him, "Where, Lord?" 


_.and he said, “Wherever the ney is, there will the eagles be 


gathered together.’ " 
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20. The Beast 
Now we will back up and discuss the first half of 
the thirteenth chapter of The Revelation. 
It describes a Beast with:seven heads and ten 


‘horns (Revelation 13:1), which is a conglomerate 


of the same animals that Daniel had seen in one of . 
his visions: the panther, bear, lion, and then the final 
Beast. (Daniel 7:4-7; Revelation 13: 2) Notice that 
there is no reference to the eagle's wings in John's 
description, although the lion had eagle's wings in 
Daniel's prophecy. (We will have more to say on . 
that later.) - 
Some say the beasts Daniel saw were succeeding 


~ world empires.. Daniel had clearly said this about » 


the statue in King Nebuchadnezzar's dream, which . 
represented Babylonia, followed by Persia, Greece, 
Rome, and then one final world empire. Although 
he said the four beasts were a/so kingdoms, he was 


‘ not so definite about them each existing in different 


ages. (Daniel 7:17-18) 

There may be some truth in the traditional interpre- 
tation, i.e. thatthe four beasts represented Babylonia, 
Persia, Greece, and Rome; but why would this have 


- been significant in John's day, when the Babylonian, - 


Persian, and Greek Empires were already history? 

We would like to suggest that the bear, lion, and 
panther might also be references to three world pow- 
ers (i.e. a First, Second, and Third World) that would . 
exist at the same time, and each become part of the 
final world empire. 
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(which hardly rate a mention) are the part of the 
vision that represented past world empires. The 
‘Revelation could have been saying that all those 
past empires will be spiritually present in the final 
. empire as well. The drawing below suggests that 
the six past empires were the Egyptian, Assyrian, 


Babylonian, Persian, Greek, and Roman Empires; 


with one world empire still to come. 
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John's "Beast" had seven heads. Little is said 
about six of them. It is likely that these six heads 
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Along with seven heads, the Beast John saw in — 
Revelation 13:1-2 had ten horns. Each horn had a 
crown. Daniel's "fourth beast" or final world empire, 
was "dreadful and terrible, exceedingly strong, and 
had great iron teeth. It devoured and broke in pieces 
and stamped the residue with its feet. It was diverse — 
from all the beasts.that were before it, and it had ten 
horns." (Daniel 7:7) 

This seventh head (with ten horns) must ‘be the 
coming world empire. Daniel said "the ten horns out 
of this kingdom are ten kings that will arise. Another 
wilt rise after them, and he will be diverse from the first. 


" He will subdue three kings." (Daniel 7: 24) In John's 
description, the ten horns are wearing ten crowns, 
suggesting that these are the same horns that Daniel 


saw, representing ten. "kings" or world leaders. So the 
coming world empire hasten leaders, and the Antichrist 


“gubdues" three kings in order to take control of it.. 


in Revelation 13:3, John says that he "saw one of 
his [the Beast's] heads as it were wounded to death, 
and his deadly wound was healed, and ail the world 
wondered after the Beast." John described the Beast 
as having seven heads and ten horns. But each horn 
was, in essence, a head as well, because each horn 
was wearing a crown. Daniel described one horn in 
particular as having eyes and a mouth. (Daniel 7: 8) - 
~ §o is it a head or a horn that receives the "deadly 
wound"? Once again, the correct answer may be 


_ "poth", since the horns are people/leaders too. 
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wounded horn ——__. F 


(dictator) Six O Egypt 
ten horns (kings)— Muu. Pre- O Assyria 


wounded head vious OQ Babylon 


cence heads O Persia 

( wt Chin devil or © Greece - 
spirit of the devi : 

| behind the system empires Q. Rome 


The Revelation says specifically that it is a "head" 
- that receives the deadly wound (and is then revived); 
but then it goes on to describe the head doing things 
that Daniel said the horn would do. (cf. Revelation 
13:3-10 and Daniel 7:8, 25) The head is wounded 
just before the Tribulation, when the Beast makes 
war against God's people. So we can say with rela- 
tive certainty that it is the final world empire (head) 
and/or the final world dictator (horn) that receives the 
deadly wound. 
_ Because this last world empire is unique from 
‘previous empires (i.e. because it is an alliance), the 
"head" must either be an organisation or an ideology 
which unites the ten kings. Let's say that the head is 
either the United Nations, world communism, or warld 
capitalism. Then one of these must receive a "deadly 
wound" from which it will miraculously recover, and 
then take on its full role in the next world empire. 
In 1990, Iled a delegation of Australians on a tour 
ofthe United States, warning that country of impending 
doom. We distributed a quarter of a:million pamphlets 
entitled, "The Fall of America". — os 
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U.N. Security Council--5 permanent members . 


SIOROLOIS) 


Bear © Dragon Lion Eagle ; 
~The pamphlet said that the U.N. Security Council 
has ten Third World members and five superpower 
members. Three of the superpowers are pro-western t 
(The U.S., United Kingdom, and France) and two are 


’ ~ communist (Russia and China). | said that, if Russia 


could "subdue" the three Western powers, she could 


: .. control the world. 


The U.S. media gave our delegation excellent 


~- coverage, with over 200 reports of our visit. But we 


had barely left the country when, instead of America - 
falling, communism collapsed. Ourtiming was perfect; 
but our declaration of who was going to fall could not 
have been more wrong! Or so it seemed. 

Nevertheless the U.N. is definitely no longer a "paper 
tiger". It just happens that America is the one pulling 
the strings, and not Russia, as we had predicted (and 
as we still do predict). 

We warned earlier against letting the media dictate © 
your understanding of Bible prophecy. Communism 
in general; and Russia in particular, have suffered a 
deadly wound. That's all. The rest of the prophecy 
says the deadly wound will be healed, and all the world 
will "wonder after the Beast". (Revelation 1 3:3) Sothe 


- collapse of communism does not necessarily,rule it out 


as the unifying ideology for the final world empire. 
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The Bible specifically mentions that the Beast will . 
"be helped by a Dragon (Revelation 13:4), which is . 


also described as having seven heads and ten horns. 


' (Revelation 12:3) The Revelation itself states that the 


Dragon is the Devil (Revelation 12:9); but it is also 
interesting that the dragon is the symbol of the other 
great communist power in the. world today (China). 

We learned from Daniel that a "horn" would "pluck 
up by the roots” three other horns before taking control 
of the final Beast. The horn that is going to do that 
is the same one that is going to "devour and break 
in pieces". (Daniel 7:7-8) | 

Inthe same prophecy, Daniel saw a Bear with three 
ribs between its teeth, saying "Arise, devour much 
flesh." (Daniel 7:5) Daniel also saw a beast that was 
like a Lion with Eagle's wings. But he saw the wings 
of the eagle "plucked", and the Lion made to standon 
its feet as a man. (Daniel 7:4) In other words, the Lion 
ceased to exist as a "beast", or world power, when it 
lost its Eagle wings. "Dominion" was given, instead, 
to the Panther. (Daniel 7:6) Remember the ten Third 
World members of the U.N. Security Council? 

The symbols for Russia, England/America, and 
the Third World are a Bear, Lion/Eagle, and Panther. 
Remember, too, that when John saw all of these 
animals merged into one final Beast, he made no 
mention of the Eagle. If these animals are referring 


.to political powers that exist in the world today, what — 


could they be implying? 
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Are they saying (as our newspapers seem tO be- 
telling us) that the Eagle (America) is the nation that 
will take. (or perhaps already has taken) control ‘of - 
the ten united nations? or are the prophecies saying - 
that the Bear (Russia) is going to eventually recover. 


; from its deadly wound, "pluck" the eagle’s-feathers, : 


and, in doing so, subdue three nations that are pres- 


“ently stopping it from taking control of the U.N. and 


"devouring" the earth? (Daniel 7:24) Obviously the — 
second explanation is the one that conforms. with 
what the prophecies are actually saying. True, itis” 
embarrassing to predict that America will fall, and then 
to see Russia fall instead. But that too is predicted as 
part of the overall scenario: Russia/communism must 


2 suffer a deadly wound first. 


If the final world power is to be’a Conimuntst power, 
and if it is to be represented by a bear-withithree ribs 
(or horns?) in its teeth, and if the bearis to be-aasisted 
bya dragon, and if it is going to unite the “FhirdWotld | 


- in ruling the world, it certainly is still gomg to ‘have%to 


"pluck" the Eagle's wings before itcan hopetoachieve 
such goals. “st 
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The Revelation (written nearly 2,000. years ago) 
names the same three animals that symbolise the two 
(former?) superpowers, plus the Third World. What 
these animals are described.as doing (particularly 
with reference to gaining control of the U.N.) makes 
perfect sense in the light of what is happening in the 
world today. ye 

More is said.about the Beast in Revelation 17. We 
will deal with that after we have said a few things about 

_the False Prophet. : 


Appendix, Chapter 20 

Revelation 13:1-8. | stood on the sand of the sea and sawa 
Beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and 
on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads the name of blasphemy. 
The Beast | saw was like a leopard. His feet were as the feet of a 
bear. His‘mouth as the mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him his 
power and his seat, and great authority. 

| saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death. His deadly 
wound was healed, and all the world wondered after the Beast. 
They worshipped the dragon which gave power to the Beast, and 
they worshipped the Beast, saying, "Who is like unto the Beast? 

‘ Who is able to make war with him?" . 

There was given him a mouth speaking great things and blas- 
phemies. Power was given him to continue forty-two months. He 
opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his 
name and his tabernacle and them that dwell in heaven. 

Itwas given to.him to make war with the saints, and to overcome 
them. Power was given him over all kindreds and tongues and 

nations. All that dwell on earth will worship him, whose names are 
not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the .founda- 
tion of the world. 


; Daniel’7:3-9. Four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse 
one from another. — : : 
‘The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings. | beheid till the 
wings of it were plucked. It was lifted up from the earth and made 
‘stand on its feet as a man. A man's heart was given to it. 
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Behold, another beast, a second, like to a bear. It raised up 


itself on one side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of itbetween the 


teeth of it.. They said thus unto it, "Arise, devour much flesh." 

After this | beheld and lo, another, like a leopard, which had 
upon the back of it four wings of a fowl. _The beast had also four 
heads, and dominion was given to it. os 

After this | saw in the night visions and behold a fourth Beast, 
dreadful and terrible and strong exceedingly. It had great iron 
teeth. It devoured and broke in pieces, and stamped the residue 
with the feet of it. It was diverse from all the beasts that were 
before it, and it had ten horns. | considered the horns and'behold, 
there came up among them another little horn, before whom there 
were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots. Behold, in 
this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking 
great things. . 

| beheld till the thrones were cast down and the Ancient of 
days.did sit, whose garment was white as snow... 

Daniel 7:17-18. These great beasts which are four, are four 
kings which shall arise out of the earth. But the saints of the most 
High shall take the kingdom and possess the kingdom for ever, 
even for ever and ever. © 7 

Daniel 7:23-25. The fourth beast shall be the fourth king- 


‘dom on earth; which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and 


shall devour the whole earth and shall tread it down and break it 
in pieces. The ten‘horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that 


-ghall arise. Another shall rise after them, and he shall be diverse 


from the first. He shall subdue three kings. He shall speak great _ 
words against the most High and shall wear out the saints of the 
most High, and think to change times and laws. They shall be 
given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time 
[three and a half years). 


y 


Revelation 12:3. There appeared another wonder in heaven. 


’ Behold, a great red dragon, having seven heads, and ten horns 
_ and seven crowns upon his heads. 


Revelation 12:9. The great dragon was cast out, that old 
serpent called the Devil, and Satan, which deceives the whole 


_ world. He was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast 


out with him. | 
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, 21. The False Prophet - 
The. False Prophet is only mentioned in a short 


passage from the thirteenth chapter of The Revela- : 


tion. (verses 11-18) But what we learn here is that it 
. is actually the False Prophet who succeeds in getting 
‘the world to worship the Beast and his "image". 


The False Prophet is described as looking "like - 
a lamb", but speaking "as a dragon". (Revelation. 


13:11) He has all the power that the. Beast himself 
has, but his primary role is io teach the world to wor- 
ship the Beast. 

Remember Max Weber's research into religion? 
“(p. 75) Weber discovered that the primary function 
of all religions has. been to teach the masses that 
society is God. Rather than teach art to worship 


_andserve the = institutional religi s 
ti m... OF 
~ the Beast. 


This has been.happening throughout history. Be- 


cause of that, the message of The Revelation has 
always been relevant. 
~ However, in this final age, there appears to be a 
fulfillment of what Weber observed, which is going 
to be far more devastating for the spiritual future of 


the human race. There have been many antichrists, | 


and there have been many false prophets. But there 
is going to be one supremely evil Antichrist, and one 


supremely evil False Prophet during the last three - 


_and a half years of history as we now sno it. 
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The Bible specifically warns us that the False ; 
Prophet will be able to control the masses through 
his ability to perform what appear: to be miracles. 


F (Revelation 13:13-14) 


in a prophecy relating to the end of the vonaiel 
the Apostle Paul talks about the "Man of Sin" and 


a ~ the "Wicked One" coming before Christ returns. ‘He’ zt 
E says, in particular, that the Wicked One will come 


"after the working of Satan, with all power and signs 
and lying wonders, and with ail deceivableness of 
unrighteousness in them that ‘perish, because they 
received not the love of the truth that they might be 


saved." (ll Thessalonians 2:2-12) | in other words, 


this Wicked Or Oneis going to have the ability to perform 
what appear appear to be miracles, ‘byt they at potually be 
"lying" wonders. 

Church historians are anietiy much in agreement 
when they say that the biggest thing that has hap- 


_ penedinthe church world inthe Twentieth Centuryhas 


been the Pentecostal movement, with its emphasis 


‘on miraculous "gifts".. However, the movement has 


been characterised by widespread deception and 


~ dishonesty. From the mail fraud of Jimmy Bakker to: 


tricks with chicken livers by Jim Jones, the movement 
has spawned some of the worst abuses of congre- 
gational trust that religion has ever experienced. 
There is hardly a Pentecostal minister anywhere 
in the world today who doesn't at least consentto the _ 


ie teaching that people should "claim" miracleshavehap- 
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oe pened even when all the available evidence indicates 
otherwise. The argument in defence of this practice is . 


that "claiming" a miracle, when there is none, shows 


great faith. However, the result has been that faith. 


healers receive endorsements without having to pro- 
duce the goods. They usually move on to their next 
- crusade, while leaving the disillusioned to sort out for 
themselves how they are going to live with the fact that 
. they told.a lie about a miracle that never happened. 
~ . They told the lie in the first place ("God has healed 
me! Thank you, Jesus!") in the hope of pressuring 
God into giving them what they "claimed" had already 
occurred. That's how the teaching works. When it 
‘does not eventuate, most people are too embarrassed 
to admit the falseness of the whole process. They 
assume that they are the only ones who didn't get 


| healed; so they say nothing, and the lie grows. 

In this tragic illustration of the social phenomenom 
that Hans Christian Andersen was describing in his 
story about The Emperor's New Clothes, the entire 
Pentecostal movement has become one big lie, with 

_ each person secretly trying to imitate what they hear 
_ others saying. 


The church world has largely refused to deal deci- 


sively with the lie. And it-appears to be the same lie 


that the False Prophet will use to lead the "faithful" ~ 


to worship the Antichrist. 


what they had hoped for; and they fear that others - 
will think that their faith was defective if they were not . 
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We are told that the False ‘Prophet will have two. - 


horns "like a lamb", but he will have the voice ofa 


dragon. Ifthe horns represent authority, then we can | 


expect he will claim to have the authority of Christ 
(the Lamb), at the same time that what he says will 
really reflect the lies of the Devil. 


You will not find one church leader in a hundred » 


today who believes in and preaches. obedience to 
the teachings of Jesus. What they teach instead, are 
cleverly worded doctrines which justify. disobedience 
to the teachings of Jesus. oe E 
Such men of faith as Gandhi and Tolstoy were 
appalled to find that the official position of the bulk 
of "Christianity" is that God neither expects nor even 
wants us to try to be good (in the sense of obeying 


Christ). The churches do teach rules about church 
attendance, saying little prayers, performing rituals,.° 


and "obeying the laws of the land". But the vast 
majority of Protestants believe that strict discipline in 


matters such as Christ taughtis an attempt to "work so 
your way to heaven". Trying to work your way to. 
ern LD 


heaven (i.e. trying to be good in an attempt to please 
God) is seen as the most fundé of all sins._ 


It matters not that these teachings totally contra- 
dict what Christ said about the need for obedience 
if one wishes to be counted as one of his followers. 
in other words, those who claim to be speaking on 
behalf of Christ (i.e. wearing the horns of the Lamb) 
are actually spouting antiChrist teachings of the 
Devil (or the Dragon). - 
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' Christ taught that miracles prove nothing about 


real faith. He said an "evil and adulterous generation" 

seeks miracles. (Matthew 16:4) Such is the genera- 
tion that we nowlive in. Teachings about morality and 
discipline have bee in favour of teachings 


about how to get health and wealt ‘h. 


Ironically, the Bible says the False Prophet, working 


with the Antichrist, will be able to cail fire down from 
. heaven (Revelation 13:13); and it says almost the 
same-:about the Two Witnesses! (Revelation 11:5) 
So we will have two teams of two, both calling fire 
down from heaven. Apparently they will both start 
out by saying they speak on behalf of Christ (the 
_Lamb). Anyone hoping to tell the good guys from 
the bad guys on the basis of the miracles that they 
_ can perform, will almost certainly be conned into 
. following the bad guys instead. ~ 
From experience we have found that true discern- 


~mentis notbased.on superficial examination. Itlooks _ 


more deeply-than just at whether or not one can doa 


miracle or-talk piously. True discernment onlycomes | ~ 
from following and obeying the Lamb yourself. As - 


"you do this, you willlearn personally what he requires 
of his followers. Based on the teachings of Jesus in 


the Bible, you will learn to recognise the difference | 


between the Dragon's voice and the Lamb's voice. 
The False Prophet "makes an image to the Beast", 
-and "gives life to the image" so that it can speak. 
This part of the prophecy is a bit baffling if the False - 
Prophet represents the institutional church. 
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‘There is another interpretation of the. prophecy — 


which says that the institutional church has lost rel- 
evance in today's world. It says that the prophets" of 
the Twentieth Century are scientists. Science, through 
television (the image that can speak), now dictates the 
norms and values of today's society. There is some 


truth in this, and it is not completely inconsistent with. 


the earlier theory. The mainline churches. strongly 
support the government education system, and sci- 


ence. as taughtin government schools. The churches, ~ 


as a whole, have taken the attitude that “if you can't: 
beat them, you.may as well join them." Science, with 
its quest for truth, and education with its free pass to: 
well-paid employment have become the message of 
the church to today's youth. Never mind that science 
has made the t f 
evolution the centerpiece of its ideology, in an effort to 
minimise or totally rule out God's role in creation, 


And so science, with ecclesiastical blessing, makes — 


‘an image, according to Revelation 13:15, that keeps 
track of any who do not worship the Beast (i.e. who 
do not take or use the Mark). It sounds like’a mas- 
sive computer that keeps tabs on ail the millions who 
show loyalty to the Beast by using his Mark to buy and 


sell. Those who do not, will be killed... by starvation . 


if by nothing else. 
The Revelation's description of Twenty-First: Cen- 


‘tury technology in the form of the "image that can 


speak" is, indeed, sounding more and.more scientific 
and less and less fictional. 
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Appendix, Chapter 21 
Revelation 13:11-17. | beheld another beast coming up out 


of the earth. He had two horns like a lamb, and he spoke as a. 


dragon.. He exercises all the power of the first Beast before him, 
and causes the earth and them that dwell in it to worship the first 
Beast, whose deadly wound was healed. He does great wonders 
so that he makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in the 
sight of men. And he deceives them that dwell.on the earth by 
those miracles that he had power to do in the sight of the Beast, 
saying to them that dwell-on the earth that they should make an 


* _ image to the Beast which had the wound by a sword and did live. 
He had power to give life to the image of the Beast, that the image - 


of the Beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would 
not worship the image of the Beast should be killed. He causes 


~ all, both smail and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive 


a mark in their right hand or in their foreheads, that no one might 
buy or sell save those that had the-mark or the name of the Beast 


or the number of his name. 


I! Thessalonians 2:2-4; 8-12. Be not soon shaken in mind 
... that the day of Christ is at hand. Let no one deceive you by 


any means; for that day will not come, except there come a falling - 
‘away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of. perdition, 


who opposes and exalts. himself above all that is called God, or 
that is worshipped,:so that he,as God sits in the Temple of God, 


showing himself that he is God. Don't-you. remember that when 


| was yet with you, | told you these things? 
Then will that Wicked One be revealed, whom the Lord will 


- consume with the spirit of his mouth, and will destroy with the bright- 
- ness of his coming, even him whose coming is after the working 


of Satan, with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with-all 
deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish, because 
they received not the love of the truth that they might be saved. 
For this cause God will send them strong delusion, that they should 
believe a lie, that all might be damned who believed not the truth, 
but had pleasure in.unrighteousness. _ ; 
Matthew 16:4. Awicked and adulterous generation seeks a sign. 
No sign will be given it but the sign of the prophet Jonah. ~ 
-Revelation 11:5. If anyone-will hurt them [the two witnesses], 
fire proceeds out of their mouth, and devours their enemies. 


THEPROSTITUTE =—i«*N? 


22. The Prostitute ie 1” 
There are anumber of different baddies mentioned 

The Revelation, as well as in the prophecies of Daniel. 
Many of them share the same characteristics, almost _ | 
as though each one is just a different aspect of the. 
same thing. On page 164, for example, we saw that 
the last head of the Beast did things that one of the . 
horns on that head was also described as doing. We 
talk about both the horn and the head (as well as the. 
body ‘on which the head fits) almost interchangeably, 
referring to them all as the "Beast". . . 

This happens, because the "Beast" is really a prin- . 
ciple that repeats itself at three different levels. : 

The bodyofthe Beast represents allthatis evil nae 
governments throughout the world and throughout 
history. (See the illustration on page 164.) It is similar 
to the statue of Nebuchadnezzar, where God was 
saying that all the empires of man (Persian, Greek, 
Roman, younameit).were part ofthe same Babylonian 


system. (Note: The word Babylon mean is ; 


and comes from the H “Babel-) | 

Itisa cynical statement, we know, butit!s consistent 

with Jesus’ attitude toward the system as a whole. In 

his temptation in the wilderness, he never argued with 

Satan's claim that he (the Devil) owned allthe kingdoms 

of the world. (Luke 4:6) When referring to his cruci- 

fixion, Jesus described it as the time when the Devil, 

or "the prince of this world" was the one really uh 

~ judged. (John 12:31-32; 14:30; 16:7-11) The Devi 
really is.the Prince of this world at the moment. 
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The seventh headrepresents the Beast too, in nthe 
‘form of the final warld: government. It'll offer us all 


_-thatis best from-all previous:systems, but it'll end-up: 


being all that is worst:. So farin this book, we. have 
mostly talked about the Beast in terms of this final 
world government. 

But finally, the horn on that head will be the Beast 
in the form of a single individual, who is the dictator 
at the head of that final world empire. He will be the 

‘personification of the Devil himself. We call him the 
Antichrist (capital "A), or the Beast in the form of a 
single person. We believe that he will be as much the 
Son of the Devil as Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 

_ But there are other representations of evil in The 

Revelation.as well, and they too seem to overlap, as, 


~ though they also represent the Beast, but in slightly — 


_ different ways. . 

‘We have already commented onthe Dragon, which 
also had seven heads and ten horns like the Beast. 
(Revelation 12:3) The Dragon was clearly identified 

- as being the Devil.. (Revelation 12:9) But this may 

- be just another way of stating that it is the Devil who 

-is. behind all that is bad about world governments. 
(In the update at the front of this book more is said 
about the Dragon being a symbol for China.) 

Some people find it easier to fight. temptation 
by picturing the Devil as a force outside of them- 

- selves, which they can choose to-resist. Because 


- governments are made up of people like ourselves, _ 


who have a capacity for both good and evil, it is 
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often hard to think of them as being totally evil. — 
It may be easier to think of the Devil as being an 
outside force (i.e. a Dragon) that tries to manipulate 
and sabotage all human endeavours, including our 


~ efforts to govern ourselves. Either way (whether we . 
see the evil’ as coming from outside or from within), 


the only solution is to submitto the teachings of Jesus 
and build the kingdom that he came to establish. 
Another nasty character in The Revelation is the 


~ False Prophet. Little is said about him, apart from the 


fact that he causes the world to worship the Beast. 


- The Dragon is the spiritual force behind the Beast, 


while the False Prophet i is the religious (or perhaps 
the scientific?) front that this force takes, in order 
to make the Beast look outwardly respectable. It is 
through the efforts of the False Prophet that "good" 
people are led into becoming more loyal to the ree 
than they are to God the Creator. 


And now we come to a Prostitute, who ohar- 


acterises the economic side of the Beast. 
- Sheis described in Revelation 17 and 18. John 


says, "1 saw a woman sit on a scarlet coloured Beast, 


full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and 

ten horns. The woman was arrayed in purple and 
scarlet... having a golden cup in her hand, full of 

abominations and filthiness of her fornication. On 

her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BA- 

BYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS . 
AND: ABOMINATIONS: OF THE EARTH." ae 

17: 3-5) © 
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' John was given an interpretation of what he saw. 
The interpretation centers on the Beast and says very 
little about the Prostitute. So, before we go through 
a line by line explanation of what this passage says 
about the Beast, let us consider the overview. Who 
is this Prostitute? Obviously she is not very nice. 
She is the "Mother of harlots and abominations of 
the earth." She sits on the Beast with seven heads 


and ten horns, yet she herself is called "Babylon", ~ 


which was the name of the empire from which all of 
the others in Nebuchadnezzar's dream evolved. If 
Babylon the Prostitute and the political Beast are not 
‘one and the same, then there must be a very close 
relationship between them. But whatis it? _ 

- Consider this: A prostitute offers sex in return for 
_ money. Ina world where people are starved for love, 

- the Prostitute promises to meet their spiritual need if 
‘they will give.her enough money. | would maintain 
that she represents. Greed, and the lie that money 


can buy happiness and spiritual fulfillment. This.lie — 


is at the root of all evil.. It is wnat keeps the masses 
_ too preoccupied to question what is going on. 

Artists talk of "prostituting" their talents by letting 
profit influence their work. - But we each prostitute 
_ ourselves when we sell our souls (i.e. our lives, or 
our time) to the System in exchange for money. The 
Prostitute grows fat while we starve spiritually. The 
- False Prophet was the religious front for the Beast, 

but the Prostitute appears to represent the economic 
front. nBe 
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There will be more to say about the Prostitute and 
her relationship with the Beastlater. Butfirstletus look - 
at what was said about the Beast in the interpretation 
that John received: : 

"The Beast that you Saw... shall ascend out of the 
bottomless pit, and go into perdition. They that dwell 
on earth shall wonder (whose names are not written 
in the book of life...) when they behold the Beast that _ 


was, and is not, and yet is." (Revelation 17:8) 


This fits what we have been saying up to this point: 
The Beast has seven-heads and ten horns, the same 


_as the Dragon. The Beast comes from the bottom- 


less pit and goes to perdition, the same as the Devil 
(the "son of perdition"). (II Thessalonians 2:3) And | 
everyone, apart from those who follow the Lamb, will 


. “ "wonder after" (or worship) the Beast, thanks to the . 


False Prophet. 

But then we‘come to a phrase which is new. It says 
the Beast "was, and is not, and yet is." Here are the . 
various levels of meaning that we mentioned earlier. 


- The Beast has prophetic significance in the past, the 
present, and the future. It"was" in all the governments 


of man throughout history. Atthe same time, it "is not" 
yet come, because the final world government and final 
world leader, (the ultimate subject of these prophecies) . 
were not around at the time that John was writing The 
Revelation. Butthe sentence concludes by saying that 
the Beast "yet is".. For the Beast was present in the: 


- world at that time in the form: of the Roman Empire, 


which was the empire. that crucified Christ. 
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‘Then John heard much the same phrase that 
_ was uséd in reference to the number 666 ("Here is 
_. wisdom." Revelation 13:18) and in reference to the 
“abomination of desolation". ("Whoso readeth, let 
him understand." Matthew 24:15) The phrase was: 
"Here is the mind that has wisdom." (Revelation 17:9) 
In other words, something important is about to be 
said. It is followed by a lengthy explanation of the 
seven heads, an explanation that is consistent with 
what we have said about them up to this point. 
‘It begins: "The seven heads are seven mountains 
on which the woman sits." (Revelation 17:9) Why 


seven mountains instead of seven heads? Many 
believe it refers to the city of Rome, which is built on: 


seven hills, and which was the center of the empire 
that controlled the world at that time. St. Peter, in 
one of his letters, sent a greeting from "the church 
at Babylon" (| Peter 5:13), apparently referring to 
Christians who were living in Rome at the time. So 
_ First Century. Christians saw the Roman Empire 
. and the city of Rome in particular as the Babylon of 
their day. 

_ But the real subject of this passage is the "moun- 
tains", and not the city. So whether or not the 
“mountains are a pointer to Rome, what is said about 
these seven mountains is being said about the seven 
heads or kingdoms of history. bos 

"There are seven kings. Five are fallen, and one 

‘is. The other is not yet come." (Revelation 17:10) 
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Whether they are mountains or heads, they are still 
"kings". Look again at thé drawing on page 162. 


- Five empires had fallen (Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, . 


Persia, and Greece). One was in power at that time, 
(Rome), and the other had not yet come. So the tells: 
us that the Prostitute had been "sitting on" the Beast |. 


throughout all of these empires, 


Then the angel starts to describe the seventh king 
and, for the-first time, an eighth king. Here is the | 
paradox that we explained previously, where there 
is an individual who is the final king or Beast, at the 
same time that there is a Beast which has existed 
throughout history. !n this explanation the two are. 
described as king number seven and king number 
eight: . = 

"When he [the seventh king] comes, he’ must 
continue a short space. The Beast that was, and is 


- not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and. . 


goes into perdition." (Revelation 1 7:10-11) 
‘It's like Jesus being God and the Son of God both. - 
It's a paradox; because he was fully human at the 


same time that he was fully divine. So the seventh er 


king will be as human as any world leader has been; 
but there is also a demonic personality (the eighth 
Beast) which has been around since the beginning 


of time, and which has been the evil spiritual force | 
_. behind each of the seven empires. That personality, | 
- ig Satan himself. Satan will enter this final king and - 


_rule the world through him. 
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Then the passage turris to the ten horns. The term 
. "one hour" in this passage is not a literal hour. It is 
an idiomatic expression like when we say, "Wait a 
- second." We don't really mean "one second". Like 
"one hour", it means "only a short time".. Otherwise, 
what follows should be pretty much self-explanatory 
by now: 

- "The ten horns which you saw are ten kings which 
have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power 
as kings one hour with the Beast. These have one 
mind and will give their power and strength. to the 


‘Beast. These will make war with the Lamb, and the . 


Lamb will overcome them, for he is Lord of lords and 
King of kings." (Revelation 17:12-14) 

(The final war referred to here is the Battle of 
Armageddon; for the 17th chapter, from which we 


| are quoting now, is in that part of The Revelation 


which covers the pouring out of God's Wrath from 
seven "vials" or containers. We have jumped ahead 


‘in our reading of The Revelation in order to look at 


_these comments about the Beast, and to consider 
the overall role of the Prostitute.) ~ 
Then we come to a most disturbing passage, one 
that doesn't seem to be consistent with all that we 
have been reading about the various baddies in The 
Revelation up until now. It is Revelation 17:16. "The 
ten horns which you saw on the Beast, these shall 
hate the whore and shall make her desolate and naked 
and shall eat her flesh and burn her with fire." 
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Here we have the baddies turning against one 
another. In addition, there seems to be a change in 
time at this point, which takes us back to the. period 


just before the Beast came to power (even though the’ 
context is during the period.of God's wrath... after the 


Great Tribulation. Revelation 17:17 says: "For God . 


has put in their hearts [i.e. the ten kings] to fulfil his 
will, and to agree, and give their kingdom to the Beast, 


~ until the words. of God shall be fulfilled." 


__ In other words, the Prostitute is destroyed with the 


help of the ten kings, so that the ten kings can give. 


their kingdom to the Beast. This sounds like something 


- that would have happened prior to the Great Tribula- 
tion. Yet here it is in the chapter just after the seven . 


vials have been poured out (Revelation 16) and just 
before the famous Battle of Armageddon. (Revelation 
19:11-21) 


But what if the Prostitute (like the Beast) represents 
_ more than one thing? The destruction of the Prostitute 


is symbolically a description of the Battle of Armaged- 
don, where God's wrath is poured out on her and all 


that she represents. But it may be literally describing : 


an earlier battle, one between her and the Beast, who 
is assisted by the ten horns. 

Whatever it is that the Prostitute represents, she 
herself is destroyed in the battle that is described in 


Revelation 18, apparently enabling the Beast to take . 


control of the world. However, after the battle of Arma- 
geddon, the False Prophet, Dragon, and Beast are all 
taken alive, as prisoners. (Revelation 19:20) 
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We have already suggested that the Prostitute rep- 
_ resents the economic side of the Beast. In Revelation 
18, where merchants, shipping companies, and kings 
‘mourn her passing, this becomes evenclearer. (Rev- 
elation 18:3, 9-11, 15-18) We believe that the Prostitute 
is America, and that the battle being described is one 
that took place before the Tribulation, between her 


(the ten horns) and perhaps by the Dragon (China). 
We will deal with the time sequence ater. 


AMERICAS A CLOSED PoRT WE. KINGS ARE IN 
NOW! NO MORE SHIPPING ‘BIG tTRovBLe Now 
CONTRACTS FOR ME! | THAT SHE'S GONE! 
THINK YOU'VE GOT PROBLEMS?! 
RUSSIANS DON'T HAVE VACANCIES 
FOR UNEMPLOYED TYCOONS!! 


_ ‘and Russia, with Russia assisted by the Third World 7 


@ 


q 
k: 


i 
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Revelation 17:3, and 9 both say that the Prostitute 
"sits on" the "Red" Beast. What this may mean is that. 
their relationship is not perfectly amicable. They are — 
both world powers, but their emphasis is different. And ; 
at some stage the Prostitute gets the upper hand. 

What a prostitute wants is money. American capi- . . 
talism, like prostitution, is built squarely on greed, or 
the love of capital. A prostitute may talk of love, but 

her real interest is money. America, too, talks of God 
when her real interest is just in getting more and more 
capital. = 
The Red Beast, on the other hand, is primarily in- 
terested in turning the human race totally against God. 
The Devil's only interest in money is to use it to get 
control of our souls. Religion, even if it is hypocriti- 
cal religion, does not appeal to the Devil either. - But 
he is forced to put up with these two lies until he can 
get people so totally depraved ‘that they will worship 


him and blaspheme God without shame and without -_ 


payment. Only then can he turn. on the Prostitute 


and destroy her. 


We said earlier that the Roman Empire eventually 
divided into East and West,. and that this seemed to: 
be symbolised in the two legs. of Nebuchadnezzar's 
statue. (The legs are the parts of the statue which 
represented the Roman Empire). The legs led to two 
feet, which were described as clay mixed with iron. | 

‘ We said that these represented democratic govern- 


" ments and totalitarian governments, 
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In the Twentieth Century, Russia became the to- 
talitarian super-power which represented the East, 
and America became the democratic superpower 
that represented the West. Atheism was an important 
part of the communist ideology, whereas religion (in 
particular, the Protestant work ethic) is an important 

_ part of the capitalistic ideology.. 

The kings of the earth, the merchants of the earth, 
and the shipping companies of the earth have all been 
assisted by the American ideology. 

__ NowRussiaandcommunism have suffered a deadly 
wound; and America is "sitting on" top of world com- 
munism. See the picture below. sony 


"HOW MANY. FIGHTS ai 
ON THE PROGRAM? PH ONLY ONE HOUR 
WHEN THe BEAST 
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Remember too that the ten rotating members of the — 


_ U.N. Security Council are from the Third World. The _ 


five permanent members include Russia and China 
(both "red" communists, with a Bear and a Dragon as’ 
their symbols)*, and three anti-communist members: 
America, the U.K., and France. If America could be 
destroyed, then the U.K. and France would be power- - 
less to stop a communist takeover. Three kings would 
be subdued, and the other ten would be free to give 
their support to a communist world government. 
Now for the reason why this story comes during the ; 
time of God's Wrath: When Babylon (represented at » 
the moment by America)** falls, the new world empire 
will become the new Babylon; for Communism too, 
like all governments, is ultimately based on greed. It 
will then become the responsibility of the communist 
version of Babyton to provide the merchants and kings 
and shipping companies of the world with business. . 
It will also be the communist version of Babylon that 
will finally be destroyed at the Battle of Armageddon 


_ (Revelation 16:19). The Lambwill destroy that Babylon, 


whereas the Beast will destroy the American version. 
(Revelation 17:16-17) 


*Note that both the Beast and the Dragon are described as _ 
being “red". (Revelation 17:3; 12:3) 

**| checked the Encyclopedia Britannica to see if there is a 
city named Babylon today. There is only one city named Babyion 
that is significant enough to rate a mention in the Encyclopedia 
Britannica. \tis a burrough of almost a quarter of a million people, 
and it is located on Long Island, in New York, U.S.A., just a few 
miles from Wall Street! = 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| But the prophecy says that the Beast (with the help. 
aim} —_—« of the ten horns) will turn on the Prostitute and destroy 
her in one hour! The Bear will pluck the Eagle with 
| the help of the Panther. 
| 
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Appendix, Chapter 22 
ehh 4:5-6. The Devil... showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world...,; and said, "All this power... is delivered to me." 
John 12:31. Now is the judgment of this world. Now shall 


_ the prince of this word be cast out. 


John 14:30. Hereafter | will not talk much with you, for the 
prince of this world comes, and has nothing in me. 


_ John 16:8, 11. When he is come, he will reprove the world : 


of... judgment... because the prince of this world is judged. 
Revelation 13:18. Here is wisdom. Let him that has under- 


' standing count the number of the Beast... 


Matthew 24:15. When you see the abomination of desola- 
tion... (Whoever reads this, Jet him understand.) 

Revelation 19:20. The Beast was taken, and -with him 
the False Prophet... These both were cast alive into a lake a 


’ fire. 


Revelation 18:3, 9-11, 15-18. All nations have drunk of the 
wine of the wrath of her fornication. The kings of the earth have 
committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth 


are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies... The 


kings of the earth... will bewail her and:‘lament for her when they 


see the smoke of her burning... saying, "Alas, alas, that great 


city Babylon, that might city! For in one hour is your judgment 


- come." And the merchants of the earth will weep and mourn - 


over her, for no one buys their merchandise any more... The 
merchants... which were made rich by her will stand... weep- 


ing and wailing,.and saying, "Alas, alas, that great city that was 


clothed in fine linen and purple and scarlet and decked with gold 
and precious stones and pearls, for in one hour so great riches 
is come to nothing. " And every shipmaster and all the company: _ 
in ships, and sailors, and as many as trade-by sea stood afar 
off and cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, 


_ "What city is like unto this great city!" 


Revelation 17:3, 9.. He carried me away in the spirit to the 


* wilderness, and | saw a woman sit.on a scarlet coloured Beast, 


full of name's of blasphemy, having seven heads and tenhorns.. 


Here is the mind that has wisdom. The seven heads are seven 


mountains on which the woman sits. . 
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23. Some Weak Spots 
We have moved rather quickly through some dif- 


ficult passages. Some readers may feel they are be-. 


ing asked to believe too much too quickly. In order to 
make the text read more smoothly, I have often stated 
as fact what is technically just "theory". Some of my _. 
theories have been built on the assumption that an 
earlier theory is correct. 

Some ofthis confidence has come froma familiarity 
with other passages that strongly support the main 
points of the theory. Butthere is a tendency for any 
theorist to see things that support his or her theory, 
while overlooking things that might challenge it. Sothis 
chapter is .a breather, in which we will consider some 
of the weak spots in the theories which have been ° 
presented so far. We will, in some cases, however, 
produce counter-arguments to defend our position. 

The most universal argumentis that prophecies say 
nothing about the future that we don't already know. 
This is the approach taken by most "respected" theo- 
logians. They discuss all ‘miracles, all talk of God, all 
interpretations of prophecy with a kind of intellectual 
aloofness which implies that even faith itself is just a 
sociological (or psychological) phenomenom for them 
to dissect-and discuss. They bend over backward to 
convince themselves that there is no such things as 
the supernatural, except in the weak minds of lesser 
individuals than themselves. | simply cannot accept 
this faithless approach. — 


5 7 ¥ . she 
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There is a story about a labourer working at a 


~ seminary who was saying "Praise the Lord!" over and 
. over to: himself as he worked at digging a ditch on 


the campus. A theology student observed this, and 


asked him to explain why he was so excited. The. 


uneducated worker said he had just been thinking 
about how God parted the Red Sea and allowed the 
children of Israel to walk through it on dry land. 

_ The seminary student decided to enlighten the poor 


man. "It wasn't really the Red.Sea," he explained. 


"We believe it was actually the Sea of Reeds, which 
is a marshy stretch of land that is only covered by 


_ about eighteen inches of water." 


« "Well, praise the Lord! That's even more amazing" 
exeiuirted the workman. 

"And what's so amazing about that?" asked the 
would-be theologian. : 


"It's amazing how the Lordv was able to drown allof — 


Pharoah's armies in only eighteen inches of water!" 


‘he replied, with a big grin on his face. 


Theologians are faced with a similar problem when 


itcomes to Bible prophecy. The Book of Daniel states ~ 


that it was written during the time of the Babylonian 
Empire and the start of the Medo-Persian Empire. 


~ There is no evidence to suggest that this was not 


the case, except for the fact that it predicts the Greek 
Empire by name. On the basis of that alone, the (un- 


believing) experts have had to say that it must have 
‘been written during the Lisi of the Greek Empire. 
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The fact that it predicts the: -year in which Jesus . 
_ Christ was crucified (see pages 51-56 of this book) 
should also force them to say that it must have been . 


written during the time of the Roman ‘Empire. How- 


ever, they know that this is not true, so they largely - 


ignore the prophecy about Christ's death. "Expert" 


theologians rarely express open belief init, or in -. 


anything else that is supernatural. They know that, 


among their colleagues, such faith is looked down 


upon. The politically correct thing to do is to explain 
away all miracles. 


A similar problem confronts the skeptics with re- | 


gard to prophecies about the Mark of the Beast in 
the New Testament. It is becoming more.and more 


difficult for people to dispute its accuracy as they see — 


what it predicted actually happening in today's world. 


_ What it said would happen is going to happen, just 


as the Bible said it would. So now people are openly 
admitting that they don't care whether it is true or not, 


because they have no interestin obeying God, ifdoing . 


so is likely to bring them any discomfort. The same 
evil generation that asks to be shown miracles, still 
refuses to change when they see them! 

So we match their contempt for God with our own 
contempt for their approach to prophecy. Certainly 


“there are non-miraculous.aspects of prophecy which . 


simply state universal truths; butthere are also aspects 


~ which accurately predictthe future; and theybothneed . 


to be taken together to arrive at the whole truth. 
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a ‘There are others who would disagree with us be- 
"cause they interpret symbols in The Revelationas rep- 
_resenting other events than what we have described. 
Many say that things described in. The Revelation 
have already happened at various times throughout 
history. The eruption of the island of Krakatoa, for 
example, is seen as the mountain which fell into the 


sea, with ash and smoke blowing around the world 
and making the sun appear to be red in the middle . 


of the day.. Mass executions by men like Hitler and 


Stalin represent the Great Tribulation, they say. And - : 


_ so on, with other incidents throughout history. _ 
But all. of these theories lack the cohesiveness. 
that the original prophecies possessed. They were 
not a-list of isolated events which may or may not 


7 happen at any old time. ‘They were part of a very’ © 


specific description of a very specific period of time 
immediately prior to the return of Jesus Christ to the 
‘earth. ‘Measurements are given for that period of 
- time (in days, months, ‘and years), and they all add 
up to three and a half years. While it is true that 
_ people have faced great troubles of one sort or an- 
~ other throughout history, and while it is true that-The 
Revelation-offers hope to all people in all ages, we 


still believe that anyone who takes seriously whatitis - 


actually saying, must agree that it ultimately refers to 
: ‘specific events which are related to each other over a 
specified period of time, and that these events have 
" = as ares + 
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There is another group of people who agree with | 
us about The Revelation predicting things which are 
yet to come; but they feel that the symbols relate 


to other groups and other individuals than what we 


have stated (e.g. the European Union rather than . 


‘the United Nations, or the Pope instead of a political 
. leader). We do not have serious problems with these 


contradictions, for we feel that there is some truth 


in most of them. What each ‘of us is saying is that 


there is a steady movement toward a single worl 
power, which will eventually: be used by the Devil to 


= persecute God's people. 


Unless each of us keeps an open mind as —_ 
progress, however, we could still become blinded 
by our various theories, and miss out on the truth 
of what is actually happening. As we have already 
stated with regard to extreme right-wing supporters in 


i _ Australia, people subscribing to conspiracy theories . 


have often taken it upon themselves to mountpolitical 
campaigns against those whom they consider to be 


- antichrists, and:in doing so, they have run the risk of . 


becoming antichrists themselves. Itis this tendency 
which has given the subject of endtime prophecy 


_ such a bad name to begin with. 


The Seventh Day Adventist Church is probably - 


_ the biggest organisation preaching Bible prophecy | 


today. They see almost everything in the Bible as 
a warning against Catholicism, with one reference : 
(i.e. the False Prophet) to Protestantism. © 
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For years they have taught that Sunday worship 
is the Mark of the Beast, and that all people ‘need do 
is to worship on Saturday (and presumably refrain 
from any sort of worship on Sunday) to be right. This 
approach has blinded many of them to the same sins 
in their own organisation that have been the sources 
of spiritual error in the others. 

But apart from the general differences patent 
our approach and other approaches, there are also 
specific weak points in our theory which need to be 

addressed. 


- The first weak point is that we have been talking 


‘about "world" empires as though Africa, Australia, 
South. America, and much of Asia did not exist at the 
_time of the Persian, Greek, and Roman Empires. 
The reason for that is that the Bible is written: from 
the perspective of the Middle East being the center the center 
of the world.” “(It certainly was the crossroads of 
‘world trade at the time of Christ.) The Bible more or 
less assumes that whoever controls the Middle East 
- controls the world. Although world trade is no longer 
controlled by caravan routes through the Middle East, 
_.or even by the Suez Canal, it is interesting that the 
- Middle East continues to play such an eens role 
in world politics today. 
We accept that no previous empire has ever 
~ contolled every country in the world. But we are 


suggesting that the final world empire willexercise. 


é control over the entire planet. And the final empire 


Se 


is the one that ke is most important in today's world. «It 


s 
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may be that there are similar prophecies which origi- © 


nated from other continents; if so, that would make an 


interesting study in itself. But our emphasis has been 


on the tradition into which Jesus Christ was born. We 


believe that the prophecies are valid and consistent ‘ 
within that-context. 

We must confess that there is one prophecy which | 
does not fit well with our theory about the various na- 
tions on the U.N. Security Council. Itis one part of the ~ 
prophecy which refer to the Antichrist "subduing" three 
kings (or horns). It sounds like the three kings that - 
are subdued are part of a body which contains only 
ten members (Daniel 7:8). You get a picture of seven 
(or perhaps nine, if only America is destroyed) "horns" 
being left when the action has been completed. 

In a confessed effort to make our theory fit the _ 
present make-up of the Security Council (which has 
15 members) we have argued that the Antichrist 
government may use support from the ten rotating 
members to subdue three of the five permanentmem- 
bers (rather than three of the ten rotating members), 
after which the Antichrist will be able to. control all ten 
rotating members. 

This is totally consistent with Revelation 17:16, 
where all ten "horns" are described’ as helping the 
Beast to destroy some other power. Even passages 
like Daniel 7:24 are written in such a way as to in- 
dicate that the three kings (or kingdoms) which dre — 
subdued may be quite separate from the ten xine 
described earlier. 
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However, we have also taken licence in (a) refer- 
ring tothe animal described as a "leopard" in the 
Bible as a"panther’; (b) attributing the Panther to the 

_ Third World as a whole; and (c) referring to rotating 
‘members of the United Nations Security Council as 
all being Third World members. - 

Apanther is a variety of leopard, i.e. a black leop- 


-ard. But when most people think of a leopard, they . 


think of the spotted leopard. (See Jeremiah 13: 23.) 
The argument is not that | have substituted a different 
animal for the one described, but rather that | have 
limited the description to a particular variety, i.e. the 
‘black \eopard. And that brings us to the second critt- 
cism. mentioned above: 


| have. taken the liberty of using ‘the panther (or 


leapard) as asymbol forthe Third World. There really 
is no official animalthat represents the Third World. | 
have suggested the panther because it is the official 
symbol of the Black Power movement. Black Power 
has universal appeal to people with.dark-skin. Of 


’ course the Third World includes people with yellow . - 


and red skin too; but they share a common problem 
with low self-esteem, which the Black Power move- 
ment addresses. Aleopard is a broader description: 


of the same animal that has been adopted by Black 


militants, and might be more appropriate, because 


the species includes cats of other colours besides . 


black. Nevertheless, the fact that the Leopard is not 


"an official symbol of the Third World still remains a 


’ valid argument against my theory. 


: cst sn 
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Finally, thereis the engumeretnat not all ofthe coun-. - 


tries which are eligible for periodic seats on theUnited 


Nations Security Council could be officially described 
as "third world". Europe as a whole is traditionally 


divided between Eastand West, i.e. between the First 
World and the Second World super-powers. 


‘ But | only use the term "third world" in an effort ° 


to show that the world today recognises three major 


divisions. The definition for those divisions need 
not be the same as the prophetic definition. Actu- 


ally, without Russia or America supporting them, the 


various countries of Europe become about as power- | 
less as those nations which we now call “The Third . 


World" anyway. Give India nuclear power, and take 


away the super-powers, and it becomes difficult to 
say that Luxemburg or Albania possess more eas 
than India. ° 

So what we have (if the United Nations Security 
Council is the body referred to in this prophecy) i isa 
leopard representing all those countries of the United 
Nations besides those represented by: the Eagle, the 


~ Lion, the Dragon, the Bear, and: one other country 


which will eventually be subdued (ise. Framae). The 
Leopard is not the official symbol for thosecountries _ 


- today; but neither is there. any other ‘symbol which . 


necessarily contradicts this theory. It oould:be that.a 
leopard may eventually be adopted as:such.a sym- 
bol, if and when such a body of nations bith a 
recognisable force in the world. hay 
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Then there: is Paes the fifth permanent mem- 
ber of the Security Council. The symbol for France 


is the Rooster. We find no mention of a rooster or 


‘cock in any prophecies: But then almost nothing is 
~ gaid about the third nation that is subdued anyway. 
Let's face it; the United Kingdom's power and the 
United Kingdom's presence on the Security Council 
are primarily because of its special relationship with 
America. France, too, is not there because it is in 
the same league with America or Russia. France 
represents a pro-West vote and little more. And 
France's significance will certainly be "subdued" if/ 
when America falls, and Russia takes over. 


Recall what Daniel said about the Lion in his vision: 


"| beheld till the [eagle's] wings were plucked, and it 
_ was lifted up from the earth and made to stand upon 
-its feet as a man." (Daniel 7:4) In other words, when 
America has been destroyed, the United Kingdom will 
cease to be a kingdom. The Brits (and we Aussies 
too) will just be loyal subjects of the new Emperor. 

But hold ona minute! Look again atthe Leopardin 
Daniel's vision. What is that on the Leopard's back? 
The "wings of a fowl"! (Daniel 7:6) So France gets a 
mention after all. But the mention is only that France, 
like Australia, and all the rest of the world, will just 
be an appendage on the back of the Leopard after 
"dominion" has been given to it. We will be lucky to 
‘get our turn in the rotating ten nations on the See 
. Council. 
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There are any number of other eornplairite that 
people can make about the theories presented i in 
this book. But the bottom line is that what we have. 
said here is an honest attempt to understand exactly. 
what Bible prophecy is saying.. Honesty will lead 
more reliably and more consistently to the truth in _ 
Bible prophecy than anything else. . 

Weare open, and, indeed, keento hear of informa- 


~ tion which corrects errors in our interpretation. And 


we. believe that-it is our openness which has led us | 
to-our present level of understanding. It is likely that 


our interpretation will alter somewhat in the nextfew 


years, as things become clearer. Our commitmentis 
not to a theory, nor to gimmicks and sensations, but 
rather to an honest understanding of how God sees 
things in the world today. If others with a different 
perspective share the same commitment, then we 
should all move closer together as ChCUETS DANES 


unfold in the years ahead. 
After giving a brief outline (in the next few pagedh 4 


of events we have described so far, we will move on, 
in chapter 25, to a study of the period known as The 
Wrath, when the Seven Vials will be poured out on 
the earth. Because this part of the prophecy takes — 


@ place after the return of Christ, we feel less need to - 


have perfect.understanding of it, and so we will only 
touch on it briefly. Nevertheless, the spiritual signi-_ 
ficance of what happens at that time is still ain 


mentioning. 
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: Appendix, Chapter 23 
Daniel 7:8, 24. There came up among [the ten horns] 
another little horn, before whom there were three of the 
first horns plucked up by the roots... The ten horns out 
of this kingdom are ten kings that will arise. Another will 
rise after them, and he.will be diverse from the first, and 


‘he will subdue three kings. 


Revelation 17:16-17, The ten horns that you saw on 
the Beast will hate the Whore, and will make her desolate 
and naked, and will eat her flesh and burn her with fire. For 


God has put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, 


and give their kingdom to the Beast. 


Jeremiah 13:23. Can the Ethiopian change his skin, 


or the leopard his spots? 
’ Daniel 7:6. After this, | beheld, and lo another [beast] 
like a leopard, which had upon the back of it four wings 


. ofa fowl. The beast had also four heads, and.dominion 


was given to it. 
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24. The Timetable 


We will now summarise some of the things that . 


will happen during the last seven years (and a bit) 
before Jesus Christ returns to earth. The timetable 
on page 206 has illustrations to help you associate 


some of the important points listed below with where . 


they appear on that timetable. Note: Quite a few of 
the things happen at the same time, even though 
they are listed here one after the other. 


First we will list events which are likely to oc- : 


cur before the last seven years begin. 

A. America will be destroyed in a sudden military 
attack by Russia, which will result in communist 
control of the United Nations. (Revelation 17:16-17) 
We do not have room in this book to give details of 
that attack. Readers who are interested may write 


to us, asking for the booklets Jeremiah's Lament’ 


and Fall of America. i 

B. A universal id identification Systent mi ae 
acted, which will probably. take several. years to 
become fully functional. (Revelation 13:15-18) 

C. An English-speaking leader (the voice of the 
Lion), supported by Russia (the feet of the Bear), 
and representing the Third World (the body of the 


_ Panther) will gain control of the U.N. through its 


Security Council. (Revelation 13:2) 


D. This world leader will receive a “deadly 


wound" from which he miraculously recovers. 
(Revelation 13:3) (This may not happen until. the 
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imiddie of the week". That could be when the 


Devil enters the leader's otherwise dead’ body. - 


-Itis possible that the leader will actually be asincere 
_ person to start with, and only become a zombie [or 


a "beast"] after the deadly.wound occurs. This is 


a good argument against the tendency for people © 


to think that identifying the leader and ridding the 


world of him would be justified. It is not the man, but 


the Devil behind him that i lenemy; and we 
cannot destroy the Devil with natural weapons.) 


Now forsome things thatwill happen duringthe first 


half of the last seven years. There are time periods 
given in the book of Daniel which have helped us to 


compute how long it will be between some of these’ 
events: The references for those time periods are. 


- shown in parentheses. In particular, the length of 
the Wrath has been computed from Daniel 12:11- 
12. (See HE) 

E. An agreement will be made between the new 


- world leader and the Jews, to rebuild their Temple 


in Jerusalem. From this point, there will be "seven, 

years" or 2,520 days left (approximately. six years 

and eleven months by our modern calendars) before 

‘Christ returns. (Daniel 9:27) 

F. About seven months (220 days) after the agree- 
ment.has been signed, the first animal sacrifices 

~ will be offered on the new altar in the new Temple 


"in Jerusalem. There will be 2,300 days left (about . 


a SIX years plus three and a half months) until Christ 
. a returns. (Daniel 8:13) 
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There will be viorldwide peace, prosperity, 

‘ad. réligious tolera (Daniel 8:25) 
ona gous leranae the startofthe Great Tribula- 
tion, sacrifices will be suddenly and forcibly stopped 


in the Temple in Jerusalem. (1290 days till Christ 
returns, and 1335 days till the end of the Wrath. See 


~ Daniel 12:11-12) At some time over the next thirty 


days, the world leader will: desecrate the Temple, 


and issue orders that all tivity (apart iron from 
worship of himself) must cease, cease. 


1. The worldwide identification system, involving 2 


~ micro-chip implants under the skin on the back of the 


hand, will be used to monitor the’activities of people 
throughout the world. No further. purchases, sales, 

or other business transactions will be allow i 
people without _an implant. (Revelation 13:15-18) 


ee et 
’ Exactly when this will start is not clear, it could be 


much sooner. *« 

Now we come to events which will take place in 
the period known as the Great Tribulation, or the last 
three and:a half years before Christ returns. — 


J. Earth will be hit by a metegy. Abillion people 


will die. (Revelation 8:7-12) _ 

K.. The Antichrist (world leader) will kill —— 
Christians. (Daniel 7:21; Matthew 24:21 22) 

L. Two Christian prophets will preach to the whole 
world, warning them to repent. They will be hated by 
allnon-believers. From the time they start preaching, 
1260 days are left (or three years, five months, and 
se apnea until Christ returns. saa oleae 11 3) 
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The | 


1290 days till Christ returns 


300 days till Christ returns 


2520 days till Christ returns — 
2 


The Great Deception The Great Tribulation - 


| 


papa 
6°6 
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M. Christians will be forced to live by faith during 
this period. Those who have learned to hear God's 
voice and to follow him, will be led to places of refuge, . 
and they will be provided fory him. uke 17:36-37; 
Revelation 12:6, 14; ) | 

N. Christreturns! His arrival will be witnessed by 
people around the world (possibly via live satellite 
TV). All Christians (including those who had died 
over the ages) will suddenly receive new bodies, so 
that they can levitate up into the sky to meet Christ 
as he is coming down. (Matthew 24:29-31; | Corin- 
thians 15:51-52) 

.O. Allofthese transformed Christians will be taken 
to someplace in the skies for incredible celebrations 
while God's wrathis being poured out onadisobedient — 
world down below. (Revelation 19:9, 17-21) 

P. It is possible thatthe world will be aware of 
the celebrations that are going on (maybe because 
something like a starship will be visible above Jerusa- 
lem). At any rate, the armies of the world will gather 
in Israel in an attempt to battle the heavenly army 
(possibly convinced that we are dangerous aliens), A; 
The heavenly celebrations will conclude with Christ — 
leading us in an attack on those down below. . This 
is the famous Battle of Armageddon. (Revelation 

16:12-16; 19:11-21) 

-Q. The Devil | is locked away, and Christ 


1,000-year reign over the earth, with his ‘times 
_ Being placed in charge of cities and countries. (Rew 


elation 19: :20; 20:1-4; Luke 19: FP 
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_ 25. The Return and The Wrath 
In the chapters dealing specifically with The Tribu- 
lation, The Revelation almost appeared to miss the 


return of Christ altogether, as though. it assumed 


readers already knew about it. When describing the 


_ seventrumpets, it concluded, "Inthe days of the voice 


of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound 
[his trumpet], the mystery of God will be finished, 
as he has declared to his servants the prophets." 
(Revelation 10:7) 

_ That's all. Just "the mystery of God. . finished". 
_. The Apostle Paul spoke of this "mystery" as.a 
time when true believers will become immortal. He 
said, "Behold, | show you a mystery. We... will all 
be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump. The trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised incorruptible. We will be changed. 
This corruptible [body] must put on incorruption. 
And this mortal [body] must put.on immortality. "a 


Corinthians 15:51-53) 


In the Gospels, Jesus spoke of the mystery as a 


~ time when he would.return to gather together his true 


followers. He.said, "Immediately after the tribulation 
of those’ days... will appear the sign of the Son of 


» manin heaven. Then-will all the tribes of the earth.. 
~see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven, 
~ with power and great glory. He will send his angels 


with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather 
together his elect from the four winds, from one end 


of heaven to the other." (Matthew 24:29-31) 
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When Jesus ascended up to heaven, forty days after . 
he rose from the dead, two angels appeared and said 
to the disciples who witnessed this great event, "This 
-same Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven,. 
will so come in like manner as you have seen him go. 
into heaven." (Acts 1:9-11) ; 

In his letter to the Thessalonians, Paul a agen de-. 
scribed-the return of Christ. He said, "We which are 
alive and remain to the coming of the Lord will not 


Fee ce prevent those who are asleep [i.e. dead]. For the 
prevent 


Lord himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 
e voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God. ‘Fhe dead in Christ will rise first, then we which 
are alive and remain will be Felsen te a 
“Them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air." (I 
Thessalonians 4:15-17) pies RARTUR 
But The Revelation doesn't mantlon this when . 
referring to the seventh trumpet. Instead, it goes into . 
descriptions of various aspects of the Tribulation, i-e. 
the Two Witnesses (chapter 11), the Church in the 
Wilderness (chapter 12), the Beast, False Prophet, - 
and Mark (chapter 13), and the Prostitute (chapters — 
17 and 18). Chapter 14 was a transition chapter be- 
fore the seven vials of the Wrath were described in 
chapters 15 and 16. 
It is not until chapter 19 that we see the triumph of 
Christ's return. There John describes the picture he. 


gets of the Wrath from a heavenly perspective. There ~— 


is no mention of the suffering taking place back on 
earth. Instead, there is anly. aus and celebration 
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atthe "marriage supper of the Lamb". Those Christians 
who have remained true to the Lamb throughout the 
- Tribulation, whether victims or survivors, are honoured 
as his "Bride" at this great wedding feast. They all turn 
up for the party with immortal bodies, and dressed in 
"fine linen, clean and white". (Revelation 19:8-9) 


_ All of this is happening at the. same time that the 


vials.are being poured out on the earth down below. 
Such suffering does not touch those who faithfully 
endured tribulation for Christ.” . 
- Then Jesus appears on a white horse (Revelation 
19:11), and the armies of heaven follow him as he 
rides off to "tread out the winepress of the fierceness 
and wrath of Almighty God. (Revelation 19:14-15) 
Then follows a description of the Battle of Armaged- 
don, and the capture of the Beast and False Prophet. 
(Revelation 19:17-21)- 

What happens during the Wrath, back on earth, 
is, in some ways, similar to what happened during 
the Tribulation. As each vial is poured out, a new 

_ judgment is revealed: (1) A "noisome and grievous 
_Sore” sirikes everyone left on earth. (2) All life in the 
oceans is killed. (3) The rivers turn to "blood". (4) All 


_ Our worst fears about the depletion of the ozone layer ~ 


become reality, as the sun’ "scorches men with great 
heat". (5) Great darkness fills the "seat of the Beast" 
" WJerusalem?) And (6) the “kings of the east’ join with 


| - the rest of "the kings of the earth... to gather them 


to reat of God Almi ty.” The 
seventh vial is the battle itself. (Revelation 16:1-21) - 


ere 
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The Bible says of that battle: "Great Babylon came 
in. remembrance before God, to give to her the cup 


of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath." (Revela- - 


tion 16:19) This is consistent with our theory that, 


even though the ten horns had earlier helped the — 


Beast to destroy Babylon in the form of America, the - 
role and title of Babylon. would be passed on to the 
Beast, until the spirit of Babylon is finally and utterly 
destroyed at Armageddon. 


The Bible goes on to tell of Christ ruling the earth — 


for a thousand years after the Battle of Armageddon, 
assisted by his followers, who will have immortal 
bodies by this time. (Revelation 20:2-4) 


What we have here is not the traditional picture of - 
~ angels playing harps and j the 


rest of eternity. Instead, it is a real w yrid populated: 
rest of eternt Ql 


‘by imperfect mortals who have survived the Battle 


‘of Armageddon. They will be ruled over by followers 
of the Lamb. (Jesus ) 


Christ had, on several occasions, talked of his fol- 


lowers ruling over or judging cities or tribes when he 
comes to establish his kingdom on earth. (Matthew 
24:44-47: 25:21; Luke 22:29-30) It appears that we 


will be doing just that. We will be given a chance to — 


show the world how it should have been done when 


the Beast was running things. That thought in itself 


should provide plenty of food for thought to those 
of us who are critical of governments that now. run 
the world. : , 
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Ask yourselves, "How would | do it?". Think seri- 
ously about your answer, because, if you decide to 
give your life to the Lamb, you may one day have an 
opportunity to do it just as you have: thought about 
doingitnow. oe oe 

Of course it will only be possible because the Devil 
will be locked yp for a thousand years. When he is 


freed "for a little season" at the end of the thousand 


years, the troubles start all over again. But, as we’ 


said earlier, that's another story. 


Appendix, Chapter 25 
_ Revelation 19:7-9, 11, 14-15, 17-21. The marriage of the 
Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready. . To her was 
granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white; 


. for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints... Blessed are 


they which are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb... | saw ° 


heaven opened and behold, a white horse, and he that.sat on him 
was Called Faithful and True, and. in- righteousness he does judge 
and make war... The armies which were in heaven followed him 
on white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. ‘Out of his 
mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations. 
He will rule them with a rod of iron. He treads the winepress of the 
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God... | saw an angel... saying 
to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, "Come and gather 


: yourselves together to the supper of the great God, that you may 


t 


eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of 
mighty men, and the flesh of horses and of them that sit on them, 
and the flesh of all, both free and bond, both small and great." | 
saw the Beast and the kings of the earth and their armies, gathered 


together to make war against him that sat on the horse and against - 


_his army. The Beast was taken, and with him the False Prophet... 


A 1d the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat on the 


Which deceived them that had received the Mark of the Beast... 
These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 
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- horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth. - 


Revelation 20:2-4. He laid hold on the Dragon, that .old 
serpent which is the Devil and Satan, and bound him a thousand: 
years... that he should deceive the nations no more till the thou- 
sand years should be fulfilled, and after that he must be loosed a. 
little season. | saw thrones and they sat on them and judgment 
was given to them. | saw the souls of them... which had not... . 


~~ received the mark on their foreheads or in their hands, and they 


lived and reigned with Christ-a thousand years. 
Revelation 16:2-4, 8, 10. 12-17, 19. The first poured out his 
vial on the earth and there fell a noisome and grievous sore on 
those which had the Mark of the Beast... The second angel poured 
out his vial on the sea, and it became as the blood of adead man, — 
and every living soul died in the sea. The third angel poured out 
his vial on the rivers and fountains of waters, and they became - 
blood... The fourth angel poured out his vialon the sun, and power 


” was given to it to scorch people with fire. The fifth angel poured 


out his vial on the seat of the beast, and his kingdom was full of - 
darkness... The sixth angel poured out his vial on the great River 
Euphrates, and the water dried up, that the way of the kings ofthe 
East might be prepared. | saw three unclean spirits like frogs come . 
out of the mouth of the Dragon, the Beast, and the False Prophet... 
which go forth to the kings of the earth... to gather them to the | 
battle of that great day of God Almighty... And he gathered them 
together into a-place'called.in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon... 
And great Babylon:came in remembrance before God, to give to 
her'the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. ; 
Matthew 24:44-47. Be ready, for in such an hour as you think . 
not, the Son of Man comes. Who, then, is a faithful and wise serv- 
~ ant, whom his Lord has made ruler over his household... ? Blessed 
_is that servant... He will make him ruler over all his goods. 
Matthew 25:21. His Lord said to. him, "Well done, faithful fs 
servant. | will make you ruler over many things." eee 
- ~ Luke 22:29-30. -| appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father 
has appointed unto me, that you may... sit on thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel." ; . wet 
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26. Summing Up 

We said at the start of this book that most people 
would read it for the wrong reasons: idle Curiosity; to 
- find flaws in the theories; to work out a way to cheat 
fate. But I wrote the book anyway. And | did it on 
the off-chance that someone with real faith would 
read it, and be stirred into action by it. But that is a 
very long shot, against incredible odds. 

Jesus said that the world that killed him was a 
Spiritually green tree compared to the one that we 
are living in today. (Luke 23:29- -31) He asked a sad 
rhetorical question about our generation: “When 
the Son of Man comes, will he find [any] faith [at all] 
on the earth?" (Luke 18:8) St. Paul promised that 
the return of Christ would not come without a great 
“falling away" amongst God's people first. (fl Thes- 

salonians 2:3) And each of the Bible writers has 
promised, along with Christ himself, thatthe so-called 
Christian world will be riddled with false teachings, 

lukewarm faith, and.cold comfort in these final days 
of history. (Matthew 24:4-5, 9-12: Il Timothy 3:1-5; 

' It Peter 2:1-3; 3:3-4) 

One of the cleverest of false teachings i is the one 
that says the false teachers will only be those who » 
operate outside the authority of the mainline Christian 
denominations. It overlooks the fact that Christ said 
it would be the officially recognised chureh leaders 

‘themselves who would be most prominent in perse- 
alte his true followers. (Luke 6:26) 
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persecute you, delivering you up to the spnagagues 
[church buildings] and into prisons, being broug 
before kings and rulers for my name's sake.. . You 


will be betrayed both by parents and brothers and - 


sisters, and by other relatives and friends. Some of 
you they will cause to be put to death. And you-will 


- be hated of all people for my. name 's sake." (Luke 
21:12, 16- 


The religious masses are controlled by a universal 


fear of something called "cults". Few dare to openly | 


discuss what the word actually means; but they all 


fear it. The dictionary says the word "cult" has no 


objective. meaning; it's an emotional term used to put 
down anyone who doesnot conform with mainstream 
society. A religious cult could be anything froma 
group of Satan worshippers to a Baptist Church that 


~ worships on Saturdays instead of Sundays. The 
- masses can't tell the difference; but then they don't - 
need to tell the difference. Theyjustrunfromanyone —__ 


whom their masters say is a "cult". wae . 
And where does Jesus Christ fit in with all of this 

2S CSS 
cult paranoia? He He did not conform with the religious 


“mainstream of. his day. He was hated and killed be- 
Cause he represented a ‘threat t orthodox Judaism, » 


And he was considered a “cult" leader. (Acts 24:5; 
36:22) So, in order for anyone to follow him, they 


needed to have the courage to step out from under . 


‘the salely net of status quo respectability. 
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| ‘He said; "They will lay their hands on you and - 


4 
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Followers of the Lamb were rugged‘individuals, 
able to teil the. difference between réal truth and 
superficial religious double-talk. The Bible says 
that when Jesus finished his famous Sermon‘on the 
Mount, the crowds were amazed because he spoke 
“as one having authority" (Matthew 7:28- ba and not 
like the scribes and Pharisees. 


But wait a minute! The scribes and Pharisees were. 


the religious authorities in the eyes of the general 
public. So there must be more than one measure of 
religious "authority". The real message of this bookis 
_that if you want to follow Christ, you must recognise 
that real authority only comes from speaking the truth 
in obedience to the ultimate Authority, which is God. 
The underlying revelation of all Bible prophecy is that 
authority which comes only through acceptance by 
the political powers of a godless world is not authority 
‘at all in-God's eyes. 


Real.character, the kind that Said what is right _ 


even when it is not popular... even when it costs you 


everything, even when the laws of the land condemn — 
it, is practically non-existent in today's world. Butthat: 


is the quality which God is looking for, and that is what 
Jesus Christ taught. Real character doesn't do what 
__ is right just because-your pastor or your parents or 
. your friends support you in doing so. You do what is 
~ _ tight because it is right. Do-you have enough faith in 


- God and enough understanding of right and wrong 


to. fone such a Stand... on your own if necessary? | 
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You need, to ask yourself whether the message of 


this book is the truth. Is the world really as corrupt as © 


the Bible says? Is the Devil really the "prince of this 
world"? Is friendship with the world really “enmity with 


God" as James said? (James 4:4) Doesn't it make’ . 
perfect sense that God would ask us to take a stand « 


for him which will put us at direct odds with the values: 


of the rest of the world? And isn't it true that virtually - 


all those whom we have traditionally thought of as 
"Christians" are more concerned with obeying the 


"laws of the land" than they are with obeying Jesus 


Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of 


- the world? (John 1:29) , 
-- Jesus Christ has, in his teachings, zeroed in on 


all that matters in our lives, and asked us to forsake 


it all for him. (Luke 14:33) He shows us that God is... 


jealous; he will not allow us to put anything before 
him. He wants our “all”. But our "all" is really nothing 


; by comparison to what we get in exchange... peace: .. 


of mind, real meaning and purpose in life, immortal- 
ity, anda place in the ied of heaven. (Matthew 
13: 45-46) 

After all the theories about this country versus. 
that country and this symbol versus that symbol have 
faded from your memory, what really matters about 
this book is that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, has a 


plan for your life. He wants you to conform to that plan . 7 


and to become part of his eternal kingdom. If you will . 
not do that, then you will end up becoming Rare of the 


Devil's ‘kingdom. 
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You only have one life. Don't waste it in indecision, 
torn between your desire for safety and security and 
your desire to do what your heart tells you is right. 

* We would like to hear from you if you are interested 


in following Jesus Christ in total obedience to all that 


he taught. But more than that, God would like to hear 
from you. Talk to him about it. Ask him to show you 


what you should do. And when he shows you, do not 


hesitate to do it. 


We will be praying for you; and if we do not see or 
hear from you sooner, we will be looking for you when 
the Tribulation begins. Xn 


Email: not_for_everyone@live.com 


Website: www.themovementsite.weebly.com 


LukeBaos, The coyotes ten Wie 

ts : 1. The days are coming in which th ill § 

Blessed are the barren, the wombs that ner bore, sos wee 
which never gave suck. Then will they begin to say to the moun- 

tains, "Fall on us," and to the hills, "Cover us.” For if they do these 
things in a green tree, what will be done in the dry? , . 

ll Thessatonians 2:3. Let no one deceivé you by any means; 

for that day will not come except there come a falling away first, 
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition. ‘ 


Matthew 24:4-5, 9-12. Many will come in my name, saying, "I ~ 


am Christ [God's anointed one"), and they will deceive many. 

2 Then will they deliver you up to be afflicted, and will kill you. You 
will be hated of all nations for my name's sake. Then will many be 
offended, and will betray one another, and will hate one another. 
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Many false prophets will rise, and will deceive many. And because 


iniquity will abound, the love of many will turn cold. 


It Timothy 3:1-5. Know this, that in the last days perilous times.. 


will come. People will be lovers of themselves, covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankfuil, unholy, 
without natural affection, trucebreakers. .. lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of God, having a form of godliness, but denying the 
power of it. From such turn away. ; ; 

{1 Peter 2:1-3. There were false prophets also among the peo- 
ple, even as there will be false teachers among you, who privately 
will bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought 
them, and [they will] bring upon themselves swiftdestruction. Many 
will follow their pernicious ways, by reason of whom the way of truth. 
will be evil spoken of. And through covetousness will they, with 


feigned words, make merchandise of you. Their judgment now, for 


a long time, lingers not, and their damnation slumbers not. 

Il Peter 3:3-4. Know this first, that there will come in the last 
days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and saying; "Where 
is the promise of his coming? For'since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they were from beginning of the creation." 

Luke 6:26. Woe to you, when all people-speak well of you! 
For so did their fathers to the false prophets... 


Acts 24:5. [Accusation against St. Paul]: "We have found this 


man a pestilent fellow, and a mover of sedition among all the Jews 
throughout the world, a ring leader of the sect of the Nazarenes." 
[Jesus was from Nazareth, and thus a Nazarene.] : 

Acts 28:22. [Jewish leaders, referring to the Christians}: "We 
desire to hear of you what you think. As concerning this sect, we 
know that everywhere it is spoken against." 

James 4:4. You adulterers and adulteresses, Don't you know 
that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? Whoever wants 
to be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. a! 

John1:29. John saw Jesus coming to him, andhe said, "Behold, 
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!" 


Luke 14:33. Whoever you may be, if you do ‘not forsake all 


that you have, you cannot be my disciple. - 
Matthew 13:45-46. The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 

man, seeking goodly pearis. When he had found one peari of great 

price, he went and soid all that he had, and he bought it. 
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